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Historical Background 
Sindh is that thrice blessed Region of Pakistan 

on which the first Muslim General that seventeen years 

old Muhammad Bin Qasim Thacafi ever set his foot in 7II A.D 

a A,H.,and wanquishing the reigning ruler Raja Dahar son 

of Chach, planted the banner of Islam in the sub-continent, 

The region derives its name from Sindhu, which 
means an ocean in Sanskrit,viz. the mighty Indus. People 
call it Darya. As such,the land is called Daryaditto or 
Daryadino,which means the gift_of the River. Indus is,to 
all intents and purposes,the mainspring to the life of 
Sindh, 

The historical records show that at the time 
of the Arab conquest,this Gateway to Islam in the sub-cont~ 
inent,embraced the territory from the left bank of the 
Thellum upto the Arabian Sea,including a portion of Kash- 
nir, Jammun, Lahore, Multan, Jaisalmir, Kacch, Saurashtra and 
the whole of the existing Baluchistan, but on account of 
geveral vicissitudes the boundaries had shrunk to 57,235 
square miles by October 1,1347,when on the retirement of 
Sir Charles Napier,it was erroneously tagged to the apron- 
strings of Bombay Presidency, instead of constituting it 
into a full-fledged’ Province. It was with great difficulty 
that it was wrested and reseved in April 1936,when it was 
created as a Governor's Province. It was liberated from 
the foreign yoke on August I4,1947( exactly after a hund- 
red years),when Pakistan came into existence as 23 sovereign 
State on the map of the world. It was further reduved in 
area on July 23,1948, when Karachi,its capital,was separated. 


It was merged in the One-Unit Government 


Govern— ~2B- 


ment on October 16,1955,thereby losing its identity yet 
gaining an area of 6,050 square miles of Thairpur State. 
Finally ,it regained its ntity on July 1,1970,%hen Lt, 
General Rahman Gul,was sworn in as the tenth Governor of 
Sindh in the regular line of succession,but as the first 
Governor under the new dispensation. The names of the other 


Governors are as unders~ 


Fi al, 

4, Sir Charles Napier,bt.General-- May 1845 to September 
30,1847, 

Second D ; 

es Sir Lancelot Graham . 1936--1948 

3. Sir Hughe Dow : 1944--1946 

4, Sir Francis Mudie 1946~~1947 


Je Sir Ghulam Husain Hideyatullah 1947 -~~41948 
6, MriJustice Dr.fhaikh Din Muhammad 1949-~1958 
%, Mian Aminuddin,CsP 1952--1955 
8. Habib Ibrahim Rahmatullah 1955-~1954 
>, Nawab Iftikhar Husain Khen Mamdote1954--i1955 

The present area of the Province as it stood on July 
41,1970 is approximately 64,050, Administratively,it is 
sub-divided into three Divisions,11 Bistricts,67 Tafeatuoas, 
and comprises 30 towms,5500 Revenue Villages and about 
50,000 hamlets. At pregent,about 45 % of its population 
resides in the urban areas,as against 15 % in 1947. 

Upto Tat A.D. Sindh remained wder the sway of 
the edideteene Hindus. During this period,it was attacked 
end even invaded in quick succession by the Egyptians, the 
Chaldeans, the Baby Lonians, the Iranians, the Assyriens, the 


Phoeacians,the Parthians and the Scy thians. 


Sey thians. 
Since 714 AeD. the Region witnessed several dynas- 
eran 


ties,the Umayyids,the Abbassides,the Sumras,the Sammas 


the Daudpotas,the Karamathiang, the. Arghuns,the T 
the Mughals, the Kathoras,t the Talpurs,and the British. The 
Portugese burnt Thatta,and Sultan Mahmud of Afghanistan,on 


his way back from Somath to Kabul rensacked Thatta,while 
gs 


Mo Ah A 
\ 


Nadir Shah and his lieutenant Ahmad Shah Abdali Durrani con- 


4t rather badly. 
Culturally,the Province has been sub-divided into 
hree distinct boundaries,viz. the Siro,or the Upper Sindh, 
comorising the existing districts of Jacobabad, Sukkur and 
Larkana;the Vicholo or the Central Sindh,comprising the 
districts of Khairpur,Nawabsheh and Sengharsend the ley ,or 


the Lower Sindh,comprising the remaing districts of Dadu, 


tta and Karachi. Bach of these 


oom 
distinct features and eharacteristics gf aK. 


Moan-Jo-Daro in Lerkana district,Kot Diji in Nhairpur district, 
and 

Amri in Dedu districtfThatta and Bhambhor in Thatte districts 

ere distinct examples. 


of lakes and legendssof 


easts end festivals;of forts and fortresses;of 
shrinesyof barrages and bridges, and of talented 
ersat: enius has produced Historians,Govermors, 


4 Philosophers, Seints 


$,Administrators,Poets an 
Triters and Scholars,’ rofessors and Lawyers, 


iticians,and a veritable gaLaxy of Social 


Wah 


fuhammad 


he son of the soil. 


the soil ae 


Amongst poets,scholars and writers the names of 
Sayyid Abdul Latif,iMirza Qaleech Baig and Dr. Umer Mohammad 
Daudvota stand out most prominently. Sayyid Abdul Latif 
ae oe 


f 4en 
( 4689-~1752 ),kmown by common parlance as SHAN,was a 


great grandson of Sayyid Abdul Karim of Bulri ¢ 1537-1632 ) 


Nthe Morning Star of Sindhi Poetry". Shah Latif is the creates 


poet of Sinda. Dr.Daudpota pays him 


tribute when he saysr- 


poet's s mind 


is attuned to 
the panes of sepa- 


facets é 
cal 33 fee oe and lyric. But 
in al 


¢ Apart From 
cont peses rings true of the aesthetic sense on 
is replete wi th all the ohne of imagery. Tt is 
rendered atl the more mel loatous by the rhthmi.c 
footfells of alliterati on,* ni 
™s also the repo itory oft t 
and so Long it live sySindhi Lenguage will also 
Live." ( Sind People and Progress-is54 ) 


4 3 


Sindhi literature abounds in poetry,but it lacks in 
virile prose. To say with Dr. Daudpota again: 


"It is comparatively of recent growth 
not acquired that ease and spontaniety , 


ch is characteristic of U and Teltsh 
------ - But signs are not wanting 
thi Prose vill f in the near 
future, what * with the i Ju prose and 


wh: 4$& intense desire to produce 
orentive vorks in their own language. "(€ Thid ) 


That great seer had made this prediction in 19954. 


has now come true,inasmuch as students and scholars of the 


Language are struggling har to enrilch their language and 


bring it at par with other languages of the country. The credit 


credit ~5 = 
goes to the Sindhi Adabi Board,which was established in 
1951 at the instance of Dr. Daudpota. The above-mentioned 
prophecy has as yet to go a long way. 
2 (a. 2929) 

Shams-Ul-'lama Khan Bahadur Mirza Qaleech Bete 
rightly styled "the Bacon of Sindhi Language, ves the first 
Zitterateur who gave a great impetus to Sindhi Prose by 
his’ prolific writing,research and trmslation. But Nature 


had reserved the regimentation 86r the able hends of an- 


- 
ny 


. 
other Shams-Ul-!Ulama,viz.Dr.Umar Muhammad Daudp 


° 
ct 
os 
“ 
i) 
° 


4939 


gave it a distinct tone end character during i321, 


{ 

ny 
sO 
or 


ag 
— 
* OO 
io} 


His Teacher,Dr.Hotchand Muichend Gurbuxani ¢ 4.194 


yet another stylist. 


r.D audpota occupied a unique position in 
Pakistan, His renovnas had travelled abroad. He was the 


Pride of Sindh for his scholarship,literary out—put,¢enial 


disposition, sterling character and personal culture. He 
stoof unmatched in scholarship,fecundity and thowoughness. 


This monograph is a humble attempt at portraying 


the life and works of this soul,zho while animated his 


mortal coil illuminated and inspired so many to scale the 


dizzy heights of scholarship end renom. It was in March 


$50, that I had 2 written a monograph about the dear depar- 


2 
n 


in 1955,it occurred to me that a book titled 
umpa€ the initials of the great scholar forming the title), 
should be presented to him on his sixticth birthday on Merch 
25,1956. An appeal was issued to all those who were asso~ 
ciated with him in one form or the other. Oly a few res- 
ponded,and sent their contributions by the end of 4956: 
That surprised me the most was the apathy on the pert of 


those whom Dr.Daudpota nurtured with his life—blood. 


anvwhile,even the sixty-first birthdey had passed. 


Sut I was,my wit's end,as the material was not at all 


sufficient for the august occasion. The Zeloved Master 


eould not visualise my difficultie limnitations,and as 


such,grew despondent end also ne. Accordingly, 
Nov eimbe ry it 356 
despite hard pressed for time,I wrote out the biog -raphy inf 


end sent the entire material to him for his perusal and 


jroval, He was mightily vleased 


mMecessery corrections and ap 


end aclmovledged ty labour of love in Kis letter dated 


Bsa December, / the folloring 


mT ; > C 
me word by word, and correct moderated 
it wherever necessary . Et £%:4 fine perfor— 
lence, though a bit more flattering than £ 
deserve,end must have cost you a good 
of Tsabour." 


have gone through } 


EJ 


On account of preoccupation sand also on account of 


n my office ss Principal of 


commemorative volume even by May i858. He expressed his 


Gndignation in his letter dated 12th May,i959% in the foll- 


" It was easy to have got up a simple function 
in your college,on the pretext of a lecture,in 
honour of the 64 st anniversary,and to have 
presented a type-seript or written copy of 
the materiel collected by you and given to you 
by me-—vithout incurring the ire of the 


sordered doll.” 


The fact is thet Dr.Sshib had not returned the 


Betetial to me,because he was angry with me, though not 


Seriously. It is a pity that the pook could not be presen- 
€e4 to him. Despite my cernestmess and limitations,!I do 


Gen my guilt. It is only in the first week of April,19714 


for himself 


- 7 
Dr.Daudpota vho has earned 


he in history for hi: dite scholarship,a high 


em proud 


ass 
en I used to 


areh-tul-Islan,Karacl 


Sulaiman 


Purbels,now in the limelight,end 


entrusted me to 
en the confluence 


coaching ele ss 


Gentsix in Matheme 


evening 


abl 


4 Tovrehts 


eniring onc 


thot Ff 


) eh 
) who 


utions for 


for a 2 = 


the evening prayers. Vor I consider that voluntary duty as 
God's great favour. Yho ever mew that the very little 
urchin from the rugged hilly tract from the Magara district 
would one day become the spiritual son of this great soul! 
TIT now feel strong at the thought that I have lived to indite 

few words pf my sincere feelings towards him. Thus,I am 
doubly blessed. 

The present treatise may be said to be almost 
complete,covering that it does the entire life of the mest /! 
beloved Master. Moreover,it is uptodate,because it embraces 
the aveount of his early - Tife,as rene in his sutobiography 


Mes 
titled: Muph jhi, Atem Ka hent (Gg oS Le] rafts) published 
in the Naem “Tinéeri «& 5S: in eleven insteIments 


mm, 


from January 1956 to June 1957. This covers his life from 


his birth on March 25,1896 till pie gtewtiexmeciiommk his 


erecuation in 4924 Thie 


Yas published in a 


booklet form by his beloved surviving spouse Begem Khadijah 
Daudpota on 22nd } Novenber stp being the first death anni- 
versary. 

The present book is the first of its kind,boing 


Sindhi Ienguege. It is written 


the first autobiography in uage. It is vri 
in chaste Sindhi end in an inimmiteble style. Tt contains 
a wealth of information regarding the uphill struggle for 
the acquisition of knowledge end ea supreme effort for 


scaling the ladder of life. Began Sehibsparnd Maulevi Abdul 


Tahid Sindhi, the pioneer Ed 
ie also 2 devotee of the great Master,deserve our gratitude 
his 


for firstly eliciting such invelusble information from 


end then bringing it out in the form of a book, 


got up. ~- Fs 


The present writer had the umique privilege 
and honour to enjoy the patronage of Dr.Daudrote in one 
form or #fenother. His kindness became most Dyounced 
after his return from Inglend in 1927, I beasked in the 
‘subshine of his favours for over thirty-one years. After 
the first meeting a the residence of Dr. Gurbuxani ,Be 
liked me,end since then I daily grew in his favours. I 
am provd to declare that I retained his affections till 
he breathed his last. 

I really wonder how I had been able to win 
his love for me. Perhaps,it might have been due to my being 
an orphan,shorn of all human ties,or due to my being res— 
sectful, ond of active habits,or tue to being a studious 
and industrious Iad. Some how or other,I did get into his 
favodrs,vhich never abated even for a single moment. 

I owe much too much to him in life. But for. 
his constant care end consistent etfections and patronage, 
I could nevergattained a station in life. To be explicit, 
he was resvonsible for my entire career both as a student 
and as a scholar and administrator. At the Sindh Madrassh, 
he shmwwered his Love upon me by appointing as the 
monitor of my class,the Dining Hall,the Boarding House ( 
Hasan Ali "B" Hall ) and the Boarding House Drill. He 
had directed the Superintendent of the Boarding Houses to 
puy for me two botthes of Sanatogen every month,end half 
a seer of milk daily. He even included me in the adminis- 
tration of the Boarding Houses,end at times used to draft 
me to clesses in the event of the absence of teachers. 

I had left the Boarding Houses three months 
before the Matriculation Examination,and when the exami- 


nation was over he permitted me once again to come and stay 


stey - W- 
a 
in the Boarding House, as long as I desired, although he 
drove me avey after some time, But it is an altogether 
different story. The fault was mine. The story rill he 
Narrated at the appropriate place. 
Then in 1930,he appointed me as an Assistant 
Mester.at the School,with the sole purpose of usb anding ny 
finances for further studies. He had put me in charge of 
Standard IV-C. He used to visit my class and supervise ny 
teaching ,»whfich he admired greatly. He did not wish that I 
should discontinue my studies and continue to be a mere 
ee 

school master in 228 devahttaed Pamatoneat my services so 
abruptly on the 10th of June, just ten days before the New 
Aeademic Session of the college. I felt cut up,snd approa- 
ched him to continue my services. This is that he said¢s 

" My boy,I mow your feelings,but you should 

also know that you are not meant to be a school 

master, You have to continue your studies, and 

rise in life. You have a bright future about 

you. You are meant for something higher. Go, 

join the college,end apply yourself to your 

studies. The truth of my counsels vill dawn in 

upon you soon, I wilI help you in so many rays." 
His words are still ringing into my ears. But for his 
timely advice,I would have retired as a mere school mas- 
ter. To say with Maulana Jalal Ua Din 61 Xe 


: Pie 
— oa Cue % : 
ey Coe yy Oe oot Papa 


( If Khizr broke( bored a hole) the boat in midstream, 
There Iie 2 hundred soundness in his act#.) 


He sailed for Bombay on November 1,19%0 to tele un 
his appointment as Professor of Arabic at the nevly sterted 
College at Jogeshwari,Bombey. Even from that distance,he 
kept an eye upon ny studies,exhorting me to spur on. 

Ineidentelly, during 1931-1958,he yrote me uh 
about 120 letterk,five of them i\ Persitn. The Yirst 
Lotthr wes dated Nth January ,1934i)end the last Metter 


aes Oot ond 4958. He wrote\no letters in\194", 


spur on. -ii- 


Incidentally ,during the period from January 
4931 to October 1958,1 received as many as 150 Letters 
from him, The first is dated 17th Jenuary ,1951,end the 
Iast one is dated 2nd October, 1958. Five of them are in 
Persien. These letters are full of love,affections end 
admonitions. Some of them are interpersed with wise coun- 
sels*coushed in tender phraseology and illustrated vith 
appropriate cuggions from the Holy Our'an,the Traditions 
end Hafiz of Shiraz end Shah Abdul Latif of Bhitshsah., Again, 
some of them ran into several pages, vritten fine.In 1956, 
I received as many as 28 letters,being the highest number 
during 2 period of one year. In all these letters,he 
expressed his solicitude for me end for my friend Dr. Muham— 
mad Seleh Cureishi.These Letters are my richest heritage, 
end what suprises me the most is that he also preserved my 

and to 

Letters to him.God willing,I will edit all these and from/ 
others,and publish them in ea book form. 

In 1935,it was mainly due to his constant 
guidance from Bombey that I secured a Fist Class First in 
Sindh at the B,A.Exemination,snd then a sound Second Class 
First at the M.A.E,xamination of the Mustim thiversity 
in 1935, He was responsible for my entry into the Bombsy 
Fducational Service in 1937,end then trensfer to the 
Elphinstone College,Bombay in October, 1929, having exercised 
his good offices from Karachi. Again,he took me in Sindh 
Tducational Service in 4948;promoted me as Principal of 
the Government College, Shikarpur in 1949,end finally was 
responsible for my transfer to Government College, Hy ders. 

in 1956. Chia ' ag 
abad, Eiourms after his death/that I was left amt high 


and dry,end suffered the slings and arrows of an outra- 


geous fortune. 


fortune = 


ad 
tay] 
t 


Throughout my academic and public career,Dr. 

Sahib was my sheet-anchor,end protected ny Suber re wees Wis 
zeal whenever it was needed,and what is more,at my back. 
E wonder whether history could show a parallel where a 
Teacher ever fought tooth and nail for his pupils! success 
in life! May Allah shower His choicest blessings unon him 
and his progeny. Amen. 

One cannot but deprecate the apathy towards this 
great men. It just does not reflect well upon our neople 
to forget the valuable services of this genius,vho died 
at the altar of Sindhi literature. It is gy high time that a 
suitable Memorial,raised in his honour to commemmorate his 
Laudable and praiseworthy services to the Province. It is 
said that a grateful people do not forget the heroic deeds 
of their benefactors. “ould that the Government of Sindh 
bestirs itself and do something worthy of this great scholar. 

T have the greatest pleasure to express ny 

grateful thanks to Begam Sahibahfor her unstinted co-opera- 


tion in the preparation end publication of the book. 


D-76/"FN ; 
Taimuria, (CA 


Ss Dorothea 


- 15- 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


CHAPTER--- I 
Early Life 


Lives of great men all remind us, 

We can make our lives sublime; 

And parting leave behind us, 

Foot-prints on the sands of Time- 

Foot-prints that perhaps another 

Sailing over life's solemn main; 

A forlorn and ship-wrecked brother, 

Seeing,shall take heart again. 

What a piquant,golden and noble lesson these eight 
lines teach! Yes. We can make our lives superh and sub- 
lime, But it requires superhuman efforts, will, sincerity 
and determination, because in this world,this bivouse of 
life,only the fittest sirvive,and the fittest are those 
who equip themselves with the necessary accoutrement needed 
for the struggle. Birth, station, character, education and 
Personal culture are some of the most essential weapons, 
because these can help an individual to immortalise himself, 
so that in his mind,soul,thought and action are mirrored 
the past,the present and the future, Birth and station though 
transitory and insubstantial can ,to some extent play an 
important role in the life of an sndsviatel bak, bearactes, 
education, personal culture and actions ggg make ene immortal, 
because it is by sheer force of these virtues that one can 
reach the acme of perfection,and while alive,become a for- 
midable force,and when dead,become an ideal for the posterity. 

thus,character and personal culture cutp across 
the entire human life,because by resisting the temptations 
of the mundane world,an individual endowed with dignified 
courage,universal courtesy and steel a supdues 
tne ego,conauers the negative and reachftne goal, Shams-vUl- 


‘Ulama Dr.uUmar iiuhammad paudpota was such a man, 


‘advantage. - T4-, - 


this chapter describes Dr. Daudpota's life 
from his birth till his graduation in I92T,and is based 
on his autobiography. 
Dadu distriét, constituted in 1937 comprising parts 
of the Larkana and Karachi districts,has produced some really 
great intellectuals in various spheres of life, Sehwan, Pat, 


Nehar,Sann and Talti have been the cradles of these giants. 


i——- Birth and Parentage 


From shan Sa'adabadg Railway Station on the Dadu- 
Larkana line,a road leads to a small but historic village 
called Zalti, It was here that Makhdum Bilawal ( 4.1636 ), 
that celebrated preceptor of gazi Saeendina of Sehwan, the 
father of Mian Mir of Lahore ( 4.1635 ),and the preceptor 
of Shah Hasan Arghun,was born and preached his philosophy. 
It was here again that on Wednesday,the 25th of March, I1896= 
Sth of Shawval 1313 A.H. a son was born to Muhammad mhan son 
ef Abdul Muttalib Daudpota. The newly born babe was named 
"Umar. Little did his mother know that the child in the 
Swathling clothes would simm shine so lustrously on the 
literary firmament of Pakistan, before whose majestic splen- 


@our would fade into insignificance every kin other tiny 


Grinkling star on the horigon. It was none other than Dr. 


i. - I5- 


Umar Muhammad Daudpota, a picture of sweet humility, and 
mmrivalled for scholarship,literary out-put, genuineness 
and generosity. 

His birth was celebrated with eclat,being the . 
first male\child of his father,and the first grandson of 
his grandfather. 

Abdul Wuttalib,his grandfather,died when the 
litte Gnar was hardly five years old. ‘To put in his om 
words:- 

" His death left an indelible mark upon my 

impressionable mind. This early bereavement 

left me completely lost. I cannot forget the 

sad event on account of the fact that my grand- 

father loved me intensely,and also for the fact 

that the family was left with lean resources, My 

father Muhammad Khan(d.1945) was a quiet,pious, 

well-meaning and”generous type of man, He would 

give away sometimes even his clothes in charity 

and come home with only an ajrak thrown round hin," 

His mother Safura was six foot tall, sturdy, well- 
built and industrious,and was as brave as her brother 
Musa, then famous for the physical strength in the yieingty 
oy: " She used to grind the corn on the hand-mill, 
and, lofty ideas as well," The son was rightly and justly 
proud of the mother who had instilled into him the spirit 
of selflessness, steadfastness,unfaultering and active habits 
and above all,an unswerving faith in the Maker. According 
to him,he inherited most of her qualities and virtues, 

Awe 
which spurred him on,life., She was his ideal,and emulated 
her in letter and spirit. 
This reminds me of my own dear mother Amir 


Jan{QyNORyITW , who while breathing her last on Friday, 
the I7th November, 19I7,advised me for the last time to 


avoid worldly 


yvorldly ee hfe 


“ 
pitfalls and temptations. Verily, Heaven lies undemesthAa 


mothers? feet. 

Dr.Daudpota degended from the noble cfen of 
Abbasids Imomn as Daudpotas,rho were for some time the 
Tulers of Sindh,with Shikarpur (founded in. 1617=1026 O89 | 
as the capital,and who,later on,founded the Behawalpur State. 
Thus,within his veins ran the blue-blood of heroic and pat- 
riotic stalwarts. 

He had a sister Jamal Khatim vho vas senior to 
him in age. She died in 1926 when hep still in Fngland. Her 
daughter Salcinakwas brought up by him. Imam Bakhsh was his 

* Peal brother,while Chutam Rusein(the Second) was hic St 
half-brother,from his father's second wedlock. Ghulam Husain 
was also brought up and educated by him. He is the father~ 
in-law of Azim, the eldest son of Dr. Dandpota,havine been 
married at Hyderabad in 1957. Chulam Husain retired from 

overnment Service es a Deputy Superintendent of Police,and 


fsettled dorm at Hy derabad. 


As described by himself in his autobiography, 
Dr.Deudpota entered the village school in 190 at the age oF 
six years. His mother(d.1907),gave him a_paisa as pocket 
money on the first day. This reminds me the paisa given to 
mp by my maternal wuele Hamid Gul(d.1942) in 1912 on the 
day he first led me to the village school at Turbéla, He 


Mn 
De 


ma 
gave away the paisa as the school fee toaclass-master 
cubte i 
Jethenend,and himself sat eaway/morose. The teacher returned 


the money with a smile,and granted him full freeship. 


freeship. age. 


‘ 


To put in the words of Dr. Daudpota,the school at 
Forti was one of the best institutions at that time, It Aad 
- also a class of technical education,vherein industriel art 
was taught. Messrs Wbdul Hasen and Muhammad Hasen,perheans 
brothers,weare easily ‘the best teachers. 
Relating the story of his going to the school, Dr. 
Sahib said that he mtered the vortels of the shockers / 
his ire having been excited by his cousin Muhammad YE, 
who had earlier joined the school. Thereas his cousin md 
other relatives soon left the school,he will ¥-nilty continued 
to, attend the class. Not that he was not intelligent, but 
because he had no heart in the books that he attended the 
schools spasmodically,as he often absented himself from the 
school,and wasting timenidle pursuits such as roaming sim 
— and climbing trees in the neighbourhood, there being 
no tree left unclimbed. Once he nearly broke his back,vhen 
he fe slipped Pre a "tall berri tree. 
He also used to say that his handwttting ~as very 
ix bad and slipshod. Having once being rebuked and repri- 
manded for his bad handwriting by Qazi Abdul Wahhab of 
Bubak Road,xmm during his inspection of the school. The 
incident had the desired effect,because soon thereafter 
he set about to rectify the defect,and cultivate an ele- 
gent hendwriting instead. His handwriting thereafter was 
so good and graceful that it began to be emulated by others. 
As hendrriting often reflects the character,he used to 
insist upon a good and straight type of handwriting throu- 
out his life. Ee loved those whose handwriting was stri- 
kingly good end elegant. This was one of ‘the reasons why 


he,gtaken fancy to Mphammad Saleh”and the present writer. 


ter. ~i5— 
Dr. Sahib head a firm end beautiful handwriting both 
English snd Arabic,each word being a chiselled gen, 
MProcisiming the firm end sound character end peying a 
Zich tribute to the serenity “ his mind. He wrote fine, clear, 
eight and elegant,end thoes, ede the opportunity of 
omparing his Sarde get thie with that at the tame of 
His death,wiil bear witness to the effect that there was 
mot even an iota of difference betie He wrote 


Persion in the Arabic script,ie.Na 1,elthough he could with 


ease rrite a beautiful shefic( lent}. combination of 


Baskh and Nastatalio-best 4 27); mee Thad recussted 
him to vrite Péersien in Nastatalic,but as he was in love 
with Arsbic,he excused himself on that score. I did not 


a 


Persist thereafter, The firmmess,clegance and grace of the 


handwriting reflected upon his transparent cheracter, his 
unbending will end determination, fixity of purpose,unchan- 
fing neture,depemdablity and steedfastmess, 

To revert to his playing the truent. As narrated by 
him,once his father dealt rith eS squarely. Fe first 
Beat him black and blue,end then tugging him upon his 
shoulders carried him to the school,end what is more,evon 
the teachers meted out a similar treatment to him. This 


resulted in an ever-Lasting good,because thereafter he 


did hot remain absent any more, The rod did the trick, 


seid that he cleared the Primery Stage 
birth,and was sent to another 


But on the death of his mother 


English, 
in 1907,he rejoined the Sindhi Middle School, He pre- 
pared for the Middle Examination, but he was pr 


take the examination on account of th 


# Simfolelon : 
attitude of - 79 - 
Nr.Narayandas,the then Head Master and a nincompoop of a 
teacher, wilfully reported adversely against him on the 
Supposed change in the birthdate from I896 to I894@ Accor- 
ding to Dr. Sahib, Mr, Narayandas had himself changed the date 
‘and blamed him, All the same,he went to Larkana for the exami- 
mation, but returned disappointed, He accepted the post of a 
Primary teacher ,which fetched him a salary of Rs.4/-only 
per month. Moreover,he lost four precious years in the bargain. 
Luckily for him,in I9I0,Mr.,Muhammad Ibrahim Sinro, 
2 Deputy Inspector of Schhols,who had come for the inspection 
of the scliool,was greatly impressed by his intelligence, ability 
and the beautiful hand-writing, advised him to leave the service 
and join the Madrassh at Larkana. He also recommended him for 
@ Free Boardership. 
Heedime the sympathetic advice, Dr, Sahib joined 
the Madrasah{founded in I901) in I9TO at the age of I4 years. 
He was admitted to the First Standard as a Free Boarder, the 
concession having been granted by the Muslim Association run- 
ming the Madrasah., It was in this school that his faculties 
had their full play. 
ili--- Free Boardership | 
It is said,and it was corroborated by Dr. 
Sahib himself,that the Boardership was granted to him in the 
teeth of a vehement opposition of the big Zamindars ,because 
they would not suffer to see a rustic village boy to sit 
shoulder to shoulder with their lordly sons! It was vir- 
tually wrested from these people by Mr.Houston,the then 
Collector of Larkana,and the President of the School Board, 
lir.Houston was charmed by the handwriting of the applicant, 
and literally goaded them into acceptance of the application, 


Saying that their ow sons stood to gain much from an intelli- 


~ 20 - 


trflere evr da = a 
Student. This story was,told to Dr.Sahib by Mr.Oazi Jan 


Muhammad,then Head of the School, 
Here at Larkana, the young lad from Talti, 


> Same in contact with good,able and affectionnte teschers 


Such as Onazi Jen Muhammad, the Head Master;lNek Muhammad, the 


Persian Teacher;Nawaz Ali Maz"the poet,end Maulavi Abdul 
Karim Bhutto,the Superintendent of the Poarding House. Mes- 
= Heesaew 

srs Muhammad Ayub Zhuhro,Chulan Rasul Kehar end Ghulam, Phull 
were his contemporaries. All of them rose to eminence in 
Zife. Mr.Khuhro was the Chief Minister of Sindh in 1947,4951 
and 1354,and the Defence MMnister of Pakistan in 1958;Mr. 
Kehar was appointed Minister in 1955,and Mr.Phntl retired 
as Collector of Cukkur. 

AIL the big zamindars of Larkena rere later 
on extremely kind to him. Maulav& Abdul Karim Bhutto vas 
a sound scholar of P an lenguage,and created in his 
puptfs a love for the language. Hé did Mullesh Abdur Rahman 
wTJami"s Yusuf Zulaikha with Dr.Devdpote. He stayed in 
Garkena for five years,end cleared i, zEIEEEts the Fifth 
Standerd,ix securing as usual,the first position. 

While yet in Garkena,he Ionged to be admit— 
ted to the great Sindh Madrassh-tul-Islam at Karachi. For 
this he had submitted an application to the Principal of 
that school,but receiving no reply,he was freatly disappoin- 
ted. Meanwhile,at the recommendation of Mr.Haji Muhammad 
Memon of Sehven,father of my erstwhile colleague Mr. Nur 
fhmad Memon,an Tx~Director of Education of Hyderabad Region, 
ie Daudpota was granted a stipend of Rs.2/-per month from 


the Muhammadan Fund of the Naushsahro Feroz Madrasah, founded 


-~m 4- 

2305 by the Honourable Sayyid Allshindo Shah of Darbelo. 

Tthout wasting any time,he took leave of his friends and 
Geachers snd returmed home post-haste,and thence crossing 
‘the roaring Indus at Khairt Dero ferry,end riding a camel 
for £0 miles reached Naushshro Madrasah by the sunset,all 
@emished and fatigued. 

Incidentally ,Dr. Sahib alweys used to remember 

Gerkena in affectionate terms,because,actording to him,it 
@as here that he was reformed and transformed into a well— 
Eroomed citizen,and that it was here again that he was trea~ 
ted affectionately by all and sundry. Derkana,in fect,is 
sucl an affectionate place,where,personally speaking, talent 
is respected,recognized and rewarded. He had the highest 
regards for Sir Shah Nawaz Bhutto sad=les=—ipeierses es 
Pee . 

Resting for the night,he was presented next 
morning to Card Ghulam Wabi, then Head Master of the school. 
He was admitted to Standard BSixth,xmt was granted Helf- Free 
Boerdership of Rs.2/- per month,and was allocated a charpoy 
in the centrel dormitory of the Boarding House. Soon after- 
wards,the Head Master remitted nakfxmfx the remaining mess- 
charges. 


Dr.Sahib always mentioned the name of %azi 


- ove 
Ghulam Nabi with great,and reverence,and loved him for 


his fatherly treatment vhile at the school. Mr.Qazi also 
reciprocated in full measure,and liked him for his intel- 
ligence, industry, application and respectful behaviour, It 


was here that he read all by himself the famous book o- 


Dook- 

PSeirit of Islam by Sayyid Amir Ali of Calcutta. It was,in- 
Geed,a marvellous feat on the part of a student tho had 
gust joined the pre-Matriculation Class of a newly estab- 
dished school, The book has passed into classics. This 
Speaks volumes of the preparedness and precociousness of 
the student! ' 

Though well saddled,he was all the time yeaming 
to go to Karachi and join the great Sindh Madrassh, simply 
Beause thet the Naushahro school was not recognized for 
the Matriculation Examination. He was,therefore,very much 
worried over his future. His worries soon thawed when he 
was informed that he was grented a Full Free Boardership 
by the Larkana District Board at the Sindh Madraseh. Ower- 
joyed,yhe lost no time,and reached Karachi the very next 
day somewhere in the middle of August,1i945. 

IV—— At the Sindh Me 

He reached the school by dusk and was immedtiat 
allocated a seat in a wooden cabin near the Sunni mosque, 
because Hasan Ali Hall and Khairpur House were full to capa- 
city. Upon that wooden cabin now stends the stately 

House. There was yet another cabin standing between 
Talour House and Principal's Ov. Khawja Ali Muhammad 
from Ambala was the Superintemdent of the Boarding Houses, 
The difference 

At Lerkena end Naushehro the boarders used to be - 
served the seme quality of food.In Karachi, there were three 
chegories,viz.the First Class,peying Rs.50/-3;the Intermediate, 


paying Rs.i5/-and the Third Class,paying Rs.10/—. The Dining 


Hall,donated by the Nawab of Jumagarh State,was standing 


Stending — Se a 
@m the cround floor of the Main building just below the 
Exemination Hell. Dr.Sahib shifted it to the ground floor 
ef the Talnur House in 1929,end partitioned the Hal 

teo perts,nd shifted the Science Laboratory and 


Glass there. This categorized and graded service created 


camplexes ange st the students who in their heart of hearts 
pete t 
fetested and resented, While the presigious class enjoyed 


swtuous dishes,those of the last category were contented 
with crumbs only. 
Dr,Daudpota who had drumk deep at Larkene and 
Naushshro Feroz simply could not bear to see the individu- 
ous distinction practised so bukaxbxk blatantly at the 
Madrasah. But he could not help itsin fact,he could not 
help it even during his regime during 1927-H0, al thoughRs 
-he did improve the quality of food and crockery for the 
last category. He replaced the tinsel with the chinaware, 
and brightened the Dining Hall to a great extent. 
The present writer had had a hand in the change. 
The Boarders used to have drill on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
and the sanz who used to stay on the premises, mepialinnly 
51 apervise it. In 1988,I was both the Drill and the Dining 
Hall Monitor. One morning when the drill was over at 7.4.1, 
straight 
insteadZ of going/to the Dining Hell,the students rushed 
to their rooms. This surprised DrsSehibd, and came to me, 
about 
and enquired from me/the strange phenomenon. 
informed that there were no cups and saucers in the Dining 
Eall and that the studmts had a ad their om he 
ed that he £mmediately sent for Mr. Shaikh Muhan- 
e Superintendent, whom her took away with him 


to his residence. That day when we went to take our dey- 


oz 
—~ ev - 


to our wonderment and joy we saw the complexion of 
Ball completely changed. The tables had put up brighter 

ance with brand new cloth-sheets;the dirty and the 

ed nicke plates were replaced with the beautiful porte- 


gama the class tumblers to-gether with glass jugs hnrd 


Maced the old material, end beautiful cups ond saucers 
Meted the picture, Ive the quality of food was made 
@esome,vhile variety added to the zest of the students. 
To revert to the subject proper. The real 
@ducation of young Umar begins et the Sindh “adraseh. A 
Mer end vast vista Anfe11 its varieties was opmed to him 
Bere, From the limited rural life he was transported to a 
Wide world of an urben life,having ample opportimities to 
Show his mettle,work end worth,and where the so far meut 
Giemimd hed had to be chiselled and shaped into brilliance. 
was here,that the metal in him was transmuted,as if by 
@ magical wand,into the shining sheets of curremt gold, 
the lustre later on illuminating so many in life. 

It was here thet the young rustic lad from 
the interior of Sindh,was providentially thromm into the 
ever-affectionate and ever-sympathetic company of such 
stalwarts as Mr.Thomas Humphry Vines, the PrincipalsMr. 


Dhanjisha Peston jiji Kotwal, eendearingly styled "Kaka Kot- 


wal", the Vice-Principal ;Mr.Khawja AVL Muhemmad,the Supe- 


avi Abdur Rahim 


rintendent of the Boarding Houses;Ma 


Seyyid Suleiman Asef 


MirZ4 


Mengsi, the Fiqh Teacher, and (J 


. 
Safavi,the Persien Teacher. These people,each in hte 


oO 


om way,discerning in t 


eurextoxkaniskxteir affcctions apatcims 


grest 


Beare to lavish their affections upon him,going out of the 
coith 
mey to provide himasll facilities end amenities. 


Mipal did his best to help him finencially. 
Baeded him to accept the Reilway fare during the summer 


Weeation,but failed,because he declined the kind offer. Ins- 
Sai udec 
tead.usced that he was,to the tough life,he gladly accepted 
? A a —] + 
to clesnse the kerosme lamps end string the cots of 
Boarding Houses, thereby maintaining 


sup yportir Eg 


Editor of the Sindh Madrassh Chronicle on the semssion occ~ 


asion of the G olden Jubilee of the school in September, 


935 s— 
" Of all the titi s in 

have wkuskeix re ceived my education,I love 
1e Sind Medraseh the best. 
ut my love for it remains wnebated. 
to it as a rustic lad in ra gs sit 
shelter and raiment. In 
future success was set. 
hard work and industry,l 
regard of the teachers 2 
it,I was given the lesson 
I was one of the very fer ¥ 
accept the Uniform and the 
from the Free Boarders account. ing 
brought up in the school of adversity,! 
head already learnt some of the ] 
fesston such as carpentary, cot- 
book-b 1g i ‘ stbod me in 
good ae 
work of stringing the B House 
cots ,eleansing the keroveis Lamps, end 
for that I was 
T feel reieiced 


a 
tk 
b 


r.Vines,a colleague 
M.A.0.College, / 
1906,and serving the school 
firm footing,he left for 


2 1M,- 


ye MWeAnracah auring hi noci wac 
1325.ihe Madrasan, curing nis pesime,wes 


acme 
@f porfection,or to change the 
he palmy days of the school. 
Fy ok = 
Kake Kotwal,e Zoroastrian by birth, we 
ry picture of sincerity end humility. thpretentious 
Eeessuming,he worked almost honorarily,as he was contented 
mith a mere pittance to live upon. He retired in 1920,but 
Sontinued to visit the school off and on,and every subse- 
1 of the institution hed the good fortune of 
. matters, particuterly in pre- 
kept a good health even at 
B56. His longevity was due his regular habits and long 
Gonstitutional walks, He died in 1952..He was held in venera~ 


ion by his pupils. 


w 
Dr,Daudpota held himyhighest esteem. This is whet Be 


Srites about him in his autobiography — 


" The next day,I occupied a se 


tn 
in 
s 


at 
Standard VI-A .-Mr.D.P-Kotwail was the Cla 


Master,who was a Parsi. He was also the 
Vice-Principal of the school,and used to 
officiate gfor Mr.T.H.Vines,whmever the 
latter proceeded.on leave. He was an extre~ 
mely capable man,and although he was a 

Zoroast y faith,but being a Theosophist, 
held ell’ religions in high esteem. He treated 
all alike,end often used to say that all 

human beings @ee equel in the ares of God; 
being the points on the circumference vhose 
centre is God,all points being equidistant 
from the entre. He was quite old at that time, 
and carried an umbrella both in winter end sum- 
mer#, His Iog end flowing beard md drooping 
movsteche had. hidden his mouth. He walked with 
his head dom,but his ges shone like glass. 
Guch was the effect of his mumbling words that 
none could dare to be impudent towards him. Hex 
Shenever a student showed any audacity he used 
to scold him mildly with the wordss! Sh you 
stupidskeep quiet and sit down.' He used to 
English,History and Arithmetic,and was very 
strong in English. He liked me for my good 
behaviour end application,and on the very 
first dey granted me clothes,a Shirwant and 

a pair of shoes.” 


Of Meulevi’ Abdur 
ions in the folloving words:- 


n" Maulevi Abdur Rahim Mengsi,the Khatib 
of the(Sumnit)mosque,was an excellent type 
of men,and performed his duties conscientigs- 
ly. This noble soul had had a hand in the 
moulding of my career--— (After the Matri- 
culetion) ,this gentleman took me to his house 
in the school. Ee lodged me on the ground 
floor, just below his orm residence. I used 
to get my meals from his house. He was a 
men of sterling qualities, loving and ef 
ionate. He was the pupil of Maulevi Eh 
Muhemmad of Pat end others and hed pas 
quite some time in the com of Meulene 
Ghulam Muhammed Malker He 2 Moretious 

reader. Ee was close to 1 ines on account 
of the fact that most of the ! Boarders being 
Sunni,he enforced ipline. Inspite of 
all this, he wastrt did not neglect his vork. 
Some students used to be very free with him 
and enjoyed jokes. It wes his wont that after 
the morning prayers,he used ¢ the trans- 
is the late 


> HG 


Ey 


1 


ae 3 scouts red 


speeks feelingly in the following vords:- 


" Persien again WAS taught by 
Sy ule nian Safavi,vhose father Mi 


love for Persian. 


to Titw “aor 


yJamal and 
ed in Ali Bagh/ in 
Triting 


rrated the following incidcents- 


oan Standard VI-A on account of Kotwal 
Sahib was the cream of the school. 
stood first on the very Sade 


created a stir among st Pago 


+ © 
aa) 


° 
3 


t 
+ 


atha gen tle emoen pees 
was expert in Ceometry. 
et : could 


O Ho chit 
. 
Pct Ow 
ie) 


ain 


revious 


iS ch ck ck 


ry in life. Such experiences 
do often change the course 


him,Dr.sahib was eeceptionally 


ce 


<x af 
ECL “Vv # 


from lr.Vines. Mr.Kotweal,on the other hend,used to 


G eal 
gn marks rather nig ge rdiy. One when approached 


inQeei tong. ter tern The - ee cud ert Cy ae ig 
hin fora ssigning less marks th Vinés, lir 


Nan WP, Vines,- ir. Ko tr, at 


_ 


Eotwal 
simply said: 
"You are a fool. He is an Englishman, 
We are Indians,and should write lucid, 
simple and idiomatic English. It will 
-&e much more beneficial." 


Accordingly, the young boy discarded the bombast 


and started acquiring a different style of idiomatic English, 


which,to quote him: 


" Stood me in good stead even at the College, 
beating as I did even those students who had 
offered English as Honours subject,and there- 
after throughout I was its thrall,and even at 
present,I write a simple and idiomatic English. 
This is,all due,to the golden advice of ny tea- 
cher? Kak® Kotwal." 


Tncidentally,the present-writer owes his style to 
~ 
Dr.Sahib's consistent and persistent wise counsels. He 
used to correct my English right upto 1995. It was after 
the publication of my thesis titled:Ghalib,Zis Life end 
Persian Poetry in 1957,that ne finally set the seal of 
approval. 

A sound and sympathetic teacher is like a skilled 
lapidfary. He must chisel and remove all the angularities 
in his pupils,and must not leave them untéss and until 
they are properly ship-shaped, polished and refined. A 
real teacher must constantly excercise a wholesome influ- 
ence on his pupils, sut such teachers are extremely rare. 
1 emulated my teacher,and I am proud of my pupils,as they 
are proud of me, to quote the teacher:- 

" My life took a strange turn for the better 

on account of the celestial attention of my 

teachers,both worthy and able. I was already 
diligent and industrious, but bag hace, Si tap 
red me on for further flights, Kaka Kotwal used 
to permit good and intelligent students to study 
by themselves. Thus,without much guidance,I did 
the courses of studies in Mathematius of Sixth 
standard all by myself. I never ,wasted a single 
moment of my life,nor I spent my time in sloth 


or negligence. I first worked,and then depended 
upon God's grace,and even 


aan - a2 - 


when God fad showered His fevours upon 
me,l did not waste my time Wifdte pursuits, 


Ee then quotes the following verses of Meulens Pumir- 
a f 
- 


men PS 4 ot: ae Be 


oil aoe a is he or ae 


He soon established himself as a student par 


Szcelience,so much so that rest.of the students used to 
um 
Bring their difficulties to pie Yn the subjects. Messrs 


= 
Muhammad Beqir Junejo end Karim Bakhsh Tanrri ever took 


— . 


Tuition from him. His life-long friend M 


Shah was very weak in Mathematics. Him |! 


The Sayyid also aclmowledged his debt 
Oming that but for his friend's help and assistance in 
My fathematics,he would Never have risen high in life. 

In those days,the academic year used to start 
in Januery every year. In 1915,the annusl examination was 
edvenced by three months,vith the result thet the students 
had had to study much more than it was needed. This 
young Daudpote to do general reading,as he went through 
several other books. He stood first in ell the subjects in 
the ennusl examination,rinning the much-coveted STANDARD 
Prize. At the same time,he firmly established his fame in 
the school,end became the darling of his teachers and the 
hero of his class. He was promoted to the Seventh Standard 


on April i1,1916. 
According to him,his batch was the best in the 


history of the school, But he forgot to remember that the 


batch of 1928 during his Principalship was is still being 


weer o > vet > ee 2 


as wavy as 20 were sutcessfMl in 1929, and one securing 
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considered the best,because of the twenty-seven selected 
Sy boys" ( as he used to call the students of stanard 
VII-A ),as many as twenty-three were declared successful 

at the Matriculation Examination in 1929, Fifttéen of us 
secured more than 60% marks ( the University of bombay 

aid not assign a class or division in those days ), bringing 
the pass percentage to 35,which is as yet to be surpassed, 
Whe late Abdur Rahim Hashimi,the son of Maulavi Abdul Ghafur 
of the Cantonment Railway mosque,and the maternal nephew of 
Hafiz Ghulam Rasul of Masjid-i-Oassaban, Saddar, stood first 
in Persian and was awarded the Sir Frank Souter's Scholarship. 

*o revert to the subject. Mr.Nihalchand was 

the Class-master,and taught History and Geography. Mr. 
Vines used to engage the class in "nglish,and Mr.lluhammad 
Raza. Shirazi, who was appointed as an Assistant Professor 

of Petsian at the D.J.Arts College in I9I7,used to teach 
English and Mathematics. Mr, Shirazi was a member of the 
sahai Brotherhood, and was an exceptionally good man.Mr. 
Shirazi was d@owmed in the carngyorous Phuleli canal in 
Hyderabad in June 1925 in the company of Mr.M.U.Abbasi.He 
was succeeded by Mirza Sulaiman Safavi. Persian,of course, 
was taught by Mirza Sahib, while Maulavi Abdur Rahim Mangsi 
was the Figh teacher. It was during this year that having 
been inspired by the Persian Teavher,khat together with 
his chassmate Miran Muhammad shah, Dr. Daudpota composed a 

a fairly long poem in Persian on Thatha Nagar. The friend 
said the first hemistich,and he completed the aigich, be- 
cause he was strong at ryhmes. 
To quote him:s- 


i Miran Muhammad Shah was & good poet; 
so I passed on my headache also to hin." 


Bin." Se ae 
Dr. Daudpota applied himself fa an assiduous 


study,so that time with him passed on peacefully.To 


quote him:- 


"Time passed on peacefully. I had already 
baked myself in the pursuit of the know- 
ledge. Hard-work and application to my books 
had become my second nature,so that every 
thing looked so easy. The friends were comfor- 
ting,and the teachers kind and loving. Life 
looked like a rose. I knew that there vould 
be no rose without 4 thorn, and nothing could 
be achieved without going through the nill. 
Hence, 'heart within and God overhead',!I app- 
lied myself assiduously to my studies." 


That year,he spent the Winter vacation with Mr. 
” - Trkhur 
Miran Muhammad Shah in the latter's home-towm called Shaker 


Sharif in Hyderabad district. Dr. Sahib used to speak 
feelingly about the Sayyids of this place. They were 
great people, learned and hospitable. He had formed a 
very good impression of Sayyid gain-Ul-Abidin ghah, and 


Muhammad Shah, the father and paternal uncle of Miran Muhan- 


mad Shak respectively. Sayyid Abdul Hakim Shah was the 
chief of the Sayyids then. Between the tom and the hill 
there lay the tombs of carhindi Pirs,and the purial- 
ground of the Sayyids. These he used to visit on every 


Friday. To quote him:- 


"Ag gaid earlier,our ancestors were the disciples 
of the Naashbandi Pirs, although at present, do 
not profess to belong to any sehool,nor do I 
believe in any class of this +ype, although I do 
hold all the classes, holymen, learned men and 
gaints of God in highest esteem. Even in those 
days when my mental make-up was quite different, 
T had a flair for all this,as I have even now, Lelieve 
believing that I ado that these great souls who 
pass their life in divine contemplation, caring 
little for the worldly wealth, greed and avarice, 
are a source of divine inspiration and comfort, 

I do believe in their solicitude and prodigies, 
because when one sees how the Hindu hernits 

work wonders, the staunchest Pahifers of the 

Holy Prophet( peace of ALLAH be upon him ) 

could all the more work greater wonders." 
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Principal Buteni,then as Professor of Physics,hailed 


from Sehwen,end for that reason he used to call Dr.Daudpota 
(cu licl- 
came in his direct, in ee gy es ey 
and Bulan was NW 


was given e seat in the Mitharan inti dtaii' Superimtendent 


=- 
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"cousin". ee ‘ 


Reefesser—wes at that time. It was customary then that the 
topmost student at the B.A. Examination was ollocated a 
single room on the ground floor in the northern wing. I was 


also allocated such a room in 1935,but I declined the 


Dn, Daudpota and Professor Rutani remained 


thrdyughout 1ife. Mr Buteani wks Principal o 


durinad 1927-42.\The college mac much head-wax during 


veers. Ne Golden Jubilee of the Ynstitution wa 


1942, during 
bounds. The College G 
his regime for a week from 
Jenuary ,1937. On this o 


eni of Inglish,had 


Book par excellence,being a veritable treasure-house of infor- 


nah 


@ation about the college,and the Higher Education in Sindh 


retired in 1948,and in 1945, joined 


shed Sindh Muslim College,founded on Jun 


the presence of the Quaid-i-Azam himself. He 
Science Ieboratories,and left for Bombey in 


= 
National Col! ege,B ard to, 


{,T.B.College,Surat,in 1956. = 
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us itterwards Kam Bahadur S,D,Contractor's services 
lent to the Board for appointment as Principal of the 
sah, Thus,two Parsis contrélled the school. This was 
@e-sore to many,but no one could raise the voice . Dr. 
gadpota contributed two consecutive articles in Sindhi to 
anid,then the only Sindhi Daily in Sindh. This had the 
dred effect,and Mr,Mulla was asked to quit the school. 

#0 was his Fast year in the college as = student, 

‘Bt that time,the Khilfat Movement was at its penk,end the 
Students used to be persuaded to leave their studties and 
fein the movement,and propagate its mission, Dr. Daudpota 
@iso fell victim of the movement,and as such, toured Dadu 
end attended the Conference in the company of his benefactor 
Beulavi Abdur Rahim. Just at the time that he had nearly 
Gecided to give up his studies,there came a letter from 
Ehawja Hasan Jan Sirhindi,advising him not to teke the leap 
in the dark. This had the salutegry effect,and he abandoned 
the idea of joining hands with the promoters of the move- 
aent. This was the turning point in his life. 

A similar incident happened taxmx with me, In 
2950,when I was a student of the Intermediate srts,I got 
disgusted with my life,and forgetting all about the books, 
wished most devoutly to join the Afghan Consulate at Kara- 
chi, The Counsellor Asadullah Khan had actually selected me, 
but before he could issue the appointment letter,he was 
recalled by his Government. I was left high end dry. One 
night,my dear mother appeared in dream,and passing on a 
cup of milk to me, advised me to desist from my mad pursuit 
and continue my scholastic career, saying that my betterment 
ley in my studies. This changed my course of life. 


hl 


sou ios 


This is what he wrote about the Degree Examina- 
tion held in Bombay in 192I:- 


"The last m& year of the college came 
to a happy end. I was well prepared. In 
those days,the Honoyrs Examination used to 
be held in the University of Bombay itself. 
The Non-Cooperation Movement was at its 
peak,and the fear was that the Congressites 
might picket the Examination Hall. Hence, 
while my other classmates preferred to stay 
away,I sailed for Bombay. In Bombay,I was 
lodged in the Bahai Hall ( to the north of 
the Victoria Terminus ),and was very well 
looked after by the chief missionary Agh® 
Mahmud Zargani at the instance of Professor 
@ Shirazi. 


" The Bahai Hall was just near the 

University( about two furlongs ). Hence, there 

was no difficulty in reaching the University. 

All was quiet,and no one picketted# the Exa- 

mination Hall. I did all the Papers to my 

heart's satisfaction, But this is a long 

story." 

The story still remains to be told,as the auto- 
biography ends here abruptly. From this point,I take up 
the link,and make an honest endeavour to somplete the 
life-story of my beloved Master. 

The remaining pages were duly corrected by Dr. 
SahibsHence their authenticity. In other words,the entire 
biography is authentic and approved. 

The result was published,and he was rewarded 
with a First Class First in Sindh,this time Persian did 
the trick. Perhaps with Mathematics the results might 
have been different once again. 

His close second was Mr.Mulchand Jangaldas 
thalcur, who secured a second class,while IMr.Yar Muhammad 


@ Uunejo, referred to above,simply passed. He was appointed 


a Government Dakhisna Fellow for two years,and received 


Rs.60/- per month, He was also given a single-seated room 


in the hostel . 
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The College was not recognized in Persian or 
Arabic upto 19424 for the Master's Degree. Having acquired 
a taste for Arabic and a rank in Persian, dr, Jaudpota decid- 
ed to take up Arabic as the Principal subject, and Persian 
as the subsidiary subject. At the same time,he continued 
to serve as a teacher,engaged tutorial classes in the col- 
lege,and coached students privately at the residence of Mr. 
Mirza sulaiman Safavi. It was here that I first came in con- 
tact with hin, 
Pen-portrait 

- _ Here,I would like to draw a pen-portrait of Dr. 

Daudpota,as 1 first saw nim in 1922,and by so doing, I 


present the correct picture,as the portrayal was duly 


given the finshing touches by MAMBO dic de vy fuinds x 


Mr, Daudpota of the early twenties was much 
different from Dr.Daudpota of the later twenties. ite was 
quite different when he left for England in 1924,and quite 
changed in health,deportment and physiognomy when he retur- 
ned in 1927. 

young Daudpote, though slim in body,with sunken 
ch@eks and hollows at the temples,had a fairly good health. 
He wore a short beard and 2 thick bushy moustache. He did 
not wear glasses. He was not properly dressed either. On 
his head,he donned a soft and folding Rez or Yurkish cap, 
Wiblcicerniun~sseksé= 1. He wore 2 pyjama, with-custeq 

‘ lshs cds ‘ 
acibiieahecteesthaksnolese. GW was always 2 little 
above the ankles. He used to wear a long black pauplin 
coat,stitched after the fashion of the Parsi coat. 

Qn return,the uncouthness was hammered into a 
fine personal culture by his stay and associations with 
the cultured environment of an English life. ‘the difference 
was so pronounced that those who had seen him in 1924, 
hardly could) recognize him on his return, ‘tthe metamorphosis 


was grand and complete in gait,mannerism and expression, 


He was immaculately 


Smatinicix = 45 
immaculately 


Gressed. He had gmmmm gone a little bald. The beard had 
disappeared,and the moustache stood gracefully trimmed, 

The cheeks had gone plump and ums pinkish. He looked 

more graceful with golden rimmed spectacles. The physique 

om the whole had developed a beautiful symmetrical rotumdity. 
Bis general health,on the whole,was at its peak,being both 
robust and radiant. Surely thet Mfe of an individual changes 
every moment,though mot perceptible to the naked human eye. 
With life changeg shapes of all things around,both physical 
end metaphysical. 

It was in early 1925,that he sprang up a sur- 
prise by securing, First Class Tisnt'b, tes entire University 
in Siete ot ots temsianttaney Sees eneraer tie much cove- 
téd CHANCELLOR'S MEDAL. He was the first Sindhi to have 
achieved that distinction.It was a great honour for Sindh, 
and what is more,none else could achieve that distinction 
thereafter! 

At the instance of Dr.Gurbuxani,the post of Lectu- 
rership in Sindhi and Arabic was created by the Sindh Col- 


legiate Boardyand he was appointed to the post,affording 


him an opportunity to teach and popularise the languages 
t& and promotion 
of his heartdlanguages to the cultivationfof which he had 


dedicated his life ever since, 
Grent of Government of Indie Scholarship 

Once in 192%,he was interviwed by the then 
Commfssioner-in-Sindh Mri, Mountford for the post of 
Deputy Collector. This Englishmen atonce saw in the candi- 
dated the makings of a scholer,and advised him not to care 
for 2 Revenue job,but to go to Inglend and win fresh leu- 


rels; But he being the son of a poor MEE peasant expressed 


expressed ~ 49 - 
bis inability outright,vhereupon that noble Inglishmen 
recommended his name to the Government of India for the 
eward of © State Scholership. To his wonderment, joy and 
eed Iuc¥,e State Scholarship was sanctioned. 
Best-mard Ho! 

His resources were further hushanded by Mir 
Chutem Vuhemmad Khan of Tando Bago, It is said that when 


person 
Tature wishes to fevour a pemm,she generally does so with 


lIsvish hands. Insecrutable are the ways of God. Man cannot 


thems , 
fathom,try hard as one may! semerdingixg 
} 
Accordingly, the self-same rustic Tad ‘tat, from 


Teltisailed for nglend ty"S.8.China™ on October J, 1924, 

preaching London on October 50,1924. Immediately on arrivel, 
he osmeae- ——— to Dr.Gurbuxeni by a ceblegremms. 
In his letter/dated 12th Neovember,i924,he wrote as unders- 


" I> arrived in Eondon on the 30th ultino, 
end sent you e cablegram which you must have 
received on the next day. I met the High 
Commissioner for India on the same day. 
Things were unsettled,and I was directed 
to see the C e University Authorities 
personally. I ‘met Professor Broyvme on the 
seme day,end subsequently others by appoint- 
ment to consult with them regarding the 
choice of a subject for Research. The fol- 
lowing subjects were in ny views~ 

4: The History of Sindh under the Arab Rule 
2, Poetical Mitereture of Andelus 

3. Philology ; 


The first two although very good subjects 
otind that nobody in 
intimate knovledge 
of them. Th end myself did 
wot like to take it up. 


undertake 

British Museum,end Professor 

suggested that I may write a dissertation 
on the Influence of Arabic Poetry on the 
Early Persian Poetry. Now these two subjects 


jects « 50-< 


I have submittedfor the Research Board's 
approvel. The decision will be made very 
soon, 


Writing in the same letter,he complains about the 
rary of Cambridge University in the following terms:s- 


" I could not keep this Term,and will be 
admitted to the University from the next 
Term. For the time I am learning French 
end German,end spend some time in the Uni- 
versity Library in reading certain books. 
This Library is not so rich as the Bodelian 
Library at ford,and I made a mistake in 
joining this University." 


s 
In his letter/to the self-same Dr.Gurbuxani,which 

are November and December 31,1924, 

Ses dated Rerember 26,1924fne announces the approval of the 


subject,and repeats his opinion about the Mbraryf—as unders— 


*" The Board of Research Studies have decided 
to accept me as a Research Student,end I shaki 
be eamitted to the University from the next 
term. Gut of the two subjects suggested for a 
dissertation,I feel inclined to take up the 
'The Infilwence of Arabic Poetry upon Persien 
Poetry,as it will give a greater out-ltok, 
aithough it is much too vast and vague." 


“ ¥ I made a mistake in coming to this 
University. The Iibrary,es far as the Oriental 
Studies are concerned,is not adequate. Although 
I can go to Oxford Bodleen Library,British Mu~ 
seum,end India Office,yet itis very inconvenient. 
This University efforded no facilities for 
studying the History of Sind. But 1 have deter- 
mined to make researches into the History of 
Sind alongside mt Thesis,vhich also requires 
terrible work. 


" I have begun to study Senscrit and give 
it about half om hour every day;this to enable 
me to find if eny materials are available in 
the Sanscrit literature regarding the ancient 
History of Sind." 


The above passages are proof positive of the fact 


that Dr.Daudpota was not the corruptor of time. Verily, 


Time corrupts those corrupt it. He tried to 
make~the most of the time at His disposal,end es such, 
set about to arm himself with all the necessary accoutre- 
mek 


tre- - Sa - 
hed 
ent for the stru€gle Iying shead. Beter,he mise had 
Zessons in Spanish,Italien and Russian Lenguages as well. 
Wxikx It seems that at the time of sailing for 
Egland,he was determined to do away with his beard, end 
Ss such,hafi fitted him up with the necessary materials. 
In his letter to Dr.Gurbumani,dated 4th February,1925,he 
indivated his final decision in the following words:- 
" I have not hithero meade use of the Gillette 
I bought there,but I mean to do so in the 
near future. I wish to get rid of this 
outward semblance of e beard which makes 


pointed at. Hope,you will find my next 
photo aungele 


It also seems probable that Dr.Gurbyjani hed a mind 


in bettering prospects at the college,end as such,wished to 
join an English University for a Doctorate. His dutifut 
pupil immediately on arrival set about the tesk,end informed 
the teacher in his letter quoted immedialy aboves- 


= I remember you had asked me to inquire 
about the best course that will make 
entitle you to a higher degree. All the 
Universities require at least a stay of 
two years in Inglend. I think you can 
easily get a furlough for two years to 
enable you to do this. In my next letter 
I will write to you the names of different 
Professors with whom you can correspond 
regarding the courses of studies suitable 
for you, I am of the opinion that you will 
do well if you do some Research work in 
Senscrit for which London and Oxford are 
eminently fitted. You will further write. 
the life and work of Shah Abdul bLetif in 
English,end have it published here. This 
will hekp you very much,and will atonce 
establish your name in tend, After ob- 
taining the Ph.D in two years,you whll be 
entitled to obtain the D.Mtt§by writing 
a book ee£-2 History Of Bindsesccccccccee 
Get me hope that you set about this serious- 


y." 

Dr.Gurbuxani ultimately Woined the School of Orien- 
tal Studies in Eondon,and started doing Research regarding 
Mysticism in English Poetry in 6. Earlier, Dr. Daudpota 
had gnquired from the German, amit borough, Dubl 
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Sticism in fnglish Poetry. It was in 1926. Earlier, 

.Dmudpota bad satisfied himself that no University in 

and England including those of the Eainboreush, Edinturgh 
Zin and Belfast could allow a student to submit his 

ssis for the Ph.D,in one year. 

Dr:Daudpota suffered from insonmia in 1925. Dr. 


buxeni advised him to take rest and prescribed certain 
dicine,asking him to have the constent use of elmond ofl. 
It was a serious attack,but by the grace of Godzzoon gone. 
Ze wrote to Dr.Gurbuxeni on December 2,1925e~ 


" My health became so poor,owing to skeep- 
lessness,that I was advised by the Doctors 
to remain in bed,yend was forbidden from 
reading and writing. It was thought that 
this state of sleeplessness was probably 
due to strain on the eyessconsequently I 
was advised to have my eyes examined by a 
Specialist who found the left eye very de- 
fective. He then put drops in the eyes, 

end after two days! treatment he prescribed 
glasses for constent use. So I have heen 
wearing them since yesterday .cccccccscess 

I have also learnt to ride on a bicycle and 
begun playing Tennis. The Doctor advises 
diversification of time." 


During the intevals,Dr.Daudpota visited Russia,Germany, 
FrenceySpain,Ireland and Scotland. “hile Principal of the 
Sindh Madrasah,he once related to us the following story of 


the worst cohlour-bar in Europes 


® Once, went to the beach along with some 
of ny fnglish friends. There I saw a young 
German girl engaged in talk to one of ny 
friends. This excited my curiosity,and I 
addressed he,but to my utter surprise and 7, /, 
chagrin,she ‘refused to have anythin : 
me, She saids'You are swartz,me black’, 
and immediately went away. Thereafter,I 
held myself aloof from eens people." 

still 
This curse,this bane,xkkkk is/found rampant in its 


most virulent form, .But why to ery about it? 
Dr.Daudpota worked under th guidimce of Dr, 
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a - at Emmanuel College 
Dr.Daudpota worked/umder the guidance of 


.R.A.Nicholson,the femoug translator and commentator 
ef the Mathnawi,the suject of Research being The hi 
@ivence of Arabic Poetry on the Development of Persian 
Poetry. H e himself made out copies of the Thesis,and 
presented it to the University in March 1927,and was 
edmitted to the Doctwpate of Philosophy in- June 21,1927. 


oe 3 


Professor 7, .Amold of ‘Preachingsof Islam fame,vho was 
elso Professor of pee Sir Muhammad Iqbal,was the Referee. 

Announcing the happy news to his Teacher in 
his letter dated July 20,1927,he wrote as under:- 


® You will be pleased to hear that I got 
the Doctorate on the 2ist of June,and that 
I shall leave London on 26th August,and be 
with you on about the 18th of September. I 
am enclosing my Degree photo.shich,I hope, 
- you will like." 

Eend-lady's predictions — 

During his stay at Cambridge,he stayed as paying 


guest with an old lady,who was adept in reading cards. He 
related to me the following predictions made by the land 
Eady on the day that he was embarking for Bombay #m Sep— 
tember,1950 for taking/his appointment as Professor of 
Arabic at the Ismail Yusuf College at Jogeshwaris- 

"In 2926,the Land-Lady predicted that 


4-~ I would hear the sad news of the death 
of one of my nearest relations. 

2-~ Immediately on my arrival at Karachi 

I would get a handsome post of responsibi- 
lity,bgut would be compelled against my 
wishes to leave that job after three years. 
Z-~ I would then get another better appoint- 
ment in a far-off place,where after a stay 
of nine years would go back home on a still 
more responsible and lucrative post." 


Whereas the second and the third predictions will 


be discussed at their \proper places,the first proved 


correct immed ig ci afterwards he received the 


Jam Kha 
ed news OF Sy a h oy sister, She\died in 1926. 
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Yhereas the second the third predictions will 


Be discussed at their proper places,the first proved 
correct almost immediately because he received the sad 
mews of his only sister Jamal Khatin Joho expired in 1926, 
The same Tand-lady tried her best to convert 

him to Christianity,somewhere in January,1927. In reply 
to his letter about the matter,Dr.Gurbuxmi wrote back 
es unders- 

«I am ‘euekie sed by the missionary lady's 

fruitless efforts to convert you. I have 

heard from thinking people here ( London ) 

that Christianity is on its last legs." 
The Second Prophesy comes true 

Mr.Contractor left the Sindh Madrasah in 1922, 
succeeded by Mr.Q-efterwards Kian Sahib ) Murid ALi. wr. 
Murid Ali was a strict disciplinarian,hoest,hardiag wor- 
king and sincere man. He had toned up the school, But 
the members of the Board being flatterers,wished to appoint 
» white man instead; Thus,in 1925,they appointed Mr. A.M, 
Matthews,an Anglo-Indien from behore. He was an M. A, in 
English,having studied at the Foreman College,lehore, Mr. 
Matthews was a smart young man with a lot of imagination 
and chergy. Appararently yhe evinced a keen interest in the 
institution,but in reality,with the support of white men 
at the helm of affairs in the Province,he went on swindling 
the school. The Board had given him full freedom and a 
free hand in the affairs of the institution. 

Not satisfied with all that,he once pluyed a 

hoax on the Board,because in 1926,he gob himself deckared 


a Dodtor of Literature from 


ocatutatery functia 
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2 Doctor of Literature ( D.latt. ) from Durham University. 
& telegraphic message to that effect from the supposed 
Registrar of the University was so cleverly timed that it 
synchronised with a finction arranged in honour of Mr. 
( afterwards Khan Bahadur Sir ) Ghulam Husain Hidayatullah 
in the Hall of the Madrasah. He recived a great ovation. 
In fact, the function was arranged more for the reception 
of the congratulary cablegram than for Mf. Hidayatulkah. The 
Seard was thus bamboozled into granting him several advance 
increments. 

as 

JustZlove and musk cannot be hid,evil Bike murder 
will out,because soon thereafter this swindler and a sor- 
cerer,met his doom. He was exposed to his marrow,when in 
1927,Principal S.C,Shahani retired and the post was ad- 
vertised. Mtthews had also put in his application for the 
post,eand it was taken for granted that with a D.Mitt. to 
his credit,and with the support of the thite men at his 
back,he would get the post without any hitch or hindrenance, 
But sometimes the well-—laid plans of men and mice do go 
wrong! 

Principal Shehani was succeeded by Professor 
Butani,being the next men in seniority. Dr.Gurbuxani,on 
the other hand,having sehsed earlier the fmpending retire~ 
ment of Shahani,had,in 1926,proceeded to London for obtai- 
ning a Ph.D. in English,hoping against hope that on his 
return he would be able to dislodge Mr.Butani. Butani on 
the other hand precipitated the exit of Shehani,so that 
when Gurbuxani was still at his Thesis,he was firmly sadd- 
led in the post. This had cut Gurbuxani to the quick, 


but Oe a mow of the candidature and likely suc~ 
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ess of Mr.Matthews,he raged in fury,and undertook a journey 
to Durham for ascertaining the conferment of the degree 
om Matthews,and lo! to his sheer joy,the Registrar certi- 
@ied to the contrary. It proved to be « hoax,sheer and 
simple. He immediately cabled the news to the College Board, 
which passed it o to the Madrasah Board, The tables were 
turned against Mathews,who was sacked forthwith. 

Although the sack of Matthews did not help Dr. 
Gurbuxani,it did a lot of good to his pupil,because lear- 
ning of the succes of Dr, Daudpota,the Board unanimously 
selected him for the post of the Principal of the Madragah! 
This decision was taken when Dr.Daudpota was preparing to 
leave for Karachi. Tho could ever dream that the same rus- 
tic village boy who had entered its portals as a student 
only a decade ago,would so ‘soon be called upon to presidey 
over the destinies of his beloved y ? Thus, the 


° 
second puphecy of the land-lady came to,gtrue partly. 


Homeward Bound 
The full-fledged Doctor of Philosophy, the 


first in Sindh,reached Karachi on September 17,1927. He 
was accorded a tumultuous welcome at the Kiamari Narbour. 
He took over as Principal on September 21,1927. 

The citizens of Karachi hela a grand recep- 
tion on the laws of the Zoological Garden. The Muslim 
students elso held a reception in his honour, The Govern- 
ment of Bombay soon after nominated him as a member of 
the University of Bombay ,which nomination he retained 
right upto April 1948. ; 

Dr.Sahib deserved all these honours and many 


more that followed subsequently. 


Several Firsts 
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He had several £imkez Firsts to his credit.To 
enumerates 
Firstly, he was the first ever Daudpota to have 
received the modern education, 


Secondly ,he was the first Sindhi Muslim ever to 
head the sugcessful candidates from Sindh 
at the B.A & Hons ) Examination in 1921. 


Thirdly, he was the first ever to have sec= 
ured a FIRST CLASS FIRST at the M.A. Bxa- 
mination in 1923. 


Fourthly ,he was the first Sindhi ever to have sec~ 
ured CHANCEELOR'S GOLD MEDAL in 1983. 


Fifthly, he was the first Sindhi ever to have ob- 
tained the degree of the D6CTORATE OF 
PHILOSOPHY from IngZand in 1927. 


Sixthly, he was the first Lecturer in Sindhi and 
Arabic in 1925. 


Seventhly he was the first Sindhi Muslin ever to 
have been noni ted on the Senate of the 
University in ‘1927. 


Eighthly ,yhe was the first Sindhi lluskim ever to 
have got a direct appointment in Class 


e 


Ninthly ,yhe was the first Sindhi ever to have been 
néminated as a member of the Board of the 
Idara-i-Ma' arif, ty derabad, Deccan. 


Tenthly, he was the first Sindhi ever to have pres'- 
-ded over the ALI Pakistan Historical 
Conference at Karachi on 6th January, 
1956. 


Bastly, he was the first Sindhi ever’ to have been 
made a corresponding member of FUAD ZZ . 
ACADEW of Linguistics, Cairo, 
in 1954, 


The strangest thing about his education is that his 


father spent only Rs.14/- on him. 
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ncipal of Sindh Madrassh 
As said earlier,Dr.Daudpota took over on 
ptember 21,1927. At that time,the present writer ves 
Studying in Stenard VI-B. The students of the Matric huss 
Class and Stendards VI-A and B,had arranged a farewell 
Party in honour of the out-going Principal, Mir. Matthews. 
@. Muhammad Hasan Shaikh,then Superintendent of the Board- 
ing Houses,would not permit us to hold the function without 
the permission of the in-coming Principal, Thus handicapped, 
we decided to send somebody to wait on the newt Principal, 
end bring his written permission. The die was cast in ny 
favour,and I gladly accepted the errand. 
Dr.Daudpota was staying with Dr.Gurbuxani on the 
Strachan Road behind the Engineering College. As I often 
visited his house,I went straight up right into the Drawing 
Room, Dr.Gurbuxani came out,and enquired fromthe reason 
ef my visit. It was a fine morning. I requested him to 
introduce me to the Principal of the Madrasah. Dr. Daudpota 
soon joined us. Believe me,I could not believe my eyes. He 
was a changed man. As said earlier,he had gone sparsely 
bald,snd had become fairly stout and handsome. Instead of 
the wmruly hair,he had dressed them in an Mnglish fashion, 
parting them from the left. Instead of the bagey_py jama 
and a long flowing coat,he had a meticulously creased 
a three-piece 
and immaculately stitched, dark woollenfsuit. afxtireexpieres 
Hiss complexion had changed the tan and the tinge,his 
face having grom uniformally smooth on account of a ro- 


bust and radiant health. The cheeks had bulged up consi- 


were ; 
derably ,inviting attention. The beard had disappeared, 


peared, 
the thick bunch of moustache stood well-trimmed,add- 
ang magnetism to his gait and personality. 
Very impertantly yet most respectfully Pa 


gat bin a straight questions"Do you recognize me,Sir? * 


Pat came the answer + "Yes. Are you not the seme boy who 
Resided with Mr.Safavi?" "You are right,Sir",I replied. 
Sut you are a changed boy¥s ! " Flattered,I addeds 

“Sut you are also greatly changed,Sir.™ Both he and his 
teacher smiled, He granted the necessary permission,and I 
Ieft him with a happy oon ane the secret satisfation 
of having—ié-pleasure-of meeting and exchanging views 
with the new Principal,for was it not a great honour for a 
school boy of that age ? 

Ever since that meeting,I remained in closest 
contact with him,and as such,I can claim to mow him more 
fully than many. Ney,I had studied him very minutely smarked 
each and every little bit of his movementssmeasured each 
and every ‘step that he advanced, I imme had Lived in his 
house as a member of the family,and as such,I Imew him from 
all the possible angles--whether as a husband or as a 
fathersas a son or as an unclesas a brother or as a 
teacher or as a pupil. I knew each and every habit of his: 
In fact,yhe being my ideal in life,I had tried my very best 
to emulate him in many of his virtuous qualities,but I 
must confess that the more I tried to do so,the less I 
sueceeded,because it was extremely difficult to be a rank 
humanist and religious as he was. I could not imbibe any 
le’ the traits of his sterling character,excepting,of emurse 
course the complete submission to the wiIl of Allah. 


S0 


Ever since his assumption, Dr. Daudgota plunged 
elf enthusiastically in improving the tone and charac- 
of the school,whether educationallygmmax or morally or 

cially. 

His predecessor had literally sapped the energy 

the school. Financially,it was passing through the worst 
erisis of its career;educationally,it was at the lowest 
@epth of inefficiency s;morally, the canker of vices was gnaw~ 
Gne at the very vitals of the teachers and the taught. In 
fact,the dear Alma Mater looked like a goodly apple rotten 
et the core. Henee,yhe was beset with sttha difficult task 
of eradicating all evils,end restoring the institution to 
its original health and pitch of efficiency. Stupendous as 
the task was,it thawed before his indomitable wiIl,and his 
stern and straightforward administration. 

To begin with,he set about husbending the finan- 
ees of the school. Ee made a whirke-wind tour of Sindh,car- 
trying the beggar's bowel,and collected as much as Rs.£0,000 
in a short period of time. On Septepber 1,1928,he organised 
Founder's Day in quite a novel fashion. He prepared school 
fiags,end boxes,end distributed them amongst the senior 
students,esking them to spread over the city,end collectias 


2s much ns possible from the people,promising to reward 


the best collectors. The move proved to be a grend suecess, 


es we,the students,collected in one dey more than Rs.12,900/-. 
He sugmented the empty Fndownent Fund. In this way,during 
three years of his stay in the gchool,he converted the 
annoying deficit into an inspiring surplus. It was,by no 


means,mean achievement. It was sll a Jebour of love, because 


because = 6 = 
in this wey he was setting the house in order, end putting 
the school on an even keel. 

His next step was to tone up and streamline 
the administration. Mr.Matthews had gathered pound him 


ot nind ¢. | 
# band of selfish Svots) and morelly depraved nincompgops, rors 


Fe got rid of them one by one, and replaced them with honest, 
eincere and morally strong persons of proven character and 
ability. The trait of teachers began during his days,so 
that at the time of his departure in 1950,half of the Staff 
was either highly qualified or trained. 

This dome,he maintained a vigorous and vigi- 
lant watch over the quality of teaching side,end saw to it 
that the average student received instruction in the best 
possible way. Regularity and punctuelity were insisted upon 
both in regard to the teachers and the taught. This soon 
resulted in an all-round improvement, thereby raising the 
standard of quelity to e high pitch. 

He himself was working the hardest. Besfifies 
Looking atts the adminstration,he was teaching VII-A for 
2s many as 17 periods a week, teaching General Knowledge, 
Mathematics ,and sometimes even History. ‘the Matriculation 
resultg for 1929,elready referred to above,was the reward 
for his sincere and conscientious Iabour during 1928. 

Dr.Daudpota did not rest with that. He galva- 
nised the extra-mural activities as well. Technical ins~ 
truction was introducedsphysical education including 
Sports and Games were pepped up,end the students were 
turned into fine boxers. The Gricket,Hockey and Football 
teams were a formidable force, winning leurels everywhere. 


Dr. Daudpota,as said elsewhere,was an excellent 
, ’ 


teacher,kind,affectionate and loving. Fresh from England, 


Be save his best to our batch in 1928,teaching English as + 
be 


frere sitting in the presence of Sir Arthur Quiller Couch 
himself. We gained immensely,with the result that all those 
whom he taught could not be matched in English Composition 
ever thereafter, He taught us pictorial English,in the 
sense that a single sentence when enlarged could easily 
be painted ver the Canatryre. 

He was in love with teaching. He never for 
a@ moment gave his students to understand that learning was 
an unwanted lumber, which was seldom wanted on the voyage 


of life. Instead,he created a thirst for knowledge. 


After the financial position was retrieved,he 
rented freeships to es many as 10% of the poor,deserving 
end talented students. Similarly,he arranged to get the 
wuuber of several scholarships increased considerably , vith 
the result that in 1929,the strength of the school rose 
to 1200,only the First Stendard having as many es eleven 
sections. Even the Talpur House was fully occupied. 
The usuel Night Tuition, the teaching of the 
Holy Qur'an,the saying of Prayers and the Morning Drill 
were enforced vigorously. The Vines Club library was fur- 
Fished end the Boarders asked to take full adventage. The 
Weekly Debates under the Club were revived,himself attending 
| the Debates or Elocution Competition on every Saturday. 
He peid an equal attention to the Boarding 
Houses,end to the well-being of their inmates. He himself 
used to % take a round at night and see things for himsel?: 
ALL the three Houses were full to capacity,some of the rooms 
accommodating three students. 

In short,during his very brief stey ,Dr.Sahib 
changed the very complexion of the school. It became the 
much sought-after school in Karachi. Metamorphosis was 
complete. 


Lack of appreciation 


It hws been the bane of the Madreseah Board to 
i of a Muslim Head 

ignore the gealous end sincere services teat. 
of the school. Mr. Murid Ali was treated like-wise. yr. 


was not grated a single increment for all the three years. 


Moreover,he was not even granted three months privilege 
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leave,which was his birth-right. This speaks volumes of 
the deep-rooted prejuidice of the high-ups of the Board. 
Tn ny opinion,it was due to the fact that the Doctor could 
not fawn upon any one and sing to r tune.- No one who 
is competent,efficient. and selfless can stoop so low as 
te to the whims and caprices of such concienceless and 
power hungry people. DrBaudpota hated flattery and disdai~ 
ned sycophancy..Flattery works wonders unaimaginable,but 
its effects are only short-lived, Merit,on the other hand, 
is bound to be recognized in the long run,end lives for 
ever. To put in the words of Jemi in Yusuf 2uletkha + 
ILO N Slee 4 sab Cel Fo 


Berets cannot be hidsit leaps out of the ) 
window if the door is closed." ) 


True,even the Prophet is not honoured at home,what to 
sey about ordinary mortals. Dr;Sehib was working none just 
out of love for his spiritual mother, snd wented only pitt- 
ence to Live upon. The Board wanted to bring a white man 
in his plece,and much against his wishes,terminated his 
services so abruptly end mceremmiously, God willed it 


Toke : 
quite differently,because before the Beard could,the sikly 


decision,he was offered the post of Professor of Arabic 
at the Ismail College,Bombey. 
Hearty Bendeoft 

Thus,exactly after three years, this gem of a 
man and jewel of » teacher,prepared to Leave Karechi for 
Bombay. The news of his departure spread in the city like 
a wild fireyend demped the spirit of his well-wishers and 
loving pupils. We all collected a handsome waemnt,end 


and, - 4 - 
erranged a grand Farewell Party on the law of the sehool, 
He wes presented with an Adress wherein his services to 
the institufion in general,yend te the student community in 
pean: pertioular were loudly eulogised. It was on Octo~ 
ber 1,1952,that he sailed for Bombay by a Haji Qasim Boat: 
About 500 friends and admirers had gone to the harbour to 
see him off. The present writerg actually burst into tears 
when the dear teacher embraced him and kissed him on the 
fore-head. He always used to kiss him on the forehead. 
This completed the second prophecy of the old 
lend-lady. 
life in Bombsy 
Ismail Yusuf College 
This college was founded by Sir Muhammad Yusuf 
of Nahwa ( an ialettncat Bombay ) in March 41980. This 
philenthropist hed donated a sum of Rs,8,00,000 to the 
Government of Bombay in 192 toward the uplift of the Mus- 
tim community. During World War I,the amount swelled to 
Rs.22,00,000,but in the Post War period it slumped to Rs, 
210,00,000 . Sir Maukavi Refi-Ud-Din Ahmad,at one time a 
tutor in Urdu to Queen Victoria in late sixties,was Minis~ 
ter of Education in 1929. He decided to start a full- 
fledged Degree College for the benefit of the Muslim comm- 
unity, Hence, the college started functioning from June 
cit Anaauaal the able — boy Dr. Muhammad 
Bazi-Ur-Rehman,an erstrhile pupil of Professor Edward 
Grenvill Brome of Cambridge Universityand the author 


of The Literary History of Persia . Dr.Browne has 


aclmowledged in glowing terms the ability of his pupil 
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n 
the Fourth Volume of his megum opus. 
Dr.Rehnien was a class teacher, scholar, adminis~ 


tor,colleague and friend. He had a command over Arabic, 
on and Urdu, His Thesis in Inglish about Al-Jabiz ,is 


= 


distinct and valuable addition to our Titerature. Above 


the 
Di ke social aspect of his life as also his personal cul- 


re Was simply brilliant. He would not mind attending the 
adding of his sweeper’s daughter. He served the college 
a little over 17 years,and died of heart-failure in the 
ge2ll hours of May 16,1947,and was buried in the verandah of 
the college mosque. His father, Mautavi Rhalilur Rehman ywas 
the author of a book in Urdu titled The Moors in Spnin, 
Dr-Rehnian was very kind to me. He was respon— 
Sible for ny entry into the Bombay Educational Service in 
2357,end kater for my transfer to the Elphinstone College in 
4989. It was on accomt of his persistant endeavoprs that 
I undertook to write my Thesis about Mirza Asadullah Khan 
GHALIB, Unfortunately,yhe could not see it completed. I have 
dedicated its Urdu version to him,as the original ras 
dedicated to DrzDaudpota. The title of the original work is 
Ghalib Jiis Life and Persian Poatry published in 1957 ,and 
that of its Urdu version Shai hehwi-Sukiin, published in 


Octoder, 1970. 
Ismail college is situated on the top of 


the Jogeshwari hills ( famous for its caves },and commands 
a beautifuk penorama of a wonderfyl landscape. The slopes 
ef the vast campus of the colkege are studded with palm 
trees. The college magazine is called Ine Palms. After 


the Monsoons the entire arena puts on the grand and superb 
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of bewitching greenery,and presents e scene for 
s angels to marvel at. The entire atmosphere is condu~ 
© to ideal scholarship. The campus of the Karnatak 
2m ege at Dhawar,wherein I passed nearly 30 months of { 
Sui corcerjtixeswise a veritable paradise on saa 
. It was at this college that Dr. Daudgota. 
fomd himself in right elements. He took over on November 
=0,4950,and took up his residence at 53 St.Paul's Road in 
Sendra. He occupied four houses during his stay of 83 
years, His second house was 156 St. Anthony's Road off Ste 
Grril Rond;the third on the Hill Road.It was called ihr ; 
Fillejand Dine Villa on Pali Hill Road was the Tast. 
Bandra is the most beautiful suburb of 
Bombay. It was called the Black/ Hollywood, Most of 
the Film Stars reside here. Dilip Kumar or Yusuf Khan ; 
was my neighbour while he was staying at the Malla, | 
Its population is formed by all cross-sections. Chris- 
tians are in ma jority sMuslims come next, end then the 
Parsis. In those days,Hindus were very few. But since 
1947,Bendra houses the Sindhi Hindus. Christians were 
mostly Catholics,and were bad neighbours, umfriendly 
and unhelpful. Bandra Salughter-House is the largest. 
Bendra has two beautiful hills,the Mount Mary 
Hilk and the Paki Hill. They are inhabited by the wealthy 
class. These hills,present a wonderful vista of the 
Arabian Sea. The Bandra-Yoint creeks on Byramji Hoad 
are the veritable meeting place of all cross-sections. 
Gartar Road which takes off from Chimbaee and terminates 
at a point near Dandaya small fishermen's villege,is 


another fine artery ,with beautiful villas facing the Sea. i 
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In this very suburb,I passed nine years from Novem- 


7 1939 to July 10,1948,having occupied as many as seven 
Zifferent houses,33-A St.Paul's being the last,eand Nathalia 


Tottage on St.Cyril Road,the first. 

In these ideal surroundings, Dr.Daudpota apblieay 
Simsclf assiduously to the promotion of Arabic. He soon 
sttracted students from far and near. Students began to 
flock round him from Sindh,Gujaret,Maharashtra and the 
Bermatak. He was always found surrounded by students, even 


st his residence. 


He helped his students with food,books and 
Giothings. He was one of the most popular figures of the 
@ollege,loved and liked alike by the teachers and the 
Geught. He had a place in the University,and a voiceia 
Ga the academic life of the institution. He was Phe DO 
@& the Matriculation right upto the M.A. Sxaminations. For 
Several years,he was Chairman of Paper-setters, Moderators 
end Examiners at the Matriculation Examination. The present 
Writer was also Chairman for 1945 and 1946, 
In the social life of the Metropolis,he 
s too much in demand,having been aspociated with almost 
the socio-cultural associations.Mr. Ali Muhammad Mekl1, 
Stock and Exchange magnet,and President of the Islamic. 
Search Association,was extremely enamoured of his scholar- 
It was during his stay in Bombay that he edited 
> Chachnamsh,and the Tarikh-i-Matasumi,published in 
5 and 1937 respectively. The former was published by 
=> Persian Manuscripts Sdociety,and the latter, by the Bhan- 


started 
Serkar Research Institute,Poona. He had/translatiig Ibn 


pas 
Ghaidun's Prolegemena,. 


Gome-ward Bound Again 
Now is sheutithe time wnen the third prophecy 
ef the land-lady is proving to be true. Dr. Daudpota is 
peing once again recalled home to take the charge of a 

more responsible and lucrative post. 

whe late Khan Bahadur wur-Ud-Din Ghulam Ali 
Bana (a. Novenber I970,and about is life-account the 
tion of the reader is invited to my article titled: 

in the Margzh of Hducation,January 1970 


g.v.),was the last Inspector of Schools,having retired on 


March 31,1936, He was succeeded by Khan Bahadur Ghulam Nabi 


Qazi,who soon became the first Director of Public Instruc- 
tion in Sindh. As Mr.dazi was to retire in March 1939, the 
Bombay-Sindh Public Service Commission advertised the post 
in October 1938. Government of Sindh was on the look out 
for a really capable and strong hand to ginger up the 
lethargic department. Four eminent educationists, all offi-~ 
cers of Government of Bombay,one of them being an English- 
man,were called for the interview. The Commission recommen- 
ded the name only of Dr, Daudpota. He was selected and app- 

ceovel, 
ointed to the post. He left Bombay on March I, 1939,reached 
Karachi on 3rd idem,but could not assume charge Aefore 
TOth idem,on account of some evasive tactics. 

Thus,the very person who in 1930 was not per- 
mitted to continue as Principal of a High School,was app- 
ointed by the Divine Authorities to head the entire depart- 
ment of Education of the entire Province,and what is more, 


much to the chagrin and mortification of those who would 


not allow him to serve his alma mater, Later ‘on, these 
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self-same persons danced attendance on him,. Character 
° 
then is a mere escutchen to be employed ad will accor- 


ding to the whims and fancies of the fleeting time..- 
Soc betide those tho do not possess a character. 
While leaving for Karachi,he wrote to the 
present writer the following in his letter dated 
Jenuary 16,1939 ¢- 
™ You will be glad to learn that I have . 
been selected for the post of D.?.I.Sind. 
The information, which came on Saturday 
Last,is still confidential and should be 
treated as such. Arrangements are being 
made to relieve me towards the end of Feb- 
ruary so a8 to enable me to take charge on 


Ist March, So back again to, beloved watan 
after a hijrat of 94 years = ™ 


AS DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 


Dr.Daudpota oceupied the chair from March 10,1959 
upto October 35,1950,and was appointed as a member of 
the Sindh Public Service Commission on October 4,1950, 
During this period,the Department improved and expanded 
beyond measure,acquiring the highest pitch of efficiency. 
The following are some of the saliemt features of his 
Zegimeywhich is still being quoted as a models- 

4, Ratiog in schools and the Department 

Although the Hindus formed only one-fourth 
of the population of the Province, they had a complete 
sway over the entire Province,and in some departments 
they ruled the roost. The Public Works Department end 
the Department of Education,were the worst affected. 
Even the Muslim leaders were helpless,all being Hindu- 
ridden. All this wag due to the backwardess of education 
amongst the majority community,sho to seg the least, 
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was lolling in crass ignorance. This backwardness was 

a deliberate end well thought-out ruse of the cons- 
piracy between the Hindus and the British. They had 
joined hands to crush and decimate the Muslim commumity. 
In all the Government Schools throughout the Province, 
the number of Muslim students was almost negligible. In 
fact, they were not admitted to these institutions. . They 
had had.to try their luck in private institutions. There- 
fore,the first Order that Dr, Daudpota signed was about 
the ratio according to which students from the two com- 
munities was fixed according to their population. This 
created a furore amongst the Hindus, and denouncing the 
Government decision, came out with invective wni-ddetek” 
esSthe D.P.1: 

Similarly , the Inspecting Staff consisted of 
nearly 99 % of Hindus. So was the case with all the 
Lont Boards and Municipal Boards. A similar ratio was 
fixed in this regard as well,so that in due course of 
time,Muslims got their due, ATL the new posts were 
filled with Muslims. This egeain created yet mother 
storm in the tea-cup. Not daumted by the pin-pricks, 
De,Sanib went on implementing Government decision 
with iron hands. -Sgon, the opposition petered out, and 


ae ; 
he settked dow bi still more constructive work. 


Expansion of the Departmant— 
After having taken the sting out of the 


vituperative and antegonistic Hindu Press he set 
about streamlining the administration, galvenising 
end expanding the Department.He Zaumehed the Adult 
Literacy Drive in June 1939, It was inaugurated by 


Gir Eencelot Graham,then Governor of Sindh. The inau- 
@ural ceremony was held in the Madraseh.. The movement 
at first made a great headway,and the enthusiasm of the 
@asses was greatly roused,but later on,owing to the 
epathy of the people,it had to be stopped after one term's 
Bingering career. 
Primary Education taken over 

Primary Education used to be the concern of 
the Local Boards and Municipalities. He merged it in 
the Government in the early forties. This resulted in 


marked efficiency. He was able to get two additional 


posts of Inspectors of Schools created. This again resul- 
ted in tightening up the administration and producing 
better and brighter results. These Inspectors were 
allocated the following beats:- 
i. Karachi City and the District. 
2. Hyderabad,Tharparkar and Dadu Districts 
3. Jacobabad,Sukkur,barkana and Nawabshsh Districts 
Thatta,Sanghar and Khairpur disricts had net, tate 
being by that time. 
Mu E 
He came out with yet another useful scheme. He 
suggested to Government to collect along with the usual 
Revenue an additional amount of one anna per rupee for 
the educational uplift of the Muslim commmity. The 
Government welcomed the proposals and sanctioned the 
scheme without any hesitation. In this way,about 
several Iskhs of rupees were collected every year. 
The idea was to promote learning amongst the 
Muslims in all possible ways,end at a greater pace. Buil- 
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dings for the Sindh Muslim College and the Sindh Mad 
raseah Girls High School were to be provided. The site 
for the Istter was actually seZected on the Tawrence 
Road,end the foundation-stone was Taid by Miss Fatimeh 
Jinnah in 1947 in the presence of the Quaid-i-Azam hin- 
self,but later on,on account of the separation of Karachi 
from the Province on July 23,1948, the idea was abandoned. 
Ultimately ,the Sindh Muslim College wes permitted to 
oceupy the present premises,and the Sind Madrassh Board 
raised the existing buildings of the Fatimah Jinnah 
Girls School and Intermediate College. The late Muham- 
mad Hashim Gazgdar ( a.11.2.1968 ),then President of the 


Sind Medrasah Board in 1955-56, was the person responsib 
the Combletran: so: 
The other laudable purpose was to send the 


Students for studies abroad. About a dozen students had 
been benefited till 1955,yhen even the Fund was handed 


overtthe Government of West Pakisten. It is said, that 


a goodly amount still lies idle with the Unit Government, 
Tt is high time that the Fund is retrieved end utffized, 
and the Levy continued, 


Arabic Universi 


In 1940,in collaboration with Sayyid Ali Akbar 
Shsh of Mehey;Dr.Daudpota founded the Arabic University 
at Hyderabad, As 111-luck would have it,owing to the 
short-sighted policy of Ali Akbar SHah and the other co- 
workers,vho would not appreciate the reforming zeel 
of Dr.Daudpota,the moving spirit of the institution,he 
had to sever ell his connections @&fth the Whiversity, 


which,on account of paucity of fimds soon met its doom. 


Sindh though separated from Bombay politically 
and administratively in 1936,it continued to be under 
the jurisdiction of Bombay University educationally 
upto April 53,1947. The idea of having a separated Uni- 
versity for Sindh was old one, but the go-shead signal 
waxsveimenx for drafting a questionnaire was given by 
Mr.G.M.Sayyid in 1948 during his short-lived tenure of 
Minister for Education. hecordingly , Dr. Sahib drew up 
a comprehensive questionnaire and sent it to some eminent 
educationists and scholars for their opinion.Fe largely 
contributed to the University Report,which was given 
finishing touches by him,as it was left incomplete by 

- Professor B.J.Vaswani,then Officer on Special Duty. 
The University was watintiennd in the teeth of 
a vehement opposition by the Hindus, ‘Accordingly, the 
University started functioning on April 4,1947 with 
Sir Francis mostepes the first Chancellor;fir Ghulam 


d.1948 ) 
Husain Hidayatullahjas the first Pro-—Chencellors;Profes- 


sor ArH pAsEalouey tae first Vice-Chancellor; Agha Taj 
(a.1959 ), 
Muhammad Pathanfas the first Registrar,end Professor 


Vaswani,the first Deputy Registrar. This was the gres— 
test achievement, : 


Sindhi, Adabi, Board 

Realising the importance of literary and 
cultural heritage of Sindh and to give an impetus to 
its lenguage and Mteratyre,Dr.Sabib inspired by lr. 
G.MiSayyid Iaid the corner-stone of thé Sindhi Adabi 
Board in 1941. In the first instence, en Advisory Board 


consisting of 44, members yith Mirén Muhammed Shah wax 
appointed: 


‘Shzh ae fee 
es Chairmen was appointed in 1941 by the Government. 
It was reconstituted in 1947. In 1951,the original 
_Soeard was um replaced with a high-powered" ikecutive 
Committee for Sindhi Literature" formed earlier in 
3950 ),wes enIarged and redesignated as Ihe Sindhi Adabi 
Bosrd,with Minister for Education as Chairmen. In 1954, 
the Chief Minister was appointed as the Cheirmsan,end fi- 
nelly,in March 1955,the Board was constitued as an auto- 
nomous body ,with Khan Behadur M,A.Khuhro es Chairmen, 
Makhdum Muhammad Zaman of Hala is the sitting Chairman. 


The Board has been stationed at Hyderabad. 


It has its owm Printing Press,and brings out its Journsls 


titled Mihren and Gui-Phul. Bofth are quarterlies,the 
latter meant for children. 

The Board has almost achieved objective, 
because it has published £14 books so far,running into 
1,00,000 pages,at a cost of Rs.9,07,746.60. This, the 
seeds sown by DrSehib in 194i,has developed into a 
full-fledged institution,serving the Isnguage so edmir- 
Saogutary snd Higher Edueation 

The condition of the Secondary Education 
was also none too bright and healthy. There were hardly 
half 5» dozen of Government schools for the boys. There 
was not a single school for the girls. But under his 
inspiration,secondary education among the Muslims spread 
by leaps and bounds. It was he who gave the final shape 
to the Reorganisation Report of Primary end Secondery 


Education,end after the mass exodus of the Hindus erged 


the Government to take over all educational institutions 
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geserted by them wmder a preconceived programme. 

There did not exist a,G ernnertt College in 
the Province right upto Jume 20,1948. Once again, the 
Government accepted his proposals,end as suchstook over 
the following colleges by he Resolution No.110-C/48, 
dated June 21,19487~ 
D.J.Sindh Arts College,Karachi 
AeAeCollege of Commerce sand } Economies, Karachi 
c: DeCivil MPngineering College, Karachi 


National College, Hy derabad 
5 College, Shikarpur. 
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But for his wisdom,cducation in the Province 
might have suffered irreparably. 
Todey, there are more then 150 Government 
Secondary Schools and more then 50 Government Colleges 
in the Province. What a difference ! 
Seeodary Teachers Trsining College 
It wes at his suggestion that the Government estab- 

lished in 1946 a Secondary Teachers Training College in 
the newly raised stone-building,now housing the Direc~ 
torate of Education and the N.J.V.Government Secondary 
School. This institution was abolished in 1955. 
Introduction of Urdu 

Dr: Daudpota was 2 great lover of Urdu, a1 though 
he did not cultivate it as a vehicle of expression,both 
literary and spoken, He ayoKe baal onto | fluent Urdu. At 
ae pat ‘the saeticee te tongue os “sk the children, 
Sindhi being the second lenguage. 

In 1947,he made Urdu @ compulsory at the 
Primary level,end appointed Urdu Imowing teachers and 
Inspecting Steff for the purpose.Yet, Mr, Muhammad Uthman 
of Diplo had the temerity to sey that pr.Daudpota had 


urdu 
no love for the Tanguage- This unjust criticism does 
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discredit to the critic himself. 
Member SindwPublic Service Commission _ 


As honest and sincere labours do wear a lovely 
face, the Government of Sindh recognized the tie extremely 
meritorious ef services of Dr.Daudpota,cleveted him and 
appointed him as a member of the Public Service Commission, 
when, had still EZ, years left in the service. He took 
over on October 4,1950. Here,alongside his official duties, 
he looked efter the Sindh Historical Socicty as well. 


Visit to Iran 
In 1953, 
{the Government of Pakisten sent a Delegation of 


some eminent scholars to Iran. The Delegation was headed 
by the late Maulavi Muhammad Shafi from Lehore. Dr. Sahib 
was the Deputy leader of the Party. He left for Teherm 
on June 6,195Z,end retumed on July 16,1953"agter a 
delightful tour of Shiraz,Isfihan,Mazendran and Meshad- 
and cultivating acouisntance with some of the greatest 


scholars." 


Immediately on his return from the tour,he 
to me 
wrote/the following in a letter dated July 21,1953- 


* I returned from Iran on the 18th 
morning ,physically shaken and completely 
exhausted. The reception given to us 
was right royal. The Government had 
placed a military plane at our dis- 
posal,and we went_to Mazandaran by 

a special train. I have a lot to tell 
you,but I am still not well to write. 


" At the Hux® Hafiziyys,Kazi Nabi 
Bakhsh conveyed your greetings to the 
immortal Hafiz,end I with the help of 
qa Mujtaba Minawi consulted the oracle 
which,strange enough,came out the same 
in our case-viz the ode commencing with: 


with: Pa ae — re 
PES ce fal EES ae iy * 
Ble Ih > Ure hb + ce | Secale a) S 


which contains the following signi- 
ficmt verse: 


“ 


: Fg 
i : ot G0 
Wl yt weg 4 p92 V Bc Sphs Eve. 


Our fates seem to be linked together.” 


Visit to the Middle East 

Pr. Daudpota!s term of office as a member of 
the Public Service Commission terminated on October By 
1955. He was granted a year's extension by the Sindh 
Government,but since the One-Unit Government had come 
into existence,the orders were delayed for some time.He 
was also sore about Sindh losing its amtity. Regarding 
both,he wrote to me in his letter dated 44th October, 


1955,as unders- 


® Today we are dead-dead physically ,morally 
and culturally. The One-Unit has tolled the 
death-Imell of Sind. Not a sigh went forth 
from its degenerate people and not a tear 
trickled dowm the cheeks of its nrazen 
frozen-hearted leaders, Fie upon us that 
we live,while Sind is dead. Perhaps like . 
Phoenix she may rise again over her ashes, 


Note Sxiexrkex the poignancy of feelings, and 
the prophecy, which has proved prophetic after 16 
years. ‘Would thet he were alive to see his beloved 
Sindh regaining its former self. 

Writing in the same letter about the extension 
in his termg,he saids~ 


® My term of office expired on the 4th 
October. Khuhro had sincerely recommended 
my extension for one year,and H.=,the 
Governor,who often disagreed with him, 

had agrged to his proposal, But the Panjabi 
Junta conspired to withhold the orders of 
my continuation, So,I am left high and 

dry ,with the only hope in God that He would 
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not forsake me in my grey hairs. 

The struggle seems to be uphill, 

but I am nog daumted. I am confi- 

dent that several avenues will op@m 

out for me." Mark the complete faith in God. 
gc Z 4 ¥ 


7 “hecordingly ,Dr.Daudpéta was resolved to perform 
Hajj,and to visit other Muslim countries. He left with furs 
family on July 25,1955,end returned, 18th September, 1955. 
Bn his return,he wrote as underf= 


" Returned on 18.9,1956 € 41955 ). There 

we visited Damascus,Deirut, Jerusalem, Cairo, 
Baghdad,Karbala,Najaf Ashraf and Bahrain. 

The tour was altogether delightful and ins- 
tructive,and visited the tombs of great 
Saints and cultivated acquaintances with 
eminent scholars and was received cordially 
everywhere on account of my ability to ex- 
press myself eloquently in classical Arabic." 


Member West Pakistan Public Service Commission 

The delayed orders about the extension of 
his term were issued on 10th October,and he joined at 
Eeahore on November / 21,1955. In his letter dated 


416th idemf,he informed me about the extension as unders— 

abruptly 

WThis is to inform you/that I have 

received a wire on the i1ith to join 

at once. my duties as member of the 

We2ePublic Service Commission, behore. 

So,l am leaving on Saturday,being re~ 

signed to the Will of God. 


ni “ . ‘ j Me 4 
Leith nF aL, ; Baila I2 Kar 
) a “ Y 
: Get us hope my stay there is as short 

as possible.Adieu J ™ 


This was one of the avenues that God had immed- 


Lately opened for hin. 


While at Lehore,he plunged into literary activi- 


ties, acquiring many, acquaintances. ce,he took me to 
8 ye archer Mokena, Pa 
the residence of,the late Head of the Ahmadi Sect. We 


were entertained to tea. There was a magnetism in his 
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eyes. He also presented us, copies,his translation of 
the Holy Qur'an, 

Dr.Sahib relinquished charge of his post on 
October 4,1956,and finally retired from active service. 
This is what he wrote to me on 27th August,1956+- 

" My term as a member of W.P.P.S 

Commission expires on the 4th October, 

and I am taking one month's kemxe pri- 

vilege leave with effect from the Ist. 

Sept: and r peesnine Karachi on the same 

date by aes d.v. © shell have to 

come back towards the end of September, 

serve for three days, and then relinquish 


charge, Immortal Hafiz in his orachbar 
utterance on the &mm instt.said:- 


S 
ot’ Spy on PSL te Nb ein 2 lP oor 
5 So b b e na! 8 


Dr.Sahib was in love with his beloved Sindh,and 
as such,he hated to be away from it for 2 moment.¥e 
felt always overjoyed when it came to him the oppor- 
tunity to come back to it. A great patriot! 

Director of Adabi Board Publications | 

Lastly,in 1957,he was requested to direct 
and superintend the publications of the Adabi Board. 
He undertook the work soley with a view to streamlining 
the publications,and supervising and editing the 
Lexicon prepared uder the guidence of Dr.Neabi Bekhsh 
Khan Baloch, whom Dr.Daudpota used to call the "rising 
star on the literary firmament of Sind." As the 
environment was anything but congenial,he gave up the 
work. Thereafter,he whoe-heatedly devoted his time 
to bring out a Definitive Edition of Shsh-Jo-Risato,/. 
and to the publication of Ibn Khaldm's Prolegemens. 


rN 
Unfortunately, these books could,see the Tight of day, 
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fs 
as,died soon thereafter. 
T s: enti 
Ror. Sahib, as said earlier,had all along a robust 
health, He had his set —— and, a set programme, He 
veakdaSt (rt 
never took his Keuekesm (2 single meal in licu of 
breakfast and lunch)before going through the necessary 


CMCenr tise, And 


Eformilities including having a beth, He used to have 


a heavy brunech,and did not take enything tiI2 the dinner 


at night. He never sipped tea,nor did he smoke at any 
stage of his life. Therefore,his abstemious habits 
kept him healthy and strong. He was fond of Biryani, 


Pere 
Pudding and mangoes,and that too Alfanso and Peneina 


, 


of Bombay and Ratnagiri, ™ LSindhune Oncol Basklst pdungts 
ale Gio | trol, y 
On account of excessive literary work, 


; ed 
he sometimes suffer from insomia, premonie—ond=-pulme— 
wesy—disonder, He once took selously ill in 1940,suffer- 


ing from Brocho-Pneumonia. This had left him emaciated 
and weak. This is what he wrote to me in his letter 
datdd 9th February ,1940. 


" Thenk you so much for your telegram 
enquiring efter my health. I have been mtx 
Laid up with Bronco-Pneumonia for the Tast 
three weeks,and am just able to move 
about,although I am still very weak and 
the head and hands refuse to work.But I 
must write to you,as I owe you several 
replies. ™ 


Again,he took ill in early February 1958. This 
heart- 
time he a a LightZattack. This was the warning, hich 
ne 
he didgheed,and pursued his literary activities with 


n still greater zeal and energy. Acknowledging my Iet- 
ter,he wrote back on 4th April, 1958? 


" It was so sweet of you to remember me 
during my ilIness. I had almost died,but 


but ~ Oh - 
God in His Mercy spared me to do 
some work to His liking. I am nov 
better,and the heart-specialist has 
allowed me to do my work gently.--- 
-----— When are you coming to Karachi? 
When you do come,please bring all that 
material which you have collected for 
my biography. Perhaps it may help my 
memory to indite the brief eminiscences, 
which I am contributing tod FA , So 
far I have contributed 10° {nstalments, 
which might have caught your eye." 


At last that fateful hour arrived, emtetbee nthe, 
Weetaet in the Jinneh Hospitel in the small hours of 
Saturdey, the 22nd November, 1958, this versatile genius, - 
this SAGE OF SINDH,breathed his last, 7 ASC sali lal 
From God we come,and to Him we return, 

I was in Hyderabad. It was learnt thet evening, 
that he was to be buried somewhere in Hyderabad. The 
dead body arrived next morning at the residence of hts 
brother-i-law Dr. Zauddin Shaikh. There it was decided 
by a consensus that he should be buried at Bhitshah. the 
University authorities had already decided not to permit 
the body to be buried in the old campus. The present 
writer was present. The Wished. Jonnsd/oas seid in 
Idgah,and the fumeral procession started for Bhitshsah, 
reaching there by 11 A.M, 

It is said that the place where stands his 
tomb to the south of the shrine of Shsh, was almost 
inadvertantly left reserved for his last resting place, 
as there was wae left in the vast compound. Makh dum 
Muhammad Zeman Talibul Maula mls all arrangements for 
the burial. “ith prayers and tears Sindh’s greatest 
scholar was Taid to rest. Heaven is happier that he 


is there. Incidentally, the Noemaz—i-Jonazsh was said 


said - 82 - : fu 
once again in the compound of the mosque at Bhitshsh. 
The tomb is set,mnite macide, ond was completed in 
August, 1959. 

It is said that a jewel is always a thing of 
beauty in itself,but it becomes far more beautiful when 
it is set in gold. The same is true of this Sage of Sindh , 
who his soul snimated his physical form,was gem of a 
teacher and jewel of a man,and who now wears sparkling 
brilliance made much more beautiful,as it is mouted on 
the unrivalled setting of Bhitshah,a fronting pid comfor~ 


ting place for many a wandering soul. 


May Allsh rest his soul in peace. Aman.To say 
with divine Hafiz: , 
= = 76 aon a in \ ? SP ’ oH 
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fie cannot perish whose heart doth hold 
Life love-wreaths though his days are tolds 
A In the Book of the zis constancy." 


J ives 


4 Trawslation by Sir William Jones ) 


PRIVATE LIFE 


a 


CHAPTER. I 
MARRLAGES AND CHILDREN 


Ue-= Marriages 

Dr.Daudpota married twice in life. Once whan 
he @ received Chancellor's Gold Medal in 1923, and 
again on the New Year's Day in 1943, 

The first Madam Daudpota,the brilliant 


Karima,was his second cousin. She was illiterate,but 2* hal 


atterckiexcrotum<framingiamtzhc coached her up in Sindhi, 
which she could read end write pretty well. the could 


also understand a bit of Inglish,and nobody could dare 
sey enything untoward in her presence. 

I came in contact with her in August 1936, 
when I had gone to Bombay to see my friend and classmate 
934 now DES ) WRN Wd Quraishi zenon tei@udd 
had secured from the University of Bombay a Sir Currim~ 
bhoy Scholarship for further Studies in Ingineering in 
London. To my great joy,she received me cordially,and 
I imprinted a kiss on her right hand just out of love 
and reverence,as a child to his mother. From that onward 
till her death in 1941,she looked upon me as her,son, 
treating me with utmost kindness and affection. 

Besides being a devoted wife and ean affec- 
tionate mother end aumt,she had a wide social circle. 
Her amiable and genial disposition had endeared, to ell 
those,came in contact with her. Intelligent, kind, gene- 


rous and charitable,she was also a lively conversational- 


ist. 


ist. = ha. 


———— 


Although she had made cere, - Sea in 
Bombay, she was all the time longing for "dear sweet 
Karachi." 

Madem Daudpota was,es said earlier, oxtremely 
kind to me. On my part,I respected and revered her as I 
would, ts my ovm mother. I cannot forget her favours,care 
and affections that she used to shower upon me. “hile at 
Surat and in Dharwar,I always used to pass my October 


- before 
vacation with Dr.Sahib. Once in 1838,2 fow days/the college 


closed for the winter vacation,I had intimated to him that 


I would reach Bendre on the tith October. It so happened, 


that due to a function in the Dharwar Gymkhana,I was held 


up by my Principeal,Mr.A.C.Farran,vho was the Chairmen of 
pre-paid . 
the Exhibition. On the 11th I received o retmurm telegram, 


asking me to wire back my health. Later on,rhen I reached 


Dina Villa on Pali Hitt Road on the 12th idem,I came to 


Inoy that the telegram was transmitted at her instance.I 


shed tears of joy. I cannot forget her solicitude for me. 


She was not keeping good health at Bandra. 


She had developed en inflammation of the gall-bladder.At 


times,she used to get fits of great intemsity, causing 


her at times to go into swoons. It seemd that the climate 


did not suit her,snd it was for this reason that she 


wished to get rid of Bandra, She was trying hard to quit 


the plece. God heard her prayers,as the Government of 


Sindh advertised the post of the Director of Public To = 
truction in 1938, It was at her instence that We/put/ 


in his application for the post. It was she again to 


move heaven and earth to secure him the post,7ith the 


result that she at Test Iong returned to her dear end ; 


and ~ 8 - 
sweet Karachi on March 5,1989, mae the desidera~ 
tum of her heart. 

Here in Karachi also she did not keep good 
heelth. As £8 a matter of fact,after the birth of two 
sons,she became worse.Her health began to wene gradually, 
and took the turn for the worst before the birth of 
Nacem,her fourth son,who died soon after he was born. 
Although she survived the attack, the respite was short— 
lived. It was diognised that te she was suffering from 
the formation of stones in the gall-bladder. She was 
admitted ikuxkm into the Civil ose widyshs had gone 
anaemic,the Hospital authorities kept her for a week so 
that she might pick up a little. Ultimately,on the oth 
June,i941,it was decided that she should be operated upon 
the next dey. The present-writer was present in the hos- 
pitel when the decision was ennounced. She shuddered at 
the very thought of being operated upon. “hile we were 
leaving her at 410 of the night, she seid 


" Iwill not survive. Sdeen,be kind to my 
Bulu". 


Bulu, the eldest son hardly 8 years old,was also standing 
by her bedside. 

Next morning at 8 0' clock,Col.!merson, the 
Civil Surgeon,entered the Operation theatre. Dr. Sahib 
and the present-writer,were stending outside in the 
pesage. Col.Emerson ceme out at 8.30, end took Dr. Sehib 
aside. A few minutes later, Dr. Sahib returned retumed 


with a dowmm-cast looks and long-dram face. I atonce 


guessed that’ the worst had happeed, Madam Daudpota Had 


died on the table. 


' 
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Soon thereafter, the nurses brought to us amex 
on 2 trey , thre cut bladder and two stones of the size 
of marbles. Yusuf Haroon made the necessary arrangements, 
so that her body was cerried kmme to the Dar-us-Surur 
( the Happy Home ) on Deepchand Ojha Road adjafcent to 
the Bahai Hall. For Dr.Sahib, the house was Dareul-Hurur 
« the Hot Home ),on accomt of its being air-bound, Mad- 
am Daudpota was buried in the Mewashsh grave-yard before 
noon by the side of her sons,the first and the Iast. She 
was lowered in the grave by Dr.Daudpota's younger brother 
Ghulam Husain and the present-writer.The day-meals rere 
prepared end served by Khan Bahadur Allah Pefiknsh Sumro, 
then Chief Minister of Sindh. 
Second marriage 

At the time of the death of Madam Karimad Daudpota, 
mone of her children was big enough to look after the 
house. All of them were studying in the school. The 
youngest Badruddin Vasim,ras hardly two years old.It 
went very difficult with Dr. Sahib to look after the 
house end yet dttend to his work. He was cut to the 
quick on avcount of the untimely death of his loving 
wife. Nearly for two long years,he passed his days in 
sheer misery. 

His friend Ssyyid Miran Muhammad heh came to 
his rescue end persuaded him to end his misery by a second 
wedlock. He prepared him, so that on the New Year's Day 
in 1943,he was united in eer og ss Rhedij Shams-Ud- 
Din of Hyderabad. 


A 
dough lev Of esik 


nyderapad. - 37 - 

Madam Khadi jay Khanum is the midmost of the five 
daughters of Dr.sShaikh Shams-ud-Dinj—=eeeSSSSF) , an Advani 
Amil Muslim of Hyderabad. ter mother Begam Ghulam Patimah 
Shams-ud-Din is the daughter of the celebrated Shaikh Abd- 


Ur-Rahim,the elder brother of Acharya Kriplani. He was the 


first amil who embraced Islam in /870,and in his wake ‘ 


there was a spurt of others embracing the religion, amongst 

them being Shaikh Abdul Majid Lilaram and Mr.Menghraj, the 

father of Professor P.u. Advani, Mr. Abdul Agia Qendhan , %: 
Khadijah Daudpota was born in \dana, turkey, on 

January 11913. She graduated from the Muslin university Abgarh 

in 1941. she is an accomplished lady,a devoted wife, and 

a loving mother. I have it on her authority that she had 

chosen her hysband for his literary achidiients. Like a 

faithful oriental wife,she continues to ‘Seno aloft the 

standard that her husband had unfurled in the realm of 

learning,as she is looking after his library,the Sindhi 

Adabi Society and the sweet Isu,and bringing out a 

Sindhi Magazine titled Adyon, To her credit be it said, 

that single-handed she has zeeamptishet faced the inevit- 


able: since 1958,and overcome the difficulties. 


Madam Daudpota's other gisters Maryam was 
of Htyderebock 2 
married to Mr.Abdullah Akhund ,2 retired Sessions : 


Judge;Aisha Khanum is married to Mr.Khurshid Muhammad 


ub . 
Cheuty Phy Fao of Ha 
erstwhile pupil, and Dr.Saeefa Zafar, Dr.Ziauddin,is ‘her : 

Mee Agrellinn 4 nar A 
eldest prother,and Mr.Seed,the youngest,is the Supesimten- 


dewt of the Muncipal Gardens,Hyderabad,. 
Children 


Dr,Sahib was blessed with five sons and four daugh- 
ters; four sons and all the daughters from the first union, 
and only one son from the second wedlock. The first and the 
beast son died in infancy,while Azin, asim and Isu have». 


err nA hs» 


— 
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Bulu was born at Bendre in September,1933. His 
letter dated 15th idem bears testimony to thiis in the 
following words:~ 
" You will be glad to lear that we have 
been blessed with a son.Please convey this 
news to Professor Gurpuxani,Professor Bu- 
v 
tani,Alleshrakhio end Wéji Indris." oy \ ale 
Mr.Allahrakhio was his second cousin,vhile Haji 
Idris,the Head cook in the Madrasah,was his maternal 
uncle. 
_ @-- -» 
Bulu could not go beyong Intermedize Sejnee, 
and as such, joined Pakistan Air Force. He received his 
training in Australia. He was married in 1957 the 
daughter of Ghulam Husain,bis younger paternal umecle. 
He was awarded, for his bravery during the 1965 War with 
India. At present,he is the Air Attache fith the Pskisten 
High Commission in India. He is a intelligent boy,but 
to put in the words of his father," quite umlike his 
father,rether careless end carefree,erratic and msteady." 
Mithn or Wasim was born in Karachi on August 
29,1959, Announcing the event in his letter dated the 
27th October, 1939,he saids~ 
" You will be glad to learn that we were 
pg with a son on 29th August last. Ye 
ve nened hin BF 4) UX efter 
Preps © 5 A, Mrs Daudpota “and children 
Ans their warm greetings to you." 
Mithu secured a First 6lass First et the - FF I 
toch fa fie aud alk; 
rales of the Karachi University in/960. at present, , 
heyin Girmany doing kis PR Dd. ' 


“Fux Isu or ganer-TA-Ding to youngest and 


handsomest,was born on 21st. December, 1950. This is 


what he wrote in 1957:- 
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" after seven years of happy companionship 
Dr. Daudpota and his present wife were bles- 
sed with a son on the 2ist December, 1950.He 
has been named Qama@uddin Isa, and bears the 
fet name of Isu,after the great saintly poet 
Mian Iso." 

Fs Isu was hardly eight years old at the time of the 
death of his father,and as such,could not enjoy the loving 
ee A his father. His mother brought him up admirabiy) 
asoglygharing grown disciplined and well-groomed. Having er 
cleared/Senior Cambridge,he left for Southampton, Ingland-x: 
for higher studies in ee” 20 return in 1976, 

Isu,as said earlier,is the handsomest chiTd 
of Dr.Sahib,feir,tall ond nicely built, While he has 
imbibed meny of the qualities of his father,he has taken 
after him in tucvenedt ite is an intelligent Iad,very 
quiet,yet quite well-versed in things around. He is out- 
spken like his dear father,amd does not mince matters. 

The names of his daughters,viz. Avimah,Naeemah, 
Fehimshax and Wasimeh,rhyme with that of their mother 
Karimeh. azdmah, the eldest,was born soon efter Dr. Daudpota 
spiled for England in 1924, Incidentally,she is the eldest 
child of Dr.Sahib. Unfortmately,on accoumt of the death 
of her mother, she could not complete her educeation,as she 


felt the responsibilities of running the house and looking 


Nov: 
after her brothers and sisters. In /943 yshe was married 


to Mn,Allah Bachayo Akhund,wew a leading lawyer of Hyder~ 
abad. MrsAkhund was Minister for Lew and Parliamentary 
Affairs,Yest Pakisten,for three years,from 1966 to 1969, 
Naeemah or Mana,her pet name,graduated MBBS 
from the Dow Medical College in 1954 . She prgtised for 


a number of years in Karachi,and thereafter went to 


to oe ome 
Hyderabad,where she was murdered in cold blood by a mis- 
ereant in /765. Wana was the sweetest and most frolic- 


some of Dr. Daudpota's daughters. She was extremely nau- 


ghty,and as a child, would upset household effects. Her 


mother used to be severe on her,but her father generalhy 
used to come to her succour. 

Fahimah is the tallest end most intelligent. 
She graduated in Dental Surgery from Lahore,and is happily 
married. Wasimah or Badr Jamat (I gaye her this pet name ) 
ks locamenmasenes ths St ema kta het abe oa 
of Karachi-College_for-Girls-on—Chend-Bibi ( formerly 


Princess-Street—)—Roady tb inv, - Farcor efaSon og A Gre, 
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CHAPTER. II 
CHAR R 


The spotless character of my beloved Master had 
many facets. In fact, persons of his massailable quati— 
ties are, indeed, few and far between,particularly when 
hypocrisy , duplicity, treachery , selfishness,weywardness, 
greed and avarice are considered to Pbe the generally 
accepted virtues and qualifications for suecess in ue Te 
Dr.Daudpota who was a ghorough gentleman, tee musk full of fh. milk 
of human idness and humane to the Tast dogree,was just 
the antithesis ef all “virtuous vices". He steered clear 

he never 

of all ‘such unwanted lumber, vhich/fexestéam needed for 
the voyage of life. 

DriSehib was a staunch Muslim without being a 
WEBER wri fonatic, although he wes 2 Sunni, He believed 
in the universal brotherhood of humenity,end as such,had eee 
no caste or colour prejudices. His relidiat ty was the nape 
py combination of the old and the modern. He offered 
his prayers five times a day;fasted during the month of 
Ramadan (except for the period that he was in Fnglend ); 
paid the poor-rate,mnd extended help to all the needy 
and deserving. He used to sey that Ne the icy cold 
weather of England could not prevent nimé sey ine his daily 


se 4 a e > ; P 
a | {5 sugpout hoe yA de Ht } / Skea, 
prayers, Wt Ka ‘i / : 


Truthfulness in its bitterest form was the pod 


prominent trait of his character. He was deprived of ‘tx6ex 
tact called dimlomacy, which is the bane of modern so- 
ciety. He disdained hypocrigy ;abhorred flattery and sy- 
cophancy ,and hated falschood end dissimulation in eny 
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shape oc form,and like a mirror was faithful in depic- 
ting the scars and wrinkles both in himself and in 
others. He was trensparently truthful,end truthfully 
transparent. He did not mince matters,and as such,called 
spade a spade. He spoke the plain and blunt truth. In 
fact,cendidness and franimess were his strength. He never 
tried to dodge any one in life,and as such,he hated those 
who WD were crooked and cruel. His love and hate were 
both equal and opposite. If he loved a person,no power 
on earth could dissuade him against that.person. There 
was no vig media with him, 

Sincerity of purpose was yet another ed&fying 
trait of his character. Tenacity wedded to sincerity 
was embedded in him like gum. He believed in honest and 
fair dealing,and if he undertook any work,he saw to it 
that it was done to perfection. He did not do anything in 
halfemeasures. 

Dr.Daudpota bad a high-strung imagination, an 
amazing capacity for work and orgsnisation,not to mmtion 
the retentive memory which always stood him in good 
stead throughout his life. Consciemtiousness was yet 
another virtue in him. He loved his work,both official 
and literary,and discharged his duties superbly. 

Dependability and steadfastness were again 
two importent links of the chain. Truthful end selfless, 
he always fulfilled his promises,come what might. With 
him,it was a heinous crime to hurt,hafm or let dow any 
one,although his brutal frenimess sometimes did annoy. 


He was plain#,blunt and open to conviction, He was always 
/ 


willing to oblige but never willing to strike. Consistany 
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in reliability was yet another’ his praisevrorthy virtus. 
Repentence and remorse formed part of 

his character. At times, light of ears,he was credulous 

of things around,with the result that he used to go 

into rage at the Eh or the person ageinst his ears 

had been poisoned. Only once in life,he behaved with Mme 

Be thus: 5, 1724, 

a ii was appointed Principal at his instamce at 
the newly ecquired Governmamt college at Shikarpur. Af- 
ter closing the college for summer vacation,I came dom 
to Karachi,and in the ahr oF called on him at his 
residence named Gulshan Vitia or 286 Garden flast,to which 
he had shifted immediately after the death of his first 
wife. “hen I touched his feet and greeted him,he made 
no reply. Incidentally,I always touched his feet,and Be 
always embraced me and kissed me on the fore-head, I 
greeted him again,and I found him to fly into rage,and 
this what he said thens- 

n Arif,you must Imow that if I em your 

Teacher,I am also your D.P.I. You are 

playing with fire,and digging your om 

grave. You are ruining the college, which 

I will not tolerate." 

I was cut to the aatek at his stremge behaviour. 
I summoned up my courage and said: 

" Sir,henceforth you are my D.?.I.only ". 
So saying,I left his housexka via the front verandah. 
Realising his mistake,he said:- 

" Arif,do'nt gosdoiint Leave. I am your 

teacher. I am not your D.?.1.For God's 

sake,come back Arif." 
To my surprise,before I could step out of the premises, 
he erossed the Drewfing and Dining Rooms of the house, 


reached me, and embracing, took me in. 
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Both of us cried,washed our faces and settled 
dow. He than narrated to me the story behind the 
episode. Some of my inefficient and incompetemt Lec- 
turers upon whose work and conduct I kept a vigilent 
eyeyhad misreported and misrepresented me to him,and 
when I disclosed to him their misdeeds,he was perfect~ 
ly satisfied. Never thereafter he scolded me or spoke 
rudely. This speaks volumes tof nis repentence and re~ 
morse. Personal Relationship 

As said earlier, Dr, Daudpota was an obedient 


and dutiful sonsan affectionate and loving father and 


unclesa devoted and loving husbandsa dutiful and respect- 


ful pupil,end a kind end affectionate teacher. 

His father, M1-hajj Muhammad Khen was rightly 
and justly proud of him,being an obedient and dutiful 
son. He helped his father == when he was student,and 
before he left for Inglend, nelfforenca a joint accomt 
in 2 local bank along with Dr. Ruxsak Gurbuxani,who 
used.to remit every month between Rs.60 and 100. He 
footed all the expenses of his father,when he per~ 
formed Hajj in 1938,inspite of the fact that at that 
time, was at fagks-end financially. He had actually 
disclosed to me that he would rather be a pauper thm 
stand in the way of, father: Otherwise,it is generally 
seen that the sons on whose bringing-up and education 

they are 
the parents consume their entire fortwmes, when/well- 
settled and well~saddled in life,care two hoots for 
the parents! Fie upon such sons and fie upon the Time! 


His brotherly love is recorded in the fol- 


lowing words:- 


wordss— a a. 4 


a Stib listen 
. d 
—- the fruit of his father's second marriage, 


Dr. Dbudpoke, looked after Ghulam Hysain as his real bro- 
ther. On his return from Ingland,he brought him to 
Karachi and kept him with himself, Ghulam Husain accomp- 
nied hin to Bombay ,vhere much afsainst the wishes of his 
brother, developed a liking for the Police Department;was 
selected for the training, and appointed as a kctnmpester 
of Police. Fe married in 1937 from Khairpur Mirs. The 
expenses were defrayed by his brother. To be fair to 
Ghulam Husain,he considered his brother in the place of 
his father. 

Dr-Sahib was a kind,affectionate,umderstanding 
and sympathetic fether.-Ee would never suffer to see 
an unkind wind to visit his children. I had watched him 
fondling end caressing them so often,end would go out 
of the way to satisfy their demands and curiosity. Bult 
end Nena and Witha ( whom I used to call Than Bahadur ) 
were very naughty,end proved extremely expensive) ex bravagart 

Very much Iike the preucnt writen: tet Deuigea 
was home-sick and devoted to home-life. For him,his 
house was atonce the cinema and the theatre house. Mis 
sole pleasure was to see that his family as « whole was 
happy end well satisfied. He maintained the pace through- 
out. 

As a husbend,he was loving,kind,forgiving end 


affectionate and understending. He was open to conviction, 


a 
and as such,was easily amenable. Wee first,moulded him 


as ste Liked,end was,in turn,moulded as he liked her to 
be. The two souls were so well attuned thet the harmony 


created by them eppeared insepareble. Even in the case 
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of the second wife,despite the disparity in fAd age, ell 
went well, aucl Aad av Contes bedava Aappg as , 
Again,he was an obedient,respectful and dutiful 
pupil. He had the highest regard for all his teachers, 
from his first teacher Mr,Jethanand right upto Dr.R.t. 
Nicholson. Once he saids~ > 
spritual 
" My life was moulded wmder the/guidance 
of my great end able teachers,end whatever 
that I find in me at present,was all due 
to them." 
He always spoke of them with deep respect and reverence. 
Prior to his appointment as D.?.1I.,whenever 
he acta Karachi,he made it a point to call on his 


o 
teachers wimi-psy respects . I remember that he used to 


visit the house of Khawja Ali Muhammad,the retired Supe- 


rintendent of the Madrassh,vho was residing in oe of 
the slums of the Eeyari. The old man felt happy and bless- 
ed him as such. The present-vriter invariably accompanied 
him on such occasions. : > 
dss Prineipel of the Medraseh,he reised his 
old teacher Mr.Vihalchend Chaineni in the eyes of the 
rest of the Steff,to such en extent that people used 
to envy the Iot,and even grew jealous of Nihelchand, 
who while going to the Principal's Bungelow,used to be 
in front with his cap in his hand,end Dr.Sahib walking 
behind, It was,indsed, the right thing,and exhibited 
tovrene re J 
yeb another, facet of the character of Dr.Sahib. Genera- 
lly ypeople get puffed up end power-drunk when they 
attain » high station in life,end forget all about 
their teachers,benefactors and nearest relatives. Ins- 


tances cen be multiplied. Some of the power-drunk, have 
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even actually harmed their teachers. My instence is 
a most glaring example, But the perpetrator has also 
met his doom. 

Ageinyrhen he was appointed as D.P.I., Dr. Sahib 
served his old teachers with all his heart,and patro- 
nised them beyond akl measures. He could never forget 
the kindness of his old teachers,including Gazi Jen Muhan- 
mad,ifa ji Muhammad Memon of Sehwen,Mr. Muhammad Ibrehim 
Sumro,Cazi Ghulam Nabi, Kaka Kotwal Mr. Vines, MauEavi 
Abdur Rahim Mengsi, Mirza Sulaiman and Dr.Curbuxant: 

Dr.Daudpeta hed a soft corner for his pupils. 
He helped and supported them with money y books, food and 
clthings. He supported my friend Dr.Muhemmad Saleh 
Qureshi in Englend,because despite his lean resources, he 
used to remit money most regularly ,end what is more, 
without having an eye on realising the amount! 
Those alone who have passe@ through the fire 


of hardshipspnd adversity can realise the value and 


importance of security and happiness. True,poverty is 
the greatest curse of God,but those who conquer it by 
sheer dint of their courage,ability and determination, 
decidedly deserve the fair. Having been brought up in 
the school of adversity ,Dr.Daudpota's charity extended t# 
all, irrespective of caste,creed and colour. His sole 
pleasure was to be of some service to the nedy and 
deserting. He never accepted the crumbs of charity. He 
had refused to accept the Railway Fare when a student 

in the Madraseh,end earned by weaving the cots end clean- 


sing the Tamps of the Boarding House. He has left the 
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account in his autobiography +~ 


* It was not in ny nature to beg and 
demand, I loved to give,end avoided to 
take. This habit continues even to this 
day. 


"Once the late Shai Qaim Khen 
visited the Madrasah. I touched his | 
feet and greeted him. While leaving, 
he wished to put in my palm a rupee or . 
two. I politely declined the offer, 

saying that it was against his status 

to part with such a paltry amount. I 
related to him a story which T had learnt 
when very young. e story is that once 
some one requested Alexander the Great 
for a copper coin/ in charity. He did 
not agree to give the amount, saying that ‘ 
it was not in keeping with his status. < 
Thereupn the person requested him for age 

a particular plot of land. He oncefdid 
oss ag seying that he did not deserve 
that. 


fnother interesting story rus thus~ 
"Mr,Vines often used to send out some senior 


students for collecting funds for the poor and deser- 
ving. Once I also accppnied the delegation 
to the late Haji Abdulieh Haroon,rhose : 
charity was far too well-kmowm since Ione. 
I was the leader of the Delegation. He 
took me Ieft and right, saying:* You have 
started begging so early in lifesvhat 
will you do later in Life?! Yhereupon I 
replied rather haughtily , sey ing syour 
£ yi.c.do'nt give us 
eny thing. We have not come here to beg 
for ourselves,but we have come to take 
away something for. the poor,needy and 
deserving students. If you do not intend 
giving something in charity,kindly Sat 
ao not injure our feelings also. We 
left his bungalow in a huff. He soon 
repented, end pleaded with us,but in vein, 
as we left his place without hearing 
eny of his entreaties. 


" Although Later on safe he was 
ve ood to me during my regime as 
the Principal or DeP fe but I NEVER 

sought his help for the poor. By the 
grace of God,the same state of content- 
ment continues,as this alchemy of life 
still enriches ny heart = ™ 


heart { * =e — 
Habits 

Dr; Daudpota was a great respector of Time. Time 
was money with him. In fact,he did not Imow how to 
waste or kill time. He had a set programme for himself, 
and worked accordingly. He was an early riser,as when 
most of the people still slumbered,he used to get up,sct 
his morning prayers,take the daily light excercise for 
ema 10 to 15 minutes ,teke his bath and sit at his desk 
by 8° 9 clock. 

He did not drink even tea,having given up the 
habit when in England. He did not smoke or chew betel- 
leaf or Dan. He led a temprate and abstemious life,con- 
sequent upon which hé always enjoyed a robust end radiant 
health, His feeth were pearly-vhite,while the pink on 
his chBeks never vanished. He had no wrinkles on his 
face,but to say with him :- 

" He got his. remaining teeth extracted 

in March 1955,eand by reason of the artificial 

set,his face now does not look full,grhile 

his forehead is furrowed with a wrinkle." 

This he wrote in late 1957. 

He hated smoking end chewing the betel-leaf like 
poison,although he used to buy the best types of ciga- 
rettes for his wife wife,albeit on the advice of her 
phy secians. He Inew that I was an addict to tobacco,he 
did not at any time see me actually smoking. 

In 1928,once when, was doing Mathematics with us 
in the class,he abruptly left the class,end putting his 
foot down shouteds"Please throw awsy the cigarette." On 
his return to the class he informed us that Ehan Bahadur 
Tali Muhammad Hasen Ali was walking in the lobby with a 
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cigarette in hand. He was the same Wali Muhammed tho 
had supported him at the college,and who Tater on had 
a hand in his appointment at the school. No one else 
could exhibit such a courage. 

He was in the habit of taking a round of the 
Boarding House by night. Once in 1928,during the month , 
of Ramaden while teking a round after the Sehri,he 
caught two students red-handed while smoking. He forth- 
with expBlled them from the Boarding House. Their expul- 
sion had a salutary effect,because some students gave 
up the habi tf, and the rest of them stopped smoking in 
their rooms. 

That very night,some six Iranian students 
escaped their expulsion rather miraculously. I was oe 
of the company. It so happened,that after the Sahri, we 
had all gathered in the room of Ahmad Dubas¥,a fine 
friend. All of us were smoking. AIl of a sudden, Sie 
pened to see somebody peering through the key-hole of 
the door. I atonce asked my friends to crush the cthgare- 
ttes in their hands,as the Principal was at the door. 
They did as were told,but perhaps Dr. Daudpote either 
could not see the cigarettes or purposely passed on. 
Next morning we thanked our stars when we saw the two 
students leaving the Boarding House for smoking. “uch 
Tater in life,he told me that he could not see anybody 
in that room smoking. The room was full of smoke, Hence 
he could not see anything. 

He was the very eipdinent of dependability. 
He was a dependable friendgbut a generous foe,at times 


even to a fault.Good-natured and good-hearted the 
maxim of once bitten trice shy had no meaning vith him. 


in 
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Forgiveness ,not retaliation,was his principle in life; 
Stung and harmed by so many,he refused to Tearn and 
retaliate, Im the contrary ,he helped the miscreants 
all the more. It is on account of the purity of his 
ony and a firm faith in God,that the miscreants met 


tif doom: He often Lepecen to repeat the following verse+- 


bs ep tsi pe, |, aes 


¢ ® To nurse malice or grudge according to us is 
kufr-blasphemy or infidelity; 


pase in life) is}to keep Dur hearts 
¢ pete elean) TMZ’ the Pd " 


ila 
Verily, timvirtue apart from ht being,om 


reward,is to all intents and purposes,a shield against 
all evils,and a veritable amulet against all impercepti- 
ble ills. 


THREE ACCIDENTS 
Dr:Daudpota met with three serious accidents 

in life,once in Ingland,and twice in Pakestrn . 
A-~ Collision with «a Bus 

Once he told me that on his arrival in Ingimd,he 
learnt cycling,and as such, had bought a bicycle with a 
view to going about in the country and visiting his 
friends in the vicinity of Cambridge. Once,vhe he was 
going to meet his 'Irtgi friend 'Abdu'r Rasul Chalbi, 
residing at Newhan,he met with a serious accident. He 
said that he was driving on the left. A lady was biicye- 
ling behind him,and an omibus was coming from Newhnham x 
in the opposite direction. “hen the space between Dr. 
Sahib 's bicycle and the Pus was very narrow, the Tady- 


cyclist attempted to by-pass him and thereby unbalanced 
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him,so that he fell dom unconsciensé along with his 
bicycle. The bus-driver put up both the bupaks, and 

came to a sudden stand-still,while the dastardly girl 
cycled away. But for this,he would have been dashed to 
death. He was removed to a way-side inn,where he came 

to his senses. His wrist-watch was brokenshis fountain 
pen smashed,and his upper lip badly slit,vhile the bicycle 
was considerably damaged, The inn-people congratulated 
him on his narrow escape and expressed that he was "twice- 
born," and that God hadz reserved him for something 

greab. 

“Indeed,he was spared to fulfil the mission of 
promoting education and learning in the benighted Province 
of sinds.” ( Sef) 

Bo- Stabbed 

After the birth of Pakistan on August 14,1947,an 
influx of refugees flooded Karachi and the interior of 
the Province. is the Hindus deserted their institutions 
and posts,the Department of Education was left in a 
highly attenuated shape. The Government of Sindh were 
at their wit's end in running its institutions an? 
offices efficiently and smoothly. As such, the filled 
the vacated posts on ad-hoc basis with the refugees, aft 
some of of indifferent qualifications, &wfpassed them- 
selves for highly qualified, experienced end honest wor- 
kers. 

Speaking the bitter truth,but for these new- 
comers, the fate of education in the province seemed 


sealed, But some of them would not work seriously and 


and - 703 - 

conscientiously. It is a matter of record that Dr. Sahib 
went out of his way to extend his support and patronage 
to all these people, He took pity on their plight and 
fixed them on an ad hoe basis in the institutions under 
him. As most of them wished to be in Karachi,and as there 


were very few institutions in the city,he had had to send 
on 
themain the interior. He had no prejudice whatsoever, beca- 


use caste and creed id not matter with him, Heswms love 
ele 
transcended te all ike. He was extra kind to our Shia 


brethren,lest they should feel the pinch. fo quote him:- 


"On verification of the records,hov- 
ever,some of the new-comers were found to be 
without proper qualifications, which necessita- 
ted the termination of their services. This 
resulted in hate for Sindh, Sindhis and me, 


" Accordingly,a regular campaign of 
hate and malignancy was engendered against the 
Province, the onus falling upon me. The Press 
poured venomous invectives against me,singling . 
me out and mentioning me even editorially. The \ 


feelings were pitched to a frengy,so that on 

the night of the 3rd August,I948,while I was | 
asleep in the upper floor of my residence in 

the Cincinnatus Towm,Garden Zast,a miscreant d 
climbed up and tried to kill me along with ny 

wife, Thank God that my presence of mind came 

to the fore,and I grappled with the timid nis- ‘ 
creant,receiving cuts on my hands, shoulders, 

back and forearms, My wife also was injured, 


" This dastardly,shameful and unwar- 
ranted cold-blooded crime subsided the fury 
against me,and the Daily Dam that preached 
violence stopped fanning fulminations against 
me thereafter, Thus,by the grace of God,TI 
was spared once more to complete my mission, 
As far the culprit,nothing was heard of him 
any more, He must have met his doom," 


G--- Motor Car Overtopples 
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This was the last accident,though equally 
peclains tn October 1949,he was returning in his car 
from Naushahro Feroz to Hyderabad acemmpnied by 
Madam Daudpota and a personal attendent Rafid, ,he net ‘ 
¥ ms Daudhbol® 


with the accident . The road was straight and the-Chan-' 


f£feur was driving at top speed. When theykad left the 


- the | 
township of Qazi Ahmad,he lost control of the car,which 


skided along the edge of the road,and swerving to the 
right fell into a ditch,and turned turtle. God is to be 
thenked that the petrol tank did not burst,or else the 
entire precious cargo would have blow to pieces. “hen 
aidan ewe came to their senses,they got out of 
the car laughing,with slight injuries.” ( eG) 

Thrice saved,he was thrice blessed,and with him 
the people of the Province and Pakistan. He had not yet, _ 

preparation of the Translatimay of Mar 

completed the mission--the/Prolegemena of Ibn Shakdun 


and the Definitive Edition of Sheh-Jo-Risslo. 
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Chapter--- Tf 
ERUDITION 


4, As 2 Student 

So far,I have dealt with Dr. Daudpota as a mon. I 
have also given a bt sive necount of his academic 
career. Nor I shell show his literary calibre end profun- 
wer ey Coeastumessiive Ailerany out.-ft 

As said earlier, the literary career of prs Sahib 
had been exceptionally prilliant throughout,2 career 


that deserves emolution. It is both an eye-opener and 


an elixir,and inspires 2 rightly directed intelligent 


student to scale the dizzy heights of an erudite scho- 
Larship. He did actually inspired so many ,both in Bombay 


and in Sindh. At any rate,he had inspired me all elong. 


He was an all-rounder, being equally prillimt 
at Pnglish,Mathenatics and Lenguages. Thile yet a student 
in the Matriculation Class,he had solved Gokhele's Arith- 
metic, "ilkinson's end Athavale's Algehra,and Hel 
Stevenson's and Godfrey and Siddon's Geometry. After, 
passing the Matriculation Exeamination,he gave away these 
solutions to others, who never returned them. 

Incidentally ,I elso solved the whole of the 
following books,and after clearing the Matriculation had 
given them avwey to ny friends, rho circulated then enone st 
the Matric students of the Madrseh for nearly 18 yeers 
right upto the pirth of Pakisten’- - 

Gokhale!s Arithmetic 


Athavale's Algebra 
Agithmetic by Lock and Lewis 


~ TO6 a 


Dr. Daudpota was a linguist. Besides Arabic, English, 
Persian and Sindhi,which he had mastered,he was tolerably 
well-versed in French, German, Italian, Sanskrit,Spanish and 
Urdu also. 
Persian 

Persian was his second mother tongue,so to say. He 

had imbibed the very spirit of the Lamaruages He loved Rumi, 
Hafiz, Ibn Yamin,amt Jami and Iqbal. In fact,he had committed 
to memory the entire iwan-i-Hafiz, and would quote Hafiz so 
appropriately in his conversation and epistolary correspon- 
dence, The verse which he cherished the most and which he 


“quoted so often ig: 7 fo: Lore et bots bore 


Oy See Cas! Bsn 


("We should carry out the commands of God,and do evil to 
none; 

( And if the people say 'it is not lawful',we must not 

( say that it is lawful." 


He spoke Persian in perfect Iranian accents, and 
also wrote it flawlessly and faultlessly,and what is more,in 
a light,chaste,cheerful and perfect style. 

Professor Dr.Saeed Nafeesy, Dr. Raza Zadeh "Shafag" 
and Muhammad Zarnagar, had the highest regards for his services 
to their language and literature. Messrs Ali Agha, Jawad Agha 
and Ismail igha, the three brothers from Bushire,were his 
peloved pupils, the last being the classmate of the present 
writer, 

Arabic 

Arabic was the language of his heart, It permeat- 
ed his very being. He loved three things the most, the our’ ah, 
the Holy Prophet( peace be on him),and Arabic. Incidentally, 
gince 1950,he was literally immersed in the love of the Pro- 
phet,as a mere mention of his holy name,tears used to trickle 
down his chkeks. He was Pana fir-Rasul. 


Dr. Aba-Ul-"ahhab “naam, the first Bgyptian Ambassador 


Ambassador - TO6-A - 

in Pakistan who versified Iqbal's Payan-i-Mashrig inks 
Arabic, Maulana Abtul Kalam Azad, and Maulana Sayyid 

Sulaiman Nadvi greatly admired and appreciated his 

services to the cause of progress and propagation of 

Arabic. Agad once went so far as to say that scholars like 
Dr. Daudpota were the backbone of Arabic and Persian litera- 
tures. There was wardly any scholar of the language with 
whom he did not correspond,and with whom he did not exchange 
views. Most of his friends were either Arabs or Iranians. 


English 


ae 
Scholars such as Professors £.C.8rowe, Nicholson, 
\ 


7. 7.Arnold,Sir Dennison Ross and Bevan wrote and spoke high¥y 
wkxef and feelingly of his straightforward style in English. 
He had a facile pen,his style being natural rather than 
affected,each word fitting the thought even as a ring does 
the finger. He hated inflated and recondite words;shunned 
trite and common-place Johnsonese and the jargon;poohpoohed 
shalhow and obscure thought,and above all disdained circun- 
Llocution. The imneceability of words lends tersness to the 
diction. His style is highly idiomatic, direct, crisp, precise 
and to the point. 

Dr. Daudpota was not only an epoch maker,but was also 
an epoch himself,because besides English, Arabic and Persian 
he also embellished Sindhi and nursed it with his life- 
blood, In fact,it may be said of him that he found it without 
a literature,and left it rich and opulent. It was mainly due 
to his incessant and indefatigable efforts and endeavours 
that the language can now boast of virility and variety. te 
pruned and purified it of the dross,and enrichad it with a 


variety of modes of expression. He is the pioneer of the 


tne regs) ea 7 oe 


critical literature in Sindhi, 


Again,he was responsible for infusing the spirit 
of research in the young and budding Sindhi writers whom 
his hawk-like eye selected for the purpose,and whom he F 
trained in that art,so that set on his anvil they are caseeaase 
good literature, ‘these scholars should now keep alive the 
immortal flame through generations onwards, 

In him the people of Pakistan in general,and 

of Sindh in particular,have lost a sound critic,a prince 
amongst writers and a cream of his contempraries. Sindh has 
lost a real,sincere and jealous guardian of its cultural 
heritage. To be sure,never again shall be born another 


Daudpota to burn the mid-night oil,and die at the altar of 


Learning. Verily,wonder goes away,but its admiration persists. 


Daudpota may not be any more physically vith us,but his 


literary works,teachings and personal accomplishments will 
always inspire the posterity for years to come. 

Dr, Daudpota was the mos¥ devout devotee 
having been completely engrossed for many years 
research of his piaielaaee 3 eel and philosophy. 
the only literature Ghotentens’ the very spirit 
poetry, plunging headlong into the caves of his ocean, 
and bringing out " gems of purest ray serene.". The 
work that would place him in the galary of the sreat,is 
the Definitive Edition of Shah-Jo-Risalo, He had completed 
seven-eghth of the work,and he would have completed the 
book had he been vouchsafed a few month more, Would that 


some one capable appears on the scene,and completes the 


book, To say with divine Hafiz:- 


fatiz:- i Art = §06-¢ - 4 ae fs 
LOE Oy FNS PANO 5 NWO 


("The lovers have left the towm;and maybe fzom a 


corner there appears 2 mysterious hand and 


( 
( performs the miracle ( completes the work." 
4n Incident _ 


After the matriculation examination,I was permitted 


| 


to stay in the Boarding House. The result was declared on 


May 31,1929,and the students called on the Principal. He 


enbraced us,kissed us and congratulated us. Once he called 


me and advised me to take up Arabic at the college,saying 


that I being the first boy,others would emulate me and take 
up Arabic, I kept quiet. when the college opened,I took up 
Bf 


Persian,in which,was exceptionally strong,having secured 


89% in the matriculation examination, 
When Dr.Sahib came to know the fact,he sent word 
through some one,asking me to quit the Boarding House. 
as I was bidden,and saw him no more for some time. 


Once,soon thereafter,when I was paying money for 


p of tea at the Bahman Tea Shop in Saddar,I heard:" 


Dotnt pay,my boy,do'nt pay." when I looked back,I saw 

Dr, Sahib with teare in-his—eyes, I kissed his hand, and 

he embraced me and kissed me,and said:" Are you angry with 

me, Arif"? Thereupon I touched his feetj;he raised me and took 

me away with him to the Victoria. I remember the wise words: 
OS Yb PO § Le¥!_the youne commit mistakes and the 

elders forgive then. 

This instance is quoted to show that he would 

not mind annoying his dear ones for the sake of Arabic. It 

also shows how kind and affectionate he was. 


Hand-writing 


Seana-vriting - T06-D - 


Dr.Daudpota,as said earlier,had a bad hand-writing 


when in the Primary School. He was taunted for the slip-shod 
writing,whereafter,he took care to cultivate it right 
earnest,so that he soon developed a hand-writing for which 
he was admired and emulated. 

He had an extremely elegant and graceful Hand-writing, 
both in English, Arabic and Sindhi. He write very fine and 
straight. He was fond of Naskh( ),the Arabic script. 
He had no liking for Nasta'alia( OA), the Persian script. 

askh is not as graceful as Nasta'slia,but he wrote it 
beautifully. He wrote distinctly and hmkaky clearly,and what 
is more,without any blemish. 
This is what he says about the two scripts:- 


ery best to master Nastatalia, 
to do so. Hence,I write Sindhi 

jan ‘= ‘Arabic in Naskh., I have preser- 

hand-writing of I912 and I915-16. 
+5 

" It is all due the grace of Ree Almighty 
that I am able to express myself fluently 
in English, Arabic, Persian and Sindhi." 


( Autobiography#Pp 54 


life. - 10m - 


Chapter--- ITI 
WORKS _ 


As said earliz at so meny different pleces, Dr. 
Daudpota was a versatile gmius,a voracious reader and 
a prolific writer. He was also a great bibliphile, Henze 

Once he told me that he set apart every month, 
a handsome amount for the purchase of books. On his reta 
turn from Fngland,he was on the mailing list of several 
booksellers both in Englend,Hollend,Cermeny end India, 
end since 1947 taf-Pakisten. 

He had a really very rich library of his om.He 
had collected books and manuscripts worth Rs.1,50,000. 
This was his richest property. If conteined about 
books embracing the entire literature of the world, the 
Orimntal end Occidental. It was in this library qhich 
<ai was his study-room that Dr. Daudpota was slways found 
at his table with books all round,deriving the plepsure 
of being surrounded by the master-minds of the literary 
world,end it was in this study-room that he completed 
many of his works/ of intrinsic worth end value. 

He sold a part of the library during his life- 
time. After his death,Medam Daudpota very magnenimously 
desired to donate the rensing part,end for this purpose 
she approached the authorities of the Universities of 
Sindh and Karachi,but the authorities of these august 
bodtes very mercilessly spurned the offer because of 
their hostile attitude towards the author who died at 
the altar of Learning. Ultimately, the remeining books 


books ~- 106 - 
were added to the Sindh Provinciel Tibrary et Hyderabad, 
It was so good of Captain Uthmen Ali 'Isanf, the Provin- 
chal Education Secretary. The donated books are kept 
in the library under the title of Shams—'Ul-'Ulama Dr, 
Pe BE A Kt iS 
Umar Muhammad Daudpota Collections. Madam Daudpota or 
Nene ee eee 
e a 
in her place,a descendent of the scholar shall be, member 
of the Provincial Library. 
Dr, Daudpota wrote copiously in all the four 
Ienguages. Fis works fall into the following categories:- 
i--- The original, 
g--- Irenslationsyend Annotations, 
Sv~-- The Critical Editions, 
4.-- In the Press, 
5am Under contemplation or preparation, end 


oon — Selections. 
t= The Original 


41... Murshid-ul-Mubtadi,Parts I end IT,1929-21 &rebic 


©... The Influence of Arabic Poetry on the -- 
Development of Persian Poetry- 1934 -- Fnglish 


“Sic. A Survey of Mass Education in Indie 4937-- 8 


4... Survey of Sindhi Miterature- 1954 ---- 


5.2 Munthi Mukhtasab Atam Beheni-1959 ---- 

Pins Translations and Annotations 

ti... Tayyibat-i-Sa'adi -- 1925 

‘} ttyar-Denish by Abul Fazl, 4934-55 

SiyZsetmemeh-i-Nizamul Mulk, 1934-55 
Reweh-i-Bitan, 1935-36 
Qite!at-i-Ibn-i-Yemin, 1937-38 
$ afarnameh-iNa sir Khusru, 1957-38 
Paushneinamah-i~ Nasir Khusru,1937-38 +-~ 
Ca" adatmamsh-ie Nasir Khusru,i937-38 --- 


Nefshat-i-Hafiz, 4934-35 & 1958-39 


-—-~ it , ~ a9 a 
lOve. =Ghesadiyyaé-a-Arif yazwini, 1937-38, s- ,* 


. 


iI... ‘Translation of Chapter-I of WIG EAN" anelish 


Q=== Critical Bditions deseo vi ey 
I... Shah-Jo-Risalo---III Volumes in colloboration 
with-Dr.H,M,Guxbuxani ,1923-30-=<= Sindhi 
2... @arikh-i-Matasumi ,1939 ---------+-~- Persian 
3... @arikhei-Fatahnanah or-Chanohnamah,1939 ---- " 
oan \byat-i-Sindhi of Khawja Muhammad Zamanfp 
of Luari, 19397 --- Sindhi 


rrr yayan-ul-Arifin of Sayyid Abdul Karim of 
Bulri, 1937 --- a 
6.e. Mfinhaj-ul-Ashigin of Maulavi Ghulam 
Muhammad with Girhori's Arabic éommentary 


rendered in Sindhi --- From Persian to 
gindhi 
7... Kalam#i-Girhori, 1957 --- Sindhi 
8... Muqaddamah-i-Tbn Khaldun ---  Inglish 
9... Sarha Gul, 1932 --- Sindhi 


D--- Selections 


Iee- An anthology of Prose and Poedty for the 
Matriculation Examination of Bombay University, 
1940444-- Sindhi 


2... An anthology mf Persian Prose and Poetry 
for the Matriculation Examination of 


Bombay University ,1936 --- Persian 
3.2 Am anthology of Arabic Prose and Poetry --- Arabic 
1932 
4eee Sindhi Poetry, T950 --- Sindhi 
5... A series of Sindhi Prose & Poetry in 
Three Parts,1948 --- " 


6... Madarig'tl Qirtat'al Arabiyya,III Volumes --- Arabic 
G' vd 9 ee 


1950, 
Teee Durusll Arabiyya in IV Volumes, 1953 --- . 
B8.ee Aghaz-i-Parsi in IV volumes --- Persian 


In the Press 
Levee Prolegemena of Ibn Khaldun( translation)---"nglish 
Qeee Arab literature and culture in Spain --- sd 


fa, Under active preparation — 
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I... Definitive Edition of Shah-Jo-Risalo 


under the auspices of Sindhi Adabi BOARD ---Sindhi 
a | . 
ay ae oath Ct Ls under the auspices of 
re S.A. Board BES 
eee oe wl oe Tbn Seena, under the 
auspices of $.A.Board --- " 
Hs Leth 
yb Ane A ~ a tranasletion in Sindhi --- " 


under the auspices of S.A.Board 


i No. 
Bias ‘< REF Oa under the auspices of 
Sindhi Adabi Society,Karachi --- " 


das Ape under the auspices of Sindhi 


dabi Society --- " 


712, <5 el oy by Makhdum Muhammad Hashim 


of Thatta 
“ i] us 
Bsae Ged wii arteIII --- Arabic 
9. Ove) “4 Sindhi Translation of,by 
Ibn Maskawayh --- Sindhi 


10...@aUly F Concordance of Shah-Ho-Risalo --- n 

11...02 G5) colhection of iuthor's literary 
erticles from 1922 onward with an 
autobiography --- " 


I2,0.7 WUE a Dictionary of old Sindhi words 
a illustrated with quotations --- 0" 


In all,Dr.Sahib had 47 books of different 
categories to his credit, 


x COMMEWTS 


I- The Influence of aArabic Poetr on the 
DeveLopment of Persian Poetry. 


This is his Dissertation wnuicn ne naa suomittea 
for tne Doctorate in Philosophy. In this scholarly 
aud hignly critical work, Dr,Sahib took great pains 
at tracing chronologically the history of the constant 
influence of Arabic Poetry on the development of thought 
and diction of Persian Poetry. this disseratiom is a 


distinet contribution to the promotion of Oriental 


oriantal Te 
Learning. 

Apart from the theme of the book,the style 
employed in it is highly scholarly and inimmitable. 
It is terse and yet illuminating, The swing and balance 
of its sentences,the aptness and freshness of similes 
and metaphors,the happy and correct use of a cheerful, 
chaste and bold phraesology,and the accurate and grace- 
ful use of the English idiom,should lend the book a 
respectable place in the shelves of an international 
museum of libraries. 

About a few hundred copies of this book were 
printed in 1934 by the munificence of the late Mulla 
saif-Ud-vahir, the religious head of the Bohra community. 

His teacher, Dr.Nicholson,was affectionately 
proud of the book,because of the warm reception accorded 
to it by the British Press. It was correctly reviewed 
and highly appreciated. More than its schiietentiecie? 
its method of treatment and presehtation that was appre- 
ciated in flore fully. Dr.Nicholson in his letter in 1936 
while congratulating Dr,Daudpota on the warm reception 
accorded to the book,expressed his pride in having such 
a scholar as his pupil, 

It is a pity that such a standard book of 
intrinsic worth and valueskumi# should not be available. 
I had once requested him to publish the second edition, but 
he could find time to do so. this book should be transla- 
ted into Arabic, Persian,Urdu and Sindhi. God willing,I 


propose to translate it into Urdu, 


lumes of thik book hava so far ome 
der active ces t 


grdu. = St 
2- Murshidu'l Mubtadi 

Two volumes of this book have so far come 
out,ahile the last volume was under the active preparation 
when the Call came,and,left the world, These volumes are 
designed to teach Arabic by the Direct Method. In fact,in 
these books of great importance,the author has shown the a 
short road to the acquisition of the language. They contain 


copious excercises for the learner. 


This book was published in I93%,and contains 

a brief but comprehensive survey of Education in the undi- 
vided India from the beginning of the current century of 
Christian Era. this book B@s place& the author amongst 
the sound,well-informed and practical educationists of 
the sub-continent. 
4- Kalam-i-Girhori 

The Poetical Works of the Martyred saint Shailh 
'Abd'mrRahin Girhori,are a monument of labour. They are 


cullated from I3 manuscripts,besides an introduction of 


and = J 
88 pakeg, contains notes of mystical significance and a 


glossory of diffidult words. 
5- Bayanu'l Arifin of Shah Karim of Bulri 

Shah Abdu'l KXarim,the greatéereat grandfather 
of Shah ‘Abdul Katif of Bhitshah,the Poet Laureate of 
Sindhgto ‘say with Dr.Daudpota, "the Morning Star of Sindhi 
Poetry". In this book,the author has brought out the salient 
features and characteristics of Shah Karin's poetry along 


with nystical teachings. 


$- Tarikh -i- Ma'asumi 


fafasumi - 113 - 


Sayyid Mir Muhammad Ma'asum ( mama aa ott | 
son of Sayyid Mir Safai of sukkur was a Tirmizi sayyiniind 
was appointed of Sukkur Pargana by the Mughal Emperor Akbar 
in . Like Akbar's grandson Emperor Shihab-Ud-Din 
Shah Jahan, the Magnificent and Palge-Builder, llir Matasum was 
fond of architecture,and had a flair for raising buildings. ie 
left many beautiful buildings in Sindh and elsewhere. He was 
a learned man,a historian and a poet,and had adopted ami ee L) 
as his nom de plume. His book under discussion is the second | 
oldest nistory of sindn,the first being Chachnamah, It was 
written in 1600 a.J = 1014 A.H,. mmim the date being obtained 


from the following chronogram:- 


orl le Slay, 


( Nami was a poet. ) 
The book is written in Persian,and traces the 

history of Sindh from the earliest times upto Akbar's reign. 
He lies buried along with his father upon a rectangular 
piece of land to the east of the Minaret which bears his 


name, One of the many inscriptions the following is the 


TA ele ye ie 


Rost striking Son 
Tra IS Ls! 
the Minaret stands on a rocky platform in the 
centre of Sukkur town, 1t is the most conspicuous structure 
to be seen and admired. From the base the height is 34 
feet;the circumference 84 feet at the base,and has 84 inter- 
nal winding steps to reach the top. It is a conical monument, 
rather unshapely,and is a little off the perpendicular. Its 
inaoentien.wae started in 1593=1003 A.H,and the foundation 
stone was laid by the Nawwab himself, It was completed by his 


son in 1627=1027 A.t.i,e.about 13 years after his death. 


death, - {T4 - 
The tarikh-i-Matasumi has been translated into 
English by Captain G.Malet,a former Resident of Khairpur 
State. 
br. Yaudpota spent two years and published it in 1938 
for the bhandarkar Research intitute, Poona. It was printed 
in sombay at the Yagyimah Press, the masterly introduction 
written in a really grand style,runs into pages,and the 
Notes throw light on many an obscure point. On the authority 
of Maulana Ghulam mustafa jasimi,a noted Sindhi scholar and 
critic,it is said that an eminent scholar like Maulana peak 
exclaiming: 
simply went into ecstasies when he read the book, smmaiix 
"T am glad to know that Sindh is 
still not without scholars endowed 
with critical insight." 

Mavlana gaa was friendly with Dr.Daudpota. In 
1948,he had actually advised Dr, Daudpota to return to the 
Government of Bombay, because,according to him,he was needed 
more for India than for the newly established country. He 
even addressed a letter of recommendation on Mr.B.G.Khair, 
then Chief Minister of Bombay. I had seen and read that 
letter myself, To the credit of Dr. Sahib be it said that 
he did not cash it. Instead,he preferred to destroy its in 
my presence in April 1948 in Bombay, vhemyhad gone there to 
attend for the last time a meeting of the Senate. 

T-=- Chachnamah 


The actual title off this earliest book of history, 


as assigned by the translater,was Minhajuddin wal mulk al- 


ma'aruf bah Chachnama ( ~™ ~Z. ee all Bic), 
. z= 2 
It is also called Fatahnamah-i-Sindh( 224 oo adie 


originally,the book was written in Arabic by 


A 


constant companion of the Arab Army throughout its exploits. 


exploits, - IIS 9 

and recorded the events as they occurred, The book deals 
with the Arab conquest of Sindh from Debal to Multan, A copy 
of this valuable book was the richest heritage of | Nagi 
Ismail Bin Abi-Uth-Thagafi pe Nar aI gous ) of 


Bukkur. It was rendered in classical Persian by another 


Arab Ali Bin Abu Bakr al-Kufi ( CU, Y Pi dias) some- 


where in I21T6 A,D = 613 AH. The original book has been lost 


for good. This translation is the source of all historians. 


To quote Dr. Daudpota:4 — 8 ‘os 
uth y) we bse s Spear Sow Fut oe i 


N39 eet ces. on "byl tr EM ond 
Cig Nae ne sbi btm none gees 


cae 
pe i ee 
Sob orb osteagl® CO ee 


Nothing definite is known about the translator, 
except that he was born in mute in Iraq, ond knew Persian 
very well,and that he came to India at the age of 58,and 
entered the service of Ayn'l Mulk son of Sharaf'l Mulk 
Radi'uddin,the Minister of Nasir-Ud-Din qabachah,and that 
he died in Sindh before.I220 A,D.=SI7 A.H.,the year when 
Awfi's Lub-al-Bab, dedicated to the self-same Minister, was 
completed, 

The edited book 4as published in 1939 hy at Lutfi 

Press, Delhi, by the Persian Manuscripts' Society, tyderabad, 
Deccan, It runs into more than 3I0 pages,and the Intro- 
duction along with annotations and notes,is a master-piece,. 

The present-writer had read proofs of this book 
as well as those of the farikh-i-Ma'tasumi,. Dr. Sahib has 
go affectionately acknowledged my little contribution in 
the Introduction to the Chachnameh. igain,it,was,any instance 
that he concluded the Introduction with the following verse 


of Sam Mirza in his tadhkirdhytétled tuht a sh-i-Sami:- 


SEtKCeiipe plela tsb 


8--- Survey of Sindhi Literature 

This is yet another master-piece , It traces the 
history of the language from the earliest time till 1954, 
when it was fitst published by the ptresent-writer in 
Sindh People And Progress ,the first ever hrm illustrated 
and streamlined brochure brought out under the authority 
of Sindh Government, when he was the Director of Information, 

Without blowing my own trumpet,this brochure 

was acclaimed to be the best publication of Government of 
Sindh, that talented Englishman, Dr.H.7.Sorley(d.1.10.1968 ) 
of Shah Jo Risalo fame,has commended it at page 273 of his 
scholarly,valuable and useful magnum opus Gazetteer of the 


Former Province of Sind including Khairpurpublished by 


“the Government of West Pakistan in October 1969. This is 


what ‘he saysxaxhe has to say about the brochure:- 
" The publication of the brochure 
was one of the estimable achievements 
of the Sind Provincial Government in 
last days of its life before it became 
merged in the political unity of West 

Pakistan in I955." 

Government of West Pakistan spent over Rs.2,66,000 
on this book,inceluding Rs.I,00,000 as remuneration to the 
learned compiler. This book is a veritable encyclopaedia 
of Sindh,cancelling all the rest of the Gazetteers. It is 
profusely illustrated,and runs into I003 pages,and is most 
elegantly printed on glazed paper. It carries several colou- 
red plates of historical importance. 

This Gazetteer carries almost full text of Dr. 
Sshib's article der discussilpn,and the autho’ quotes it 


printed in the Pctober issue 


importance. ~ - TIT - 


This Gazetteer almost carries the full text of 
this article and the author quotes it in te support of 
the growth and development of 
Kis arguments about/Sindhi Language and Literature. 
§--- Shah-Jo-Risalo 
Professor curbuxani had published in three volumes 
an annotated and critical edition of this book in 1923-30. 
About two-third of the work was completed in colloboration 
with Dr.Sahib, The book was undertaken in I922,and completed 
in 1930,and was printed at the then Commissioner's Press, 
Karachi. Dr, Daudpota did much of the spade work before he 
left for Mmgland;collected material while in Mmgland,and 
completed it after he returned foom England and left for 
Bombay. Dr,Gurbuxani while acknowleding the fact,pays 
the following tribute to Dr.Sahib:- 
" T am grateful to my erstwhile pupil, 
Dr.U.M.Daudpota for his labour of love 
in the preparation of the book. He wrote 
expdlanatory notes,and read proofs. But 
for his willing co-operation, the book 
may not have been published so soon," 
A mere acknowledgement of this kind was not at all 
sufficient, pecause,as 1 was told by br, sanip himself, Dr. 


Gurbugani did not fulfil his promise by writing his name 


as co-writer or colloborator, Disgusted,he wrote to him 


Brom Bombay on 30th May,1931,as under:- 


“_I am pleased to receive a gift copy of 
shah Jo Risalo,although I must say,that it . 
Dained me greatly not®see my name associated 
with yours,as promised by you. 1 do not mind, 
put ,you ought to have thought of it. the 
little recognition you have given me is tame 
and inadquate,and you had better not mentioned 
me, this is the result of 6 years hard labours.” 


\cain,on 6th June, 1931:- 
" Ag regards my name being associated with 


yours,! am totally indifferent. As for Nur 
Jahan,I had absolutely no hand in itsgand I 
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had not expected that you would mention my 
name in its preface,for the little work of 
seeing the proofs that I did in your absence. 
sut what I minded most was the left-hand 
compliments Ghulam Dastagir,who had absolutely 
no hand in the book upto p.283,is declared to 
have prepared the manuscript for you. ‘this is 
unfair, we worked together hand-in-hand upto 
page 283,and the Risalo,so far,is a happy 
blend of the styles of two writers,and except 
for the original matter contributed by you in 
vol.I.,we have worked on equal terms, I,on my 
part,sacrificing ny little leksure, which I 
might well have spent on improving my health. 
to see Ghulam Dastagir getting the guerdon of 
my hard work,is surely heart-rending, Furtherg 
you have not acknowledged that it was I who_ 
had worked upon the british Museum MS; of Shah 
Jo Risalo,and had even delayed my coming for 
é sake of it. A Western scholar would have 
acknowledged all that help without demur. Any- 
way,I am sure done with it,and I'll not speak 
any more about it to disturb our excellent 
relations. " 


It is a pity that the books which he had entrusted 
to the authorities of the Sindhi Adabi Board should lie in 
the limbo of oblivigs even I3 years after his death! Surely, 
people worship the rising-.sun,and pass a sponge over the 
great and golden deeds of those who do not hold any impor- 
tant place in life, what to say of those who have left the 
world, This is just not good and fair,as it does not redound 
to the credit of an institution which Dr.Daudpota founded 
and furthered so much, It is a high time that the Board 
bestirs itself and discharges its debt of gratitude to its 
benefactor by bringing out all the works truste# entrusted 
to Sts care, I must remind our people that the grateful 


people never forget their benefactors. The earlier it 


discharges,the better for the Board and the Sindhi literature 


itself,or else,a time will come,when it will have to account 


for this prolonged silence in the matter. 
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Chapter --- III 
General 


This tsxthextast chapter/dealamz with the 
general recognition which Dr, Sahib received during his 
life-time,both by the Government of the day,and the 
general public; his large circle of friends and admirers 
and pupils,and his epistolary correspondence, 


BE 


Ae Government 

I have already enumerated several firsts to 
his credit in Part I of the- book. Immediately on his 
return from England,the Government of Bombay niéminated 
him as a member of the Senate of the Bombay Chresanorent Le 
in 1927, But for the perfidy of some people in authority, 
who would not permit him to attend a third meeting of 
the Senate in 1948,he would have continued to be the 
member, The Government of Bombay had not cancelled his 
nomination. 

In 1941,Government of India conferred upon 
hin the title of Shams'l Ulama,in recognition of his 
services to the cause of promotion of the Oriental Lear- 
ning, Amongst Sindhis,he was the third and the last of The 
illuminati to have received the honour, Mirza Qaleech 
Baig was the first,and Dr.Dastur Dhalla was the second. 
itis photograph with oolong beeen sh sl), 
and the robes of honourftaken in I94I,is simply grand 


and effulgent. 
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Vice-Chancellorship 

The Sindh university came into existence in 
April I947,and the correct decision that the eovernment 
of the day should have taken was to appoint Dr, Samib as 
the first Vice-Chancellor,for which he was eminently 
suited;but the intrigue-ridden cotery pref€éTed to by- 
pass the rightful claim of this luminary. It is for 
this reason and also for the shabby treatment meted out 
to Professor A.B,A.ualeem during his tenure of office 
as the Vice-Chancellor turk from 1947 to I95I,that Dr. 
Daudpota declined to be the political Vice-Chancellor 
of the same university in April I95I,when the chair 
fell vacant on account of the resignation of Professor 
naleem out of sheer disgust. 

ue once told me that in 195I,Dr.Shaikh Din 
Muhammad,then Governor of the Province and the Chancellor 
of the university,and a great lover of the learned,had 
offered him to occupy the chair of Vice-Chancellor, but 
he excused himself for the reasons mentioned above. He 


also told me that earlier ne like-wise declined the good 


offer made by Khan Liaguat Ali Khan to become the first 


Vice-Chancellor of Karachi University. All the same,he 
performed the duties of an Acting Vice-Chancellor for 
a month,from April 4,195I to May 4,I95I. 

Professor Haleen,himself an eminent education- 
ist,historian and administrator,was not shown the respect 
which was due to him. This had scared our Dr.Sahib away. 
He was wise not to accept the post in 195I,and his deci- 
sion was found correct,as subsequent events proved the 
veracity, particularly the treatment accorded to his candi- 


dature for the same post in I957. 


An Incident 


Dr, Sahib, as said earlier,accepted the post 
of the Director of Public Instruction,much against his 
will, His first wife was reponsible for the change. He 
worked assiduously,honestly and sincerely. He was also 
brutally frank in airing his views of himself and of 
others, Some people in authority did not see eye to eye 
with him,and were on the look out to nit him hard, Pir 


ae =F . _. Francis 
Tlahi Bakhsh,as Minister for Hducation,and Sir #Rebem& 


yRakg the wovernor ‘ $. rae eet 
FOSEREX as XBMSEMinieter and Mr.!uhammad Daim Siddici 


as Rducation Secretary at the instance of some miscreants 
took up cudgles against Dr,Sahib. 

Whe conspiracy succeeded in September 1946, 
when during his absence on leave to Kashmir, they proposied 
proposed his name as Principal of a newly-establ 
Training College in Karachi. He came to know of the 
conspiracy, and returned post-haste to save the situation. 
I came to know of the conspiracy through Dr.Gurbuxani 
who had gone to Bombay to attend a meeting of the Senate. 
I was flabbergasted,and wrote him on the IIth September, 


I946, In his reply,dated the 2th idem,he wrote back as 


under:- 


" Your kind Yemembrance of the IIth 
instt*was received by me just mpxx this 
morning,and I hasten to reply. Thats 
so much for your prayers. 

We had been to Guimarg, just to 
snatch a month's holiday,after 7z years 
hard toil,when we were informed on the 
T9th August that Daim « Co had conspired 
to bring about my ruin. We had to return 
precipately to see if the position could 
be retrieved,for I had anticipated that 
the work must have been-as it was tactually- 
finished before our arrival here. K.B.liuhan- 
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-mad Daim,who has been antagonistic to me 

ever since he became Secretary,was stoutly 

and secretatlyspoiling my record-though 

evem other Muslimgincluding the good Pir 
Sahib-had already done their worst-getting 
advantage of my absence,he thought it pro- 

per to hit me below the belt. He prepared a 
note,proposing me as Principal of the new- 
fangled Pir Ilahi sakhsh College for Secondary 
leachers,nad it endorsed by Mr, Pirzada, who, 
being new,was easily taken in by him on the 
plea that I would not be affected in status 
and pay,and by the Premier and the Governor, 
wnose ears nad been tnorougnly poisoned by tne 
interested parties . when I met Pirzada and 
remonstrated with him,ne expressed regret at 
wnat he nad unwittingly done and promised to 
make amends. He then revoked his orders,and 
passed on the file to H.?.,who instead of tak- 
ing it personally to u.!.,simply forwarded to 
hin,so that the latter once again got an 
opportunity to spout his venom against me, but 
was constrained to say in the end that if his 
advice was not accepted in the larger interests 
of the Province(ft)the whole matter should be 
discussed in the Cahinet. So the matter stands, 
and one does not know when the Cabinet will 
meet.,while the arch fiend still goes strong 
and unpunished. I am undaunted by this dramatic 
turn in my life. Let me see what God nas yet 
in store for me. 


Meanwhile, the matter was refetred to the 
university of Bombay with a view to ascertaining whether 
Dr,Jaudpota could be recognized as Principal of a trai- 
ning College. the university authorities wrote back that 
as he nad no degree in Bducation,ne could not be recognized 
as such. they also suggested that he could ‘be appointed as 
a Vice-Chancellor of, university. 

*his reply finished his enemies,and the 
matter dropped, what a defeat for the nisereants, and 
what a triumph of Truth, Faith andesincere work$ This was 
the reason why he was not appointed as Vice-Chancellor in 
I947, Sir Francis Mudie,the Governor had his revenge in 


this way. 
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Allama Ima@aa Ali Imam Ali nazi, the greatest 
philosopher Sindh,ever produced,was appointed as the 
Vice-Chancellor of the University in 1951, Under him 
the institution made a tremendous progress. His tern of 
office was to expire in 1958, Dr.Daudpota, who had retired 
fron the West Pakistan Public Service Commission,was per- 
suaded by his well-wishers to contest election. It should 
be remembered that prior to 1958,it was the Senate which 
elected the Vice-Chancellor. Thus,he had a good chance, 
provided the voting was to be by ballot. I had once very 
respectfully dropped a hint to the effect that it was not 
desirable to disturb Allama Sahib, But I being 2 very 
small fry,my request fell off deaf ears,and he got angry 
with me, I assured him that if there chatcue ‘wots in his 


favour,it would be mine. He embraced and kissed me, 


\ 
According to the procedure as laid dom in 


the University Statutes, the voting should have heen by 
ballot,but the apple cart was upset when Nawwab Mushtaq 


\hnmad Gurmani,the Chancellor, decided in favour of by 


show of hands, Dr.Sahib.lost heavily. I,together with my 


friends, Dr, Ahmad Mukhtar, Akhund Allah Bachayo and Pro- 
fessor Tahawwur Ali NWagavi and few others voted for hin, 
(llama Sahib was mightily displeased with 
me,and remained as such till his retirement. when asked 
for my strange behaviour,I told him that Dr.Sahib was 
ny spiritual father,and I owed it to me tat I should 
support my spiritual father,and thereafter none was 


dearer to me than himself, 


Left to hingelf, Allama Sahib was angel of 
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Sindh and West Pakistan Public Service Commisions 


Government of Sindh elevated Dr.Sahib as 
a member of the Public Service Commission in October, 
T950,and then the One-Unit Government appointed him as 
a member of the West Pakistan Public Service Commission 
in November, 1955, 

tural Mission to Iran F 

He was appointed as the Deputy Leader of 
the Cultural Mission to Iran in 1953, 
University Honours 

Dr.Sahib was one of the most active members 

of the Senate of Bombay University. He was on the Faculty 
of Arts, and on the Board of Studies for Arabic, Persian 
and Sindhi, In Sindh,he was on the Synditate, Academic 
Council, Faculty of Arts,and Boards of Studies for Post- 
graduate Studies and Arabic, Persian and SenBfe, He used 
to be appointed as an Examiner in Arabic and Persian at 
the M.A, Examination of Bombay, Dacca, Calcutta, Delhi, Karachi, 
Panjab, Peshawat, Sindh and the Uthnaniyya Universities. He 
was also an examiner for the Pakistan Superior Services. 
B--- Public 

Dr.Daudpota was appointed as a member of 
Pakistan Hoard of History,and presided over the delibera- 
tions of the All Pakistan Historical Conference in 1956. 
The conference was held on the lawns of the Frere Hall 
on January 6,1956,and was inaugurated by Major General 
Iskandar Mirgza( 4,1969 ),then President of Pakistan, On 


the death of Maulana Sayyid Sulaiman Nadvi in 1954, the 


Egyptian Government nominated him on Fuad II Academy of 


Linguistics,Cairo as the corresponding member, At hone, he 
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was entrusted with the arduous yet pleasant work of recas- 
ting the sindhit Lexicon, prepared at tne instance of the 
Sindhi Adabi Board in 1953, His last publie function was 
to preside over the deliberations of the Arabic Conference 


at Hyderapad on October 10,1958, 


Dr.Daudpta had a large circle of friends, admirers 
and pupils. In 1956,he was good enough to write down the 
names of most of his associates, Below,I reproduce in toto 
the list as supplied to me, 

A--- Friends ( School ) 

Ie Ghulam Husain Phull of Larkana 

26 Ghulam Rasul Kehar ,Larkana 

3, M,A,.Khuhro, Larkana 

4, Prof. A.L.Shaikh 
Dr.1.J,lirchahdani, Asricultural Institute, Delhi 
Jethanand Gehani , Accountant, Karachi Municipal Corpora- 
Sayyid Miran Muhammad Shah > 
Ali Muhammad Siyal 

9. Abdul Agiz Solangi 
Imam Bakhsh Phulpota,Khairpur Mirs 


Maulavi Abdul ayy, Karampur, Sehwan 


Dr.Kewalram L,Motwani, Grant Medical College, Bombay 


Lilaram Sahibrai, Colombo 
Hetimbhady A, Alavi 
Ata Husain Shah Musavi, Rohri 
Hasanali Wali Muhammad Hasanali 
B--= ¢ e Friend 
I, Kazi Nawaz Ali Nasarpur 
2. ‘Muhammad Ismail Quadiri, Larkana 


3. Yar Muhammad Junejo, Larkana 
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Gobinran Nathani, Bombay 
i.d, Thakur, Surat 
I.Y,Sulaiman 
Ghulam Quadir oT? x2 ea Shikarpur 


Mermern Htdece Kazray 


ftt- Cambridee Friends 
Abdur Rasul Chalbi, Iraq 
Prof, A.A.A,.Faizi, Bombay 
§.l, Sharif, ix-Zducation Secretary, Pakistan 
Dr,Zahid Ali,Hyderabad Deccan 
Mir Bandeh Ali Talpur 
Dr.M.%Z.S5iddigi, Professor of Arabic, Calcutta 
Dr limhammad Nizamuddin, Hyderabad, Deccan 
iv-- Bombay Friends 


Muhammad Maklai 


Ali 
Prof,Ivanou, 


3 Sayf Tayyibji, Solicitor 
Muhammad Khan, Bhendi Bazascr 
Maulavi Hindaday,Bhendi Bazaar 
Professor Sayyid Raza,St.Xavier's college 
K.B.?rof,Abdul Quadir Sarfaraz 
K,B, Muhammad Hidayatullah, Poona 
5.R.Dongerkerry, Registrar, Bombay University 
Mr.D.N.Marshall, Deputy Registrar 
Prof.,Sayyid Nawwab Ali, Baroda and Junagarh 
Akhtar Mian dJunagarhi 

. Alehajj woetan” 114 Jadranbhad 


« Professor Khali Dehdashti I4. Professor M.A, Namazi 
Literary Iriends 


Professor Lutfulleah Badvi 
Maulavi Abdul Wahid Sindhi 
{aulavi Fatah Muhammad Behvan 
Dr\Nabi Bakhsh Baloch 


emnad Ibrahim Khalil 
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36 Maulavi Fatah Muhammad Sehwani 
4. Dr.Wabi Bakhsh Baloch 
De Dr.Wabi Bakhsh Qazi 
6. Dr,.Muhammad Ibrahim "Khalil" 
Professor Jamil Wasiti--- Senior 
x ” = --- Junior 
Dr. Sayyid Yamin Hashini 
Rahimdad Maulai Shedai 
Maulavi Ghulam Mustafa 
Shafi Ahmad Alavi 
Karim Bakhsh Khalid 
Muhammad Ibrahim Joyo 
Sayyid Sardar Ali Shah 
Maulavi Din Muhammad wWafai 
Lutf Ali Shah, Hyderabad 
Hafiz Muhammad Ahsan, Dadu 
Prof.Ihsan Badvi 
Habibullah Bhutto, Shikarpur 
Jhamandas shatia 
Ghulam Abbas Quadiri, Larkana 
Mushtaq Abro, Shikarpur 
Pir Husamuddin Rashidi 


Agha Taj Muhammad Pathan 


Allah Bakhsh Ugaili "Sarshar" 


Muhammad Urs "Saib" 

Dr. Ghulam Yazdani,Hyderabed Deccan 
Raz Bulrai 

Dr,Muhammad Mueed,tiyderabad Deccan 
Shaikh Muhammad Inayatullah, Lahore 


Professor Muhammad Shafi, Lahore 
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33. Prof, Hami,Khairpur 
Abdul Karim Sanddelo, Larkana 
Haji Muhammad, Larkana 
Prof.M. Ishaq, Calcutta 
Ayaz Quadri, Larkana 
Dr,Abdullah Chaghtai, Lahore 
Prof. W.M.Bhambhani, Ajmer 
n i,U,Malkani, Bombay 
" Ram Panjwani 


Pir Ali Muhammad Rashidi 


Mevlavi Khair Muhammad Nizamani 


i Abdul Ghafur Seetai 
Din Muhammad Alig 
M.U.Abbasi 
Ghulam Rasul Abbasi, Thatta 


Ahmad Bakhsh Rahu ( Madrsah colleague ) 
vi--- . Sind Madrasah colleagues ( as Principal ) 


Khan Sahib Murid Ali 
Shaikh Hasan Miyan 
Hasan Ali A,Rahman 
Sayyid Mir Muhammad Sheh 
Fatah Muhammad D, Quraishi 
Bhagatsingh,now Education Minister, Bast Panjab 
Muhammad Abdul Jabbar 
Muhammad Rashid 
Muhammad Dawood Gulsher 
Juma Tejani 
Maulavi Nur'ul Haqq Nadvi,now Dean, Peshawar University 
Ab@ul Qayyum Khan Shirwani t 
I4, Abraham Henjamin ‘talkar 


vil.. Ismail College colleagues 
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yit-- smail Colleke colleagues 


I. 
26 
35 


5. 


Dr,Muhammad Bazlur Rahman, Principal 


Dr.Ahmad Mukhtar--Economics 


Dr.Husain al-Hamdani, A 
Professor Najib Ashraf 

R Siraul 'ibad 
Nayyir Laeeq 
Be Correa Afans 


# Hyder Sayani 


rabic 

Nadvi, Urdu 
Naqavi, Physics 
Ahmad, History 

0, English 


» Persian 


" Abdus Samad Maulevi 


x + 
viift-- Colleagues as D,?.J, 


Is 


8. 
9. 
Io. 


Rai Sahib Karamehandnd H 
O.H.Ansari, 4x-D,?P,I 
Muhammad Siddiq Memon 
A.M. Nigamani 
Abdul Husain Musavi 
Shaikh Wahid Bakhsh 
s Abdullah Abdul 
Kazi Abdul Ghani 
Sumro Ghulam Husain 
Surhio Rahim Bakhsh 
Abbasi Muhammad Ibrahim 
Ursani Muhammad Ismail 
Mehbubali Channa 
Siddiqi Haroon 
Jatoi Ali Nawaz 
Muhammad Ali Jawhar 
Muhammad Ibrahim Pathan 
Abdullak M,K,Abbasi 
Muhammad Usman Chandio 


Karim Bakhsh Channa 


ingorani 


lasi 
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2t. Karim Bakhsh Shaikh 2 Hafez tt A orky 
30. Merde rainrns 


Muhammad Ali Daudpota 31° an &%u ind 
44, Abdullah Chandio "Athar" jee Aran 


Professor Abdul Ali F.Qalbani Pasp ses A 


wv ef) cre 


Jatafar Sayani 


26, Dr.Ghulam Husain Ja'afari 2. 

27. Sayyid Jalahuddin Shah , 

28x deer dan Bald jater 
--- Comnissi Cc es 

I. Diwan Harchandrai Hingorani, Chairman 

2. Ghulam Husain Agha 

3, Yar Muhammad Memon 

4. Gunio, superintendent 

Ilf-- Well-wishers 

i Forei countries 

Ts Professor &,G,.srowne 

2. Dr.k,A,Wicholson 

Be T,¥,Arnold 

ie Bevan 

5. “ Dr,Sir Dennison Ross 

6. « Storey 

Te “ Morgoliath 

8. Dr.Agzam Abdul Wahhab 


°. Dr,.Paced Nafeesy 


10. br, Mashaekh Faridani 


€ixxxxankanaxahnixKkalkanxazat 


¢2QyxxxkrofesserxshiurxagizxMenant 


Maulana Muhammad Ali "Jawhar" 


4 Abul Kakam Azad 


Sir Shah Nawaz, shutto 


3 A fh om inn 43 Aesetiy 1 ah 
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gir shah Nawaz shutto 


sir Aadullah naroon 
K.B.Wali Muhammad Hasan ALi 
Mir Ayub Khan of Las Bela 
Sadhu 7,4, Vaswani 

Mirza galeech saig 

@ayyib Ali Alavi 

Allame I.1.Kazi 

K,B,Akhund Abdullah 


K,B.S.D. Contractor 


Sardar Banadur Muhammad Bakhsh Shaikh 


K,B,Allan Bakhsh Sumro 


K,B,Maula Sakhsh Sumro 


Alleah Bakhsh Ansari 

Ali Bakhsh Channa 

Mihr Ali talib tejani 
Seth Ghulam Husain Chagla 
Abdur Rahman bar at Law 
Professor M.X.Kewelramani 
wurdddin Ghulama Ali Nana 
Mir Ghulam Ali Talpur 
yazi Fazlullan Ubaidullah 


Sayyid Nur Shah of Bhiria 


Sayyid Ali Akbar Shah 


Pir Ilahi Bakhsh 


Agha Ashraf grandson of Maulana Muhammad Husain Azad 


Agigz Ahmad, Director of Publications 


Dr. Akhtar Husain Raipuri 


Ghulam kusain Hidayatullan 
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N.A,Faruqui « 
Sayyid Hashim Raza 
Muhammad’ Hashim Gazdar 
Chand susain shaikn 
Mrs, Gul minwalea 
Dr, Ghulam Husain Qasim 
Ashiq Ali balan 
brof,4,8.A,Haleem 
Mian Afzal Husain, Lahore 
Kewalram Shahani 
K,T, Shahani, Bombay 
Habib Dehdashti, Tran 
Fida Husain Shaikha 
dustice Muhammad Bakhsh Memon 
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Hakim Hamidani, Halani 
Maded Ali Shah, Zalani 
Maulavi Hakim Abdul Wahid Halepota 
ur Muhammad Ansari, Nawabshah 
Dr,Umar Aqbani 
Mangi Ali Hasan 
Dr.9azi Ali Ahmad Qazi 
Ghulam Mustafa jazi 
Ghulam Ali Allana,Karachi 


Professor Z,=.Naqavi 


~ §.T.ANagavi 


Alauddin Samo 

Prof. D,.?.“ariwala 
Salim Araez, Bahrein 
A,X, Breht 
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liaidar Bakhsh Jatoi 


Sohrab Homi Katrak 


66. dJamshed N.R,Mehta 


57. Hoshang Dinshaw 


68. Shaiich abdul Majid Sindhi | 
69. Shaikh Abdul Haqg,Xotri 

70. Qazi Muhammad Akbar ih 
TI Makhdum Nizamuddin 


Te’. Makhdum Amir Muhammad 


Religious Leaders 


I, Agha Muhammad Hashim Jan Sarhindi 

2, Pir Ghulam Mujaddid sarhindi | 
oie Makhdun Muhammad Zaman Talib-ul-Maula 

4, Sahibzadeh Sitar Jan 


be Maulavi Abdul Bagi, Humayun 


6. Maulavi Abdul Hagq Rabbani, Hyderabad 

Te Allama Ala-ud-Siddigi, Lahore 

85 Maulana Habibullah, Shahdadkot 

igfae Ambassadors Y--- Governors of Sindh 

1. ODr,Aggzam Abdul Wehhab , iisypt I. Shaikh Din Muhammad 
2. dawed al-Murabit, Syria 2, Iftikhar Husain Mamdot 
Be Sayyid Abdul ouadir Gilani, Iraq 

4, Umar Bahe~al-Amiri, Syria 

5. Ali Asghar Hikmat, Iran ilk 
6. \ 
_IY==~__Pupils iI 
i. js Teacher in Sindh Madrasah( before 1924 ) . 
oe Habibullah Baloch,Mirpur Mathelo, Director of Ag. 


Le Abdullah Channa 


Muhammad Hanif siddiqi 
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Nise Ptds hole 
Jawwad Agha, Iran ; O17 veaesh Prumepe 


Ali Agha, Iran 


dasenali Wali Muhammad. Hasanali 


Mirza Sayyid Salim Safavi 
Shafi Muhammed Quraishi 


Pir Saeed Hasan of Luari 

Dr, Muhammad Saleh Quraishi 
Abdur Rahim Chagla 

Aghe padruddin,Garhi Yasin 
Agha Ghulam Nabi Pathan 
Ghulamullah Memon 

Ghulam Shah Karimi 
Dr.A.C.S,Gilani ( per excellence ) 
Ali Muhammad Alavi, Shikarpur 
BK. Shaikh 

Dur Muhammad Baloch 

Wir Mihrab Khan,Kotri 

Kaka Abdullah 

Ummid Ali Quraishi, Bakhtiarpur 
Ismail Agha Hisamian, Bushire 
Ahmad Dubash, Iran 

Ismail Zargar, Iran 

Mahmud Zargar, Iran 

Abdur Rasul Rishu, Iran 
Muhammad, Shiraz 


Abdur Rahim Hashimi 


Jogindar Lal Sethi 


Abdullah Dehdashti, Iran 


Qazi Muhammad Mujtaba 
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25, Shafi Muhammad Channa, Larkana | 
26, * "  Sahto 86. Greene Ale’ 
27,  Mihr Ali Khoja rs ae tae 2 Potboane 
28. Dr. Hoodbhoy | 
29, Sardar Wabi sakhsh shutto if 
30,  Mihr Ali Shah . 
31, Wabi Bakhsh Uqaili 
32, Pir Mahfuz Ali il 
— eee 
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35, Habibullah Khushk Baloch 1 
iii--- At the Ismail College i 


I. Ishaqbhoy, sombay 


2e Abdul Quadir Soparkar, Bombay | 
i 


3, Ghulam Muhammad Khateeb,Jami Masjid, Sombay hi 
( il 


4, Hatim Hamdani, Surat 


\ 5,  Ifhammad Haq Nawaz, Cairo l 


6. Muhammad Ishaq Siddiqi, Quetta 
‘ta yahyabhoy, Karachi | 
8. Makhdum Abdul Wali | 


9. Wir Allah Bachayo i 


; | 
' IO, Ahmad Dadarkar, Bombay i 
i 
y II, Dr.Abdul Wahid Halepota ; 
‘ 12, Qagi Abdul Jalil,vyderabad " 
| 
7 I3, ‘Ahmad Langah, Hyderabad i 
. T4, Dr..I.Sadarangani, Delhi \ 
e . W 
[ I5. Muhammad Zarnagar,xam Iran ¢ 
i Not directly i 
' 16. Dr. G,li,Mehkri ( ) 


cy 
- 
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je ---- ist Corres dence __ 


Having such a vast social circle, Dr. Daudpota 

was hard eeeess fos time to be punctual in replying to 
a really huge, lett rs which used to pour in from his 
friends, teacherygyadmirers, well-wishers, booksellers, 
publishers and pupils, As such,his reply invariably began 
with an apology for being remiss. He had reserved two days 
of the week,viz.Friday and Sunday for the purpose. 

On many an occasion I saw him engaged in this 
most pleasant pursuit, He used to sit in his Study with 
bundles of letters uvatetertoasia’ It was really a pleasure 


and an astonishment to see him clear the heap in three hours 


at a stretch, He took care to enclose the letters properly, _ 


lest they should be wrongly addressed. Once,when he was in 


Bombay, tire letter addressed to me was inadvertently snekssest 


wax addressed to Dr.Gurbuxani,and vice tersa. luckily, there 


was nothing confidential in the letters. Thereafter,he took 


care to see that the mistake did not recur, 


He was a fast and quick writer,and would make a 


reply so quickly that I was simply amazed. He could finish 


a two-page reply in hardly ten minutes} He wrote very fine, 


neat and straight,with no ergsers or over-writings,not even 


a scratch, 


Like Mirza Asadullah Ghalib, Dr. Vaudpota's biography 


lies scattered in his letters. ‘these fragments throw full 


light on nis erudition, character, philosophy and teachings. 


Letters written to nis teacher Dr.,Gurbuxani are 


veritable pieces of literature,and cover his three years 


stay in imgland. they give one a clear conscious views of 


life in wngland, With all tnis,he never gloated about his 


stay there,as others generally do. ne gathered honey from 
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each flower and passed on to pastures new,without any rest 
or respite,always achieving,always pursuing. 

br, Sahib,preserved the letters of some very impor- 
tant persons, they 211 snow the love,reverence and regard 
in which he was held by his friends and admirers, 

As said earlier,cod willing, the present-vriterd 

is seriously thinking about collecting his letters and 
editing them and bringing them out in the form of book, 
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PART=<- IV 


Testimonials and Sritteerfes 
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mestimonials ana dyiéadtes 


Ags indicated in the Preface,1 wanted to present 
a Souvenir to my beloved Master on his sixtieth Birthday 
on iMareh 25,1956, Accordingly,in my letter dated iiovember/ 
21,1955,I requested him to bless the proposal,and also 
supply me with a list of all those who came in contact 
with him, Welcoming the idea,he wrote bark from Lahore, 
where he was performing the duties as a member of the West 
Pakistan Public Service Commission,on November 28,1955, 


I quote:- 


was delighted to receive your 
of the 2Ist.Nov:. I have been Gases 
plying ( and he was(late yy > eee. 
s trying to recollect as many 
of friends and pupils as possible, 
and I have made a fairly exhaustive list, 
which I am enclosing along with the one 
you ha ave enclosed in your letter of — 
24th, The idea is a novel one,and yo 
deed 2d marvellous, in hitting aon 
this unique unique way of honouring your old 
humble teac teacher. 
jell, since you have conceived this 
grandiose idea,I do not wish to throw 
dampers on your enthusiasm. So God speed, 


" you can add wh 
list. Alas for the 
rades,mnost of whom ha 
nature. God bless them! 
" Tih is better to send 


of the sortaall papers, Sindhi, 
and Urdu-cal ; 
quaintances-to contribute 
for or against. There are i 5 
T have forgotten, Perchance some may respond. 
you ing invite writings in Arabic and 

3 well, 


al Lready 
my Libr 
it for 
Eovare 

: ima, 


* You will certainly write ny 
biography. You can obtain the one 
already written by you from the shelf 
of my Library Room,@ Wasim will be able 
to find it for you. He can give you a 
correct picture of how he has know me, 
and so,Wasima,ijaimah,Pahima and Azina. My 
brothers Ghulan ausain, Dah, Inang Bakhsh 
( Talti ) may also give you some useful 
information, 


@ " After you have condesnsed it, 
IT shall glances through it." 
Accordingly,I issue an appeal through the Press, 
and sent it to more than five hundred persons. ‘the 


appeal was followed by two reminders, but due to deepé 


rooted prejudice an athy,only as many as cil hon good 


souls sent their Fecha about Dr. Sahib. the Univerdity 
of Sindh was the worst sinner,because not a single man 
responded to the call, Professor Ghulam Husain Jalbani 
being the solitary exception, Incidentally, almost all 
Bf the Officers and teachers were either Dr.Sahib's 
pupils,or former colleagues or proteges! Alas,for the 
foolish human hearts! 

As ordered,I took out my copy of the early 
biography of Dr.Daudpota,written earlier in March 1950, 
and revising it wrote his biography all over again. In 
April I956,1 was transferred to Government -College, Hy- 

eral conditions of the institution 
x from satisfactory,I drew up a programme, and 

busied myself in its implementation, Finding leisure,I 


had it typed,and sent it along with the messages or 


Kegeute received to Dr. Sahib for his perusal and approv2. 


in December 1956, I did not receive it back. Hence, the 
Souvenir could not be presented to hin. tthe Yarrow rema- 


ined unvisited, 
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* You will certainly write my 
biography. You can obtain the one 
already written by you from the shelf 
of my Library Room.@® Wasim will be able 
to find it for you. He can give you a 
correct picture of how he has know me, 
and so,Wasima,Waimah,Fahipa and Azima. My 
brothers Ghulam Husain, Dan, Imamg¢ Bakhsh 
( Talti ) may also give you some useful 
information, 
@ " After you have condesnsed it, 
T shall glances through it." 

Aecordingly,I issue an appeal through the Press, 
and sent it to more than five hundred persons. the 
appeal was followed by two reminders, but due to deeps 
rooted prejudice and apathy,only as many as <taly hin good 
souls sent their Uredrete: about Dr.Sahib. he University 
of Sindh was the worst sinner,because not a single man 
responded to the call, Professor Ghulam Husain Jalbani 
being the solitary exception. Incidentally,almost all 
S# the Officers and teachers were either Dr.Sahib's 


pupils,or former colleagues or proteges! Alas,for the 


foolish human hearts! 


As ordered,I took out my copy of the early Mi 
biography of Dr,.Daudpota,written earlier in March 1950, 
and revising it wrote his biography all over again. In 


April I956,1I was transferred to Goverment College, Hy- 


derabad, As the general conditions of the institution 
were far from satisfactory, drew up a programme, and 
busied myself in its implementation, Finding leisure,I 
had it typed,and sent it along with the messages or 


Riabate 


received to Dr.Sahib for his perusal and approval, Hs b 


in December 1956, I did not receive it back. Hence, the 
Souvenir could not be presented to hin. the yarrow rema- 
t 


ined unvisited. if 


unvisited, = 59 = 


Before{ I reproduce these ,l consider 


eee 
it worthwhile to “— the testimonials which his 


i 
teachkrs wrote, when he was at the school, the college | 
| 


and Cambridge University. 


estimonials i 


Sindh Madrasah, 
Karachi, 
January 18,1922, 


" J have pleasure in stating that Mr.Umerdin ite 
Muhammad Khan Daudpota B.A of Bombay University was | 
my pupil at this school and has been well-known to 


me also throughout his college career, He has had a | 


distinguished career throughout,having been the best 


Mahomedan student ever produced in Sind, T believe 
hin to have a sound knowledge of Arabic and Persian, 
" His conduct has always been excellent, | 


I consider him a deserving candidate for the betowal of 


» 
a Government Scholarship in Burope. MY 


Dayaram Jethmal Sind College | 
icant 18th April, 1023. i 

" Mr.Umaruudin Mohammed Khan Daudpota has been Hy 
my pupil for the past six years and had had a most success~ i 
ful career at the college and in his University Examina- i 
tions. He has passe# all his examinations with. distinction 1 
and has been the recipient of several prizes and scholar- i 
ships. At his B.A.Examination in April I92I he obtained a 
sound First Class with English and Persian as his voluntary Ne 


subjects,and at his Ii,A.Examination in March last he stood i 


stood = FAO! 
First in First Class with Persian and Arabic as his 
voluntary subjects and won the Chancellor's Medal, 

" All through his college career Mr. Daudpota 
has distinguished himself not only as a steady and cons- 
cientious worker but as an independent thinker, I have not 
come across a student possessed of greater aptitude for 
languages and of higher intelligence that can adapt itself 
to any branch of learning, He is a man of strong physique 
and Hias taken a keen interest in the athletics of the col- 
lege. 

" He is also a thoroughly amiable and well- 
conducted young man,and has borne always a most excellent 
an aga2 

T cannot think of any one more deserving of 
encouragement and support to enter on a career in the 
Indian Educational Service and feel sure that if Govern~ 
ment has any vacancy,it cannot be filled by a worthier 


» 
man, 


C-~-- By Principal 5,¢C,Shahani 
2Ist April, 1923. 

" Certified that Mr.U.M.Daudpota,a Mahomedan 
student of the D.J,Sind College,has passed this year, 
offering Persian and Arabic for his optional subjects, 
the examination for the degree of M.A. He has secured at 
M,A.the Chancellor's Gold Medal by standing first in the 
first class. In my opinion he stands distimeuished not 
only for his intellectual qualifications but,what is 
distinctly more,for high moral character, He,is a fit 


person to be ineluded in the Indian Bdueational Service. 
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failing which he should find it easy to be taken up 


as a Professo 


i] 


of Persian and Arabic in any College. I 
am myself gladly making room for him in ny Collegemmhktir 
until he can find a better paid appointment elsewhere, 
TI would wish him every success in life. 

" His work as a eacher of Arabic has been 


very satisfactory." 


Professor 


Karachi,20th June,1923. 


" Yir,U,lM,Daudpota, who passed the IM,A. 

Examination with First Class Honours in Arabic and Persian, 
has been one of the most distinguished students of this 
College and I have the highest opinion of his character 
and ability. His academic career at this College has been 
conspicuously good throughout;he was easily the first in 
his batch and invariably obtained First Class at 211 the 
College and University examinations. Though a specialist 
in Arabie and Persian,he possesses 2 good knowledge of 
English language and literature. What has particularly 
impressed me in Mr.Daudpota is his beauty of tempranent; 
he is one of the few students I have known who,with all 
his brilliant achievements,has retained the native humili- 
ty of his disposition;a simple hearted,amiable young man 
of great piety and strong sense of duty. Mr,Daudpota is 
bound to be admired and appreciated wherever he goes, 

and I would most unhesitatingly recommend hin for any 


place of trust and responsibility." 


responsibility." 


Ea== ®y D.PsKobwal 


Sind Madressah, Karachj, 
Tth July,¥925. 


“Certified that Mr,U.M,Daudpota Wobsssscosetscsctcccsecse 


He served the Sind Madressah as Mathematics Teacher of 
Std.VI from August 1918 to August I9I9,and as Class 
Teacher of Std.II in March 1920,and again as Mathematics 
Teacher of the Matric Class from July I92I to June 1922, 
ie taught Mathematics in the two highest Stanards and as 
a teacher was quite capable and successful. te was subse- 
quently appointed Lecturer in Arabic at the D.J.Sind Col- 
lege,Karachi. He had a successful career both at school 
and College,and proved a very efficient and painstaking 


teacher." 


F--- By Professor Dr,R,A.Nicholson 

" IT have great pleasure in bearing testimony to 
the high qualifications of my friend and former pupil,Dr. 
Umer i, Daudpota, who is about to return to India after hav- 
ing a course of research under my supervision, 

"Dr, Dautpota entered the University ag a 
member of immanual College in 1924,and during the last 
three years has been chiefly engaged in preparing a disser- 
tation for the degree of Ph.!).,entitled 'The Infhuence of 
Arabic Poetry on the Development of Persian Poetry'. As he 
regularly submitted his work to me for eriticism and dis- 
cussion I have had the best possible opportunities of es- 
timating boty his intellectual attainments ‘and his personal 

Aracter. He ig an excellent gcholar in Pergian and Arapic, 


dilixent, exact, j\dicious,and gifted with a modest natursz 
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character. He is an excellent scholar of Persian and 
Arabic, diligent, exact, judicious, and gifted with a es 
Modest patience, which has enabled him to illustrate the 
subject of his research with materials drawn from a 
remarkably wide range of reading in 6riental hooks and 
unpublished manuscripts,not to speak of melish and 


wuropean literature,with which also he is well acquainted. 


sation made a very favourable impression upon 
those who examined it,and on their recommendations fhe z 
degree of Ph.).was unanimously awarded to him by the 


J 


Board of Oriental Studies, It may be hoped that the merit 


of his work will secure its publication in the near future. @ 

More recently he has been working on the history of sind. i 
" Concerning his personal qualities,I need 

only say that his departure from Cambridge terminates, 

for me at any rate,an association of the pleasantest kind, 


and that I take leave of him with feelings of sincere 


friendship and regards." 


buring his chequered career, Dr.Sahib was presen- 
ted with numerous welcome Addresses and encomiums by his 


pupils and colleagues. Only 4 few of his pupils an 


¢ 


friends responded to ny invitation issued on December 1, 


- 


955, Below,i reproduce faithfully those that I received 
In this connection,I would like to 


love and regards in which he was held 


by the/Directorate of Public Instruction, which he left on 


October 3,1950. 


_— 


feel verv 


Tea-cup 


pleasure of 


exnressine our cordial 


have 


NTO ocrenMmMes 


and your 


7 oa 
that you have eleven years 


regard to the 


ndaaal ? 
sf | 


e 


you ar 


a wreck 


salvage 


through 
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fight this battle successfully. It is true,sir that the 
benign Government of Sind have been financing your cause 


liberally and with these reinforcements at your command 


you have fought this battle like a great and skilled sol- 


dier of the times, 

" Such associations as we have had with 
your noble-self are full of deep feelings and we express 
them with a heart that is naturally so sad on this eve of 
your departure, out as you now go with a hard-earned pro- 
motion which,in fact,was your due long ago,it gives us a 


thrill of joy to see you as a member of the Sind Public 


Service Commission,and our prayers accompany you wherever 
you are, " 


2--- Karamchand |,,Wingorani,a retired Inspector of Schools 


Pusa, Delhi, 
I5th January, 1956, 


" Belonging to an illustrious heritage,but born 
of poor parents;the story of the life of Dr.Daood Pota 
is the story of a career from ‘Log Calvin to White House.’ 
"T knew him first as an Inspector of Schools, 
went to inspect the schools at Talti, then again I saw him 
as a student in Waushahro Madrassah, It was impossible for 
an Inspector to fail to single him out as a precocious 


child, By the brilliance of his intellectual gifts, and 


by his very quiet,loving and serviceable nature,he won 
for himself both among Hindus and Mahomedan patrons, who 
helped him to achieve the ambition of his lifes. He became 


M.A.,Ph.D in literature, And be it said to his credit 


that he tever forgot his patrons even in the hey-day of 


life when he became the Director of Public Instruction, Sind. 
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" IT came in close contact with him when I 
became his P,A in 1939, From the very first,he ever 
treated me with regard and consideration and helped me 
in every way in my official career,for which I have always 
felt grateful to him, He was Officer in office,but at 
home he was always a brother and friend whom every body 
could approach to get his grievances redressed. He was a 
democratic officer in the trite sense of the word. The old 
teachers,friends and patrons of Talti were even at home 
with him,and he felt special delight in doing some service 
for them, There was always a human touch about every thing 
he did, His heart even went out to the poor distressed 
students,unknown to any,he spent quite a lot after the 
education of poor boys. 

" Qn account of his brilliant Academic achieve- 

ments and literary work he got the title of Shamsul Ulama, 


a distinction bestowed on few in Sind, He is a very disti- 


nguished scholar specially in Sindhi, Persian and Arabic. 
? 


" Now that he has retired from active service 

I wish him a peaceful and useful literary long life. May 
God's grace be ever on him and his, I shall ever continue 
+o chefish a loving memory of the good old days I passed 
with and pray to God to keep him ever happy." 
Z---- Professor Jhamandas D, Bhatia, Shikarpur 

" It ig a timely move this celebration of Diamond 
Jubilee of this self-made man-this tllustrious son of the 
soil-the good and beautiful Daudpota. His life has not he 
been a chequered one, but rather an uphill climb in which 
from log-cabin to the Public Service Commission, he has 


been literally lifted by the hand of God. People might 
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give the achievement different names,vut 1 wouid name 
it ‘Living god's miracle’. to see him is to love hin, 
more so when his melodious voice falls on one's ears 
While he is chanting the verses from the Holy Suran and 


searching some books for his friend. 


"T can still picture to myself his sloven w- Simpl 


eoewen figure,long coat,short shalway and an unpolished 
shoe. itis black cap was typical. He wore a rough beard 
in the college. dis steps were then so unrythmical that 
they made us laugh. iho could then foresee the future of 


this many Who could say that he would be transformed into 


a thing of Beauty by the great Alchemist! It is all a mys- 
tery. I marvel the delicacy of his manners,the warmth of 


his heart,and the amiability of his nature, I ask myself: 


*Wheat is the secret of the snine in his face? what Philoso- 
pher's Stone has accidentathy touched nim and converted 
hin?" The reply is writ large in the writing on the wall 
when great Silence is more eloquent than the winged words 
of the greatest orator. 

" Great as mas been life to him,he looks out 
for greater opportunities for service, He was poor once,He 
is rich today, His wealth is the wealth of his heart. iis 
heart wells up to overflow into barren tracts and turns 
them into evergreens. May such a soul live long to shed 
its fragrance to heal the wounded,raise the fallen and 
inspire the weak to walk with steps firm on the sands of 


times" 


U Ex-Finance Minister 


" T have had the privilege of being one of his 
pupils when he was the Principal, Sind Madressahtul Tslan, 


| 
q 
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On my behalf you might like to give in the Souvenir,if 
you think it worthwhile,a couplet which I recited in 
1930 at the time when Shamsul Ulama was leaving Sind 
Madressah for his assignment at Bombay. This is given on 
a separate sheet. i passed out from the Madressahtul 
islam in I93I." 


The Counlet 


" We all wish thee happy days 
Kind and gentle noble ways; 

May guild thee God's Mercy's rays 
For ever and for ever." 


Alavi Manzil, 
Garden East, 
19.11.1956. 
A Fragment from Memory 
" Tf the child is the Father of the man, Umar 
Muhammad Daudpota was 2 born scholar. Over 40 years ago,he 
and I were schooling together at the Sind Madressah-tul- 
Islam, which was then the Aligarh of Sind, By now the Mad- 
ressah has changed its complextion almost as drestically as 
the Aligarh University itself-- but that is a different 
story . 

t At the Madressah,Umar Daudpota was its most 
assiduous student, Unlike myself,he pre rred books to 
games and was a voracious reader even at that young age. 

W Mr sD. P. Kotwal was our teacher,our friend and 
uintkosopher almost our beau-ideal, He had an encyclopa rediat 
mind and was a man of saintly character. It would be no 
exaggeration to say that no teacher ever served the cause 


of Sindhi Muslim education more devotedly and zealously 


than this Parsi man of piety. 
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"Daudpota was the most favourite pupil of this 
great and good man and I believe that Daudpota should 
justly be proud of that great privilege. 

" Very soon,Daudpota and I parted company. I 
became an M.P,,the intials we then used for Matric Plucked. 
That was the end of my educational career. As for my friend, 
he entered the charmed portals of an Arts College,and 
pushed ahead rapidly and steadily,winning for himself 
laurels after laurels in the field of education and lite- 
rature, 

" There were two boys in the class with us at 
the Sind Madressah of whom mention may be made. These were 


Syed Miran Iwhammad Shah and Allahbux Khan Khudadad Khan 


" By 1939,2a11 these four class-mates and ex- 
tudents of the Sind Madressah were holding some positions 
in the publie life of the country. Syed Mirah Muhammad Shah 
was Speaker of the Sind Legislative Assembly and Gabol was 

the Deputy Speaker, I was the Mayor of Karachi while the 
subjertxofxthisxtribute 

subject of this tribute who had already by then secured 

a Doctorate in Philosophy,was the Director of Public Inst- 
ruction of Sind. One day it ocurred to me that we four tnx 
"boys' had not done badly after all. I arranged a meeting 
of 211 the four of us at a photographer's studio and had 

a Dicture of ourselves taken, If I may say so,the four boys 
are still playing their part under the new set-up of Pakis- 
tan, though Miran Shah and myself abe at the wickets. For 
my part,I pray that my three godd school-mates may meet 
with good luck and good success in the’ years that are 


still ahead of then, 


} 
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" As for Daudpota,he is the brightest star in 
the firmament of Sindhi literature. It is one of the 
signs of the decadence of our times that so brilliant a 
scholar have had to waste his time and energy of a Public 
Service Commission whose membership should ordinarily be 
reserved for men of integrity who are devoid of talent.I 
an, therefore,not sorry that my old class-mate is no longer 
a member of that distinguished but inane body. 

" But what of Daudpota's future? Who can = 
say? Of late we have heard a lot of talk about Sindhi 
Renaissance, If there is force and validity in those 
pleas, Daudpota should be the man most sought-after, I 
hope he will be," 


6---- By Proféssor 7.M, Adv. ,Vive-Chancellor, Bombay Uni- 
versity. 


Bombay 
20th June, 1957 
" It gives me great pleasure to write this 
brief note on my old favourite pupil and personal friend, 
Dr.U.H.Daudpota,to be invluded in a Memoria} Volume on 


his attaining the age of sixty. 


" IT came in very close contact with Dr.Daudpota 


first as a pupil,and then later,as a friend, He has occupied 
many good assignments and has acquitted himself creditably 
in every one of them. Essentially, however, Dr, Daudpota 
is a scholar and’has retained’ the tastes and temprament 
of a scholar. 

" J knew Daudpota first as very unassuming 


student in the First Year Arts of the D.J.Sind College.One 


one ier 


could not imagine then how a person of a auiet colour 

like him, would make a mark in life. As a matter of fact, 
though he remembers me very well,I have just a vague 
recollection of him as a student of the First Year. When 
he distinguished himself at the First Year Annual Examina- 
tion by standing First Class First,my attention was natu- 


and ever after he has grown on me 


with the growth of years. Throughout his academic career 

Daudpota 

student of Persian and Arabic,but also of English Litera- 
g oyo34) and M.,A.- both in First 


Bb 
forsh , Se eireng th. nce oS’ Medel. stale 
Class-he proceeded to Cambridge on nr seiner and 


ture, After passing 
secured a Doctorate, Thereafter he became a Professor in 
Ismail College, Andheri and later Director of Public Instr- 
uction ( Sind ). 

" TIT? Daudpota had remained as Professor,I am 
sure,he would have w ritten many more literary books tnan 


he has now to nis credit, among nis other achievements is 


his collavoration with his distinguisged teacher and ny 


an excellent 


& 


personal friend, Dr.H,lM,Gurbuxani in writin; 


commentary of Sind's Premier Poet, Shan 
lly enough during the time that he was Director of tducat- 
tion,his attention was given to his official vanes duties 

and this interfered with his literary work, after the parti- 
tion Daudpota became a member of the Public Service Conmis- 

sion( Pakistan ) and I am glad to hear that on his retire- 

ment he has reverted to his early love and is continuing 


Pookie. 
his research in Islamic, and Sindhi Literature. 


“A few years before the partition I came in 
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close contact with him as a friend and came to know nin 
intimately. I was deeply struck with Daudpota's character 
and outlook. He has always impressed me as a gentleman of 
high principles, a true Muslim with a deep faith in the 
higher values of life. itis personal life has been example 
ary and he has been all along true to all his duties- 
public and private in the words of the poe& he is,indeed: 


* Type of the wise,who soar but never roan, 
True to the kindred points of heaven and home.’ 


" T wish him and his family all manners of happin- 
ess and I have no doubt he will still produce more works 


of literary merit." 


